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REPORT OF R. B. OGILBY, PRESIDENT
To the Trustees of Trinity C allege:

During the academic year of 1933-34 there was very little
gain in the feeling of stability requisite in planning for the future.
Assurance of economic independence is essential for an educational
institution if it is to render adequate service and plan intelligently
for the years to come: lacking that, a college is driven to an
attitude of caution, of watchful waiting, until it is possible to look
ahead with some degree of certainty. The drawing up of a college
budget has become in a high degree speculative. It is easy enough
to calculate expenses with considerable accuracy as to major items
of Faculty salaries and general upkeep, but one can only guess as
to income. Whether the yield from securities held as endowment
will be anywhere near constant is impossible to foretell; and estimates as to the other major source of receipts, fees from students~
may be upset by the operation of a dozen or so factors lying far
outside the realm of prophecy.
Although the number of students enrolled at Trinity last
year, 457, was the largest in the history of the College, that cannot be taken as any indication of increased prosperity. On the
contrary, the average amount of financial backing per student was
probably less than in previous years. Insistent · demands for parttime employment were characteristic of many undergraduates,
and requests for scholarships were frequent. In spite of every
endeavor on the part of the college authorities to meet tfue need,
the general result was not all one could wish.
It will be of interest to list the provisions that were made
for student aid during the college year 1933-34. Endowed scholarships were held by 58 students, and the total amount awarded
was $13,840. There were 50 students who held unendowed
scholarships and were\ granted remission of tuition bills amounting to $11,135. Special unendowed scholarships were held by
78 students, who were granted remission of bills amounting to
$10,300. This makes 186 students receiving scholarship aid.
Part-time jobs, such as work in the Library, on the Campus,
in the College Choir, etc. were assigned to seventy students. Additional work, which was made possible from funds provided by the
F. E. R. A., was assigned to 67 students. Board, in whole or in
part, was given in the College Commons to fifteen students in
return for services.
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No accurate figures are available for the number of undergraduates who helped to work their own way by jobs of their
own seeking, by waiting at table in fraternities or by other means,
though the total amount of student time involved was considerable. It is safe to conclude that whatever gain has been made in
industrial recovery or in relief furnished by tax-supported projects, very little in the way of economic independence has percolated through to many families who have been looking forward
to a college education for their sons at Trinity.
Much more satisfaction can be gained from consideration of
the finances of the College. Our income from endowment exceeded
the budget expectation, and our expenses were kept within the
allowance, with the result that we had a small surplus. Some
slight gain was made in reducing our obligations resulting from
recent building operations, but we are still carrying a load there.
For several years the curriculum of the College has been
under discussion: indeed we may even say it has been under
attack. Up to the present time, in spite of many committee meetings, faculty palavers, and joint sessions of professors and trustees, no significant changes in our course of study or in our
requirements for degrees have been made. That of itself may not
necessarily be lamentable-hasty or ill-advised alterations in
methods of instruction that have commended themselves in the
past are not likely to be better than what has been tried and
tested. As I have said on another occasion, there are worse things
than being old-fashioned. And one of those worse things is action
taken under counsel of desperation. There have been schemes proposed for Trinity College the chief argument for which was the
attraction of academic attention. This is not a worthy motive.
Recently my interest was aroused in a new plan of studies
prepared by the authorities of a not far distant college and
announced to a presumably awestruck world through syndicated
articles in the daily press. Taking advantage of a motor trip, I
made an appointment with the dean of that institution so that
I could have at first hand something of the educational aims and
pedagogical principles involved in somewhat radical departures
from the beaten track. It was a pleasant interview. Charts . and
outlines were laid before me and my questions were courteously
answered, but somehow I did not feel that I was getting any real
understanding of the situation. Finally the dean leaned back in
his chair, and with that engaging frankness which is characteristic of the best of his breed, suggested that the whole plan might
seem clear if one realized that the two motives which led to its
adoption were first, a desire for a larger student body, and second,
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the necessity of cutting down the size of the faculty because of
financial strain.
We must approach our problems again. We can do so under
favorable auspices, without any sense of pressure; for our student
body is practically as large as most of us wish to see it, and the
attainments of ot.H: alumni in graduate and professional schools
are such, as to encourage us to believe that we have been doing
good work. We certainly do not need to move in the direction of
cutting down the size of our faculty-indeed there is a probability
that any one of the adventurous proposals under consideration
will involve numerical increases in our teaching staff.
For a number of years we have been awarding degrees to
those students who get satisfactory grades in twenty different
courses. By virtue of an ingenious arrangement worked out by
one of our professors, a proper proportion of the number received
must be higher than a bare pass ; and the group system insists
upon some concentration in a significant fraction of the twenty
courses. So many colleges have worked out modifications of this
"course-credit" method, by adding supplementary tests of a
student's achievement or by lightening the load of required subjects, that we are compelled to re-examine it. The fact that others
have departed from it is of itself no recommendation for action
on our part, but we certainly do not want to be the last to maintain
a system that everyone is discarding, unless we are sure that we
cannot arrange something better. The fact that it is an easy
system to administer should never act as a deterrent to change.
So far all the discussion between our professors and trustees
has taken this system for granted and has been in terms of modification of the courses required for our two degrees, raising incidentally the possibility of a shift to one degree or even to three.
It is my conviction that we should re-approach the problem from
the direction not only of the courses but of the students. It is
entirely proper to think of Trinity College as an institution which
grants academic degrees to those who meet prescribed requirements. It is equally proper to think of the College as an assemblage of young men who are to be educated in the best possible
manner.
In consideration of our student body the outstanding factor
in the situation is the wide variation in capacity. We have, fortunately of course, no "Trinity type". We apply our degree requirement to young men from western high schools and from New
England private schools, to products of a severe classical training
and to the victims of the educational experimentation so common today, to those who are eager to meet the specific require-
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ments of a medical school and to those open to any attractive suggestion about their life-work. Most important of all is the wide
gamut between our best men and those who have to work so hard
for the little they get that they cannot see the distant scene because
of the sweat that keeps running down into their eyes. And of
course some few never sweat.
To my thinking we should give attention in the near future
to the potentialities of our better students, with the idea perhaps
of freeing them in their · last two years from some of the routine
of our present system. Already we have the "unlimited cut list",
which means that any student who at one of the four marking
periods achieves over 85% is relieved from requirements as to
class attendance. This is all very well, but in practice it means that
students who win a place on this list find that they must attend
classes all the more regularly in order to be sure that their averages do not drop down below the mystic 85% ! Another practice
more worthy of extension is the privilege occasionally granted to
a high-stand student to take a course "on an honors basis". This
means that he is assigned a specific task by his instructor, involving reading, consideration and report. He has no regular recitations, but talks over his problems occasionally in conference with
the instructor, and upon the successful completion of his assignment gets credit for a course towards his degree. We should do
more of this, possibly by freeing certain members of the Faculty
from some portion of their teaching in classes to direct the individual work of a group of our best students.
Last spring our Trinity community was saddened by word
of the death of Stanley Leman Galpin, for twenty-one years Professor of Romance Languages. Having been granted sabbatical
leave for the second half-year, he left Hartford at the close of the
mid-year examinations for a trip around the world, planning to
spend his summer in France. He died suddenly on the "S. S. Van
Buren" just before entering Manila Harbor. Professor Galpin was
an excellent teacher, conscientious, careful, and scrupulously fair,
and he won the continued respect of the student body. To his colleagues on the Faculty and to those of the Trustees who knew
him he was a cultured gentleman and a loyal friend. Edward T.
Pousland, Instructor at Harvard and Doctor of the University of
Paris, has been appointed Assistant Professor of Romance Lan-guages for one year to carry on Mr. Galpin's work with Professor Naylor as Acting Head of the Department.
On October 4, 1933, Cleveland Bigelow, Jr. of the Freshman
Class, a young man of unusual promise, was killed while driving
alone in an automobile on the Berlin Turnpike. The exact reason
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for the accident which led to his death is unknown. This is the
second time within two years that a Trinity student has been
killed in an automobile accident and brings vividly before us the
hazards involved in the driving of automobiles by college men.
Rules to prohibit the ownership or the driving of cars by undergraduates at Trinity would be impossible of enforcement and
would run counter to the policy of confidence and trust which
should be the aim of college administration. Constant endeavor
must be made, however, to let our young people realize the heavy
responsibility that a driver's license implies. During the past year
the number of fatal accidents in Connecticut, kept down by a program of education, has suddenly begun to increase. With the
cooperation of M. A. Connor, Trinity 1909, Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles of the State of Connecticut, two Trinity undergraduates are making a study of automobile accidents in this
State in an endeavor to ascertain in how many college students
were involved. While the conclusions based upon this study may
be inconsequent, they may serve a good purpose by calling the
attention of our young men to the need for careful driving. The
College flag is always lowered to half mast on the occasion of the
death of a graduate of Trinity College, paying tribute to those
who pass on their way full of years and honor. It is grim tragedy,
however, when we have to lower that flag for a young man who
is a member of our undergraduate group.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Although this report is intended to cover the academic year
1933-34, opportunity presents itself of making formal report to
the Trustees that on Wednesday, November 28th, there were in
the hands of the administration cash and valid pledges amounting
to over $100,000 for the equipment of the new Chemistry Laboratory. This meets the condition established by our anonymous
donor, who has wired us his con<Yratulations and has written to
inform us that funds amounting to upwards of $400,000 are now
available for the construction of the new building. We are still
continuing our efforts to secure money for this project, hoping
to build up before it is completed an endowment fund for the
upkeep of the building and the maintenance of research. The architects expect to have plans and specifications ready to submit to
contractors for bids in January. The building will not be ready
for academic occupancy until September, 1936.
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To my report I append a list of publications by members of
the Faculty during the past year with a brief abstract of research
done by some of them.
F. C. Babbitt, Professor of Greek
In press, Volumes 4 and 5 of Plutarch's Moralia, Loeb Classical Library.
G. A. Kleene, Professor of Economics
"The Rate of Return to Capital," published in the American
Economic Review.
Arthur Adams, Professor of English
Founders and Leaders in Connecticut 1633-1783, ed. Charles
Edward Perry.
Articles on Adriaen Block, John Haynes, Edward Hopkins,
Robert Treat.
Dictionary of American Biography : Articles accepted on
President Thomas Ruggles Pynchon, Isaac William Stuart, President Nathaniel Sheldon Wheaton, the Rt. Rev. John Williams.
The Seabury Family, Volume III, No. 3, September, 1934,
Historical Magazine of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
L. C. Barret, Professor of Latin
Three Parppalada Fragments; in J. A. 0. S., Vol. 54.
Three versions of an Atharvan Hymn; in Oriential Studies
in honour of Cursetji Erachji Pavry.
Continued labor on edition of the Kashmirian Atharva Veda,
completing Book XVI.
V. K. Krieble, Professor of Chemistry
In collaboration with Mr. F. M. Reinhart, "The Mutarotation of Glucose in Concentrated Hydrochloric Acid Solutions."
H. T. Costello, Professor of Philosophy
Associate Editor of the Journal of Philosophy, numerous
reviews of books.
Member of the Program Committee of the American Philosophical Association.

S. B. Smith, Assistant Professor of Chemistry
With M. W. A. Sturm, continued working out the solubility
relations in the system, "Lithium Phthalate, Phthalic Acid and
Water."
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T. H. Bissonnette, Professor of Biology
Publications appearing in 1934:
1. Does Increased Light Absorption Cause Increased Egg
Production? Poultry Science, 12 ( 6) :396-399. N ovember, 1933.
2. Inhibition of the Stimulating Effect of Red Light upon
Testis Activity in Sturn us vulgaris (Starling) by a
Restricted Diet. Biological Bulletin, 65 ( 3) :452-467.
December, 1933.
3. Effects upon Young Male Ferrets ( Putorius vulgaris)
of a Constant Daylength of Eight and a Half Hours and
of Six Hours of Illumination after Dark between N ovember and June. Abstract of paper to be read by title at the
meetings of the American Society of Zoologists and the
Zoology Section of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science at Pittsburgh, December 27th,
1934, Anatomical Record, vol. 60, supplement No. 4; p.
46. November 25, 1934.
4. Reversal of the Sexual Cycle in Male Ferrets by Increasing Periods of Exposure to Light between October 2nd
and March 30th. Abstract of paper to be read with ( 3) 3.
above and published in the same place.
5. Influence of Biological Science upon Contemporary
Thought. Lecture given before the New England Association of Chemistry Teachers at their 155th meeting October 26th, 1934, and published in their Proceedings, (part
of a symposium on "The Influence of Science upon
Contemporary Thought").

In press, or nearing completion.
6. Modification of Mammalian Sexual Cycles. II. Effects
upon Young Male Ferrets (Putorius vulgaris) of a Constant Daylength of Eight and a Half Hours and of Six
Hours of Illumination after Dark between November and
June. A Preliminary Study.
7. Modification of Mammalian Sexual Cycles. III. Reversal
of the Cycle in Male Ferrets (Putorius vulgaris) by
Increasing Periods of Exposure to Light between October
2nd and March 30th.
8. Modification of Mammalian Sexual Cycles. V. Night
Lighting and Cycles of Female Ferrets, Hypophysectomised, with Optic Nerves Cut and Unoperated (with
Philip E. Smith, Professor of Anatomy, College of
Physicians and Surgeons and Columbia University Medical College) .
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9. Modification of Mammalian Sexual Cycles. IV. Avenue
of Reception of the Stimulus of Added Illumination by
Ferrets ( Putorius vulgaris).
Mr. Alphonse J. Zujko finished his study on "Studies
on the Sexual Cycle in Birds. XL The Normal Progressive
Changes in the Ovary of the European Starling (Sturnus
vulgaris) from December to May," for his Master's thesis
in science. It is hoped that time may become available to
revise this study for publication.

A. R. Bangs, Professor of German
Published for class use in mimeographed form a grammar
for beginners in German.
Continuing preparation for a textbook for use in German 2.
C. f. Rohr, Assistant Professor of History and Political Science
"Informing Public on City Affairs," editorial in The Hartford Times. August 31, 1934.
In press,
"Maryland's Four Constitutions," Johns Hopkins Alumni
Magazine.
"The Tercentenary of Connecticut," Literary Digest.
Engaged in a study on the administrative system of the State
of Connecticut and on state administrative control over local
bodies in Connecticut.
W. C. Helmbold, Instructor in Greek and Latin
Assisted Professor Babbitt in the translation of Plutarch's
Moralia.
M. H. Martin, Instructor in Mathematics
Two papers : A Problem in Arrangements, in the Bulletin
of the American Mathematical Society ; Ergodie Curves, submitted to the Translations of the American Mathematical Society.
E. T. Pousland, Assistant Professor of Romance Languages
"Etude semantique de 1' Anglicisme dans le parler francoamericain de Salem . (Nouvelle Angel terre)," published by the
"Societe de publications romanes et fran<;aises."
Two articles appear in Le francais moderne : "Etude semantique de gallicismes anglo-americains," and "Les Anglicismes
dans un groupement fran<;ais d' Amerique."
M. T. Herrick, Assistant Professor of English
"Requirement for the English Major," in The English
Journal, No. 7, September, 1934.

REPORT OF THE DEAN
November 15, 1934
To the President of Trinity College:
During the college year 1933-34, the College held its own in
enrolment, scholarship, and student activities.
The number of undergraduates was 441, the largest in the
history of the College. The increase over 1932-33 was, however,
only 14; and progress toward better balance of numbers in the
four undergraduate classes was less marked than might have been
desired. To this topic attention was directed in the last Report of
the Dean. It may best be considered in the light of the following
tabulation :
SUMMARY OF ENROLMENTS
1930-31

Graduate Students
Seniors
Juniors
Sophomores
Freshmen .
. .
Non-Matriculated Students

1931-32

1932-33

13
63

12
60
93

1933-34

10
57
64
81
123
16

108
150
13

145
12

12
68
105
102
158
8

351

426

439

453

79

117

Though the total enrolment in the College remained at a satisfactory level, it is apparent that in 1933-34 the three upper Classes
were still relatively small as compared with the entering Class,
and that the lessening of the number of Sophomores indicates
that the Junior Class will be smaller in 1934-35 than it was in
1933-34.
One obvious cause of this shrinkage of the upper Classes is
"summer mortality''; i. e., inability of spring registrants to return
to the College in September, because of adverse financial circumstances. Out of 326 registrants in May, 1933, 44 did not return
in September. To this loss must be added the withdrawal during
the year of between three and a dozen students wholly or partially
on account of financial handicaps. The total financial mortality
for the year may be fairly estimated at 50 students.
The undergraduate body of 441 students was comprised of
282 former students returning and 159 newly admitted men; thus
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more than a third of the undergraduates were newcomers to the
College. It is to be hoped that the difficulties of assimilation which
arose from similar circumstances in 1932-33 and were inevitably
aggravated by the experience of 1933-34 may be alleviated by an
improvement in financial conditions, so that fewer men shall be
obliged to drop out of college before comple~ing the four years.
The times have been responsible in this way for a definite detriment to the College.
Aside from this untoward circumstance, there has been no
conspicuous new aspect of enrolments, unless it has been the
obvious increase in the number of applicants for scholarships,
both at admission and throughout the four years. The resources
of scholarship aid and other financial aid to new students have
been extended, but not fast enough to keep pace with the increasing demands.
The actual number of applicants for admission and of
students admitted did not change materially in 1933-34. The
students admitted in each of the last three years have been about
150; in 1931, 165; in 1932, 151; and in 1933, 159. There has been
no variation during this period in the selective standards applied
to candidates for admission. If the number of applicants could be
materially increased, it would be desirable that greater use should
be made of the Scholastic Aptitude Test and of other means of
selecting the candidates, so that a reduction might be made in the
number of Freshmen unable to succeed in studies. This number
has continued to be regrettably high. It is the second largest
cause of losses in numbers.
The effects of the times on scholastic attainment have continued to be favorable. Though 26 students, including 18 Freshmen, S Sophomores, and 3 Juniors were dismissed on account of
unsatisfactory records in scholarship, this showing is not materially worse than that of 1932-33, when 22 students, from a
slightly smaller college body, were dismissed for the same reason.
It would be desirable, however, to reduce scholastic mortality.
The number of men on probation in February, 1934, was 30;
the corresponding figure for the preceding year was 22. This is
an increase. On the other hand, however, the number of students
on the Unlimited Cut List in February, 1934, was 51; the corresponding figure for the preceding year was 36. This is a notable
increase in the number of men whose averages were above 85.
Some adjustment of instruction to the needs of the increased
numbers in the College have been made. English A in particular
has been improved by provision of additional instruction. Need
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has arisen of additional instruction in writing for members of
the upper Classes. There is at present no intermediate course in
writing for men who need or desire more training than is now
provided in English A, but are not eligible for admission to the
one small advanced course now offered.
The acute overcrowding in courses in Chemistry has been
obvious. With the provision of the new Laboratory, this difficulty
will disappear. The Library has at times been overcrowded. The
provision of separate quarters for English A, containing a special
small library for the use of Freshmen in that course, would tend
to relieve this congestion.
In athletics, the college has definitely prospered beyond
normal expectations during the two years 1932-33 and 1933-34.
In 1933-34 the football team won four games and lost two; the
basketball team won eleven games and lost one ; the swimming
team were victors in five meets out of eight; the track team won
two meets out of four; and the tennis team won four meets out
of eight. The baseball nine was the only varsity team with less
than fifty per cent of victories; it won four games out of ten.
Four new college records were established in track events: in the
shot put, the 220-yard dash, the broad jump, and the low hurdles.
The basketball team, with a record of ten victories and two defeats
in 1932-33 and eleven victories and one defeat in 1933-34, lias
made the best record in New England for the two-year period.
On the whole, the College has been riding on the crest of the
wave in athletic victories during the past two years. Such success
may be expected to continue until the graduation of the Class of
'35, when many superior athletes are to be graduated. After that
time, we should not expect success so conspicuously out of proportion to the numbers of our undergraduates.
The social life of the College was somewhat stimulated by
increases in the number of candidates available for various activities. The fraternities have enjoyed large rosters. The dramatic
performances and dances have been of satisfactory quality and
number. The Glee Club has been particularly a credit to the
College.
The health records for 1933-34 confirm the inference made
on the basis of previous years' experience, that the resident
students lose fewer days on account of illness than the day
students do. With the college body about evenly divided between
the two groups, the number of days lost by resident students was
521 ; by day students, 646. The number of excuses issued to
resident students was 120; to day students, 129. Excuses issued
to resident students ill in college or hospital numbered 83, cover-
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ing a loss of 206 days. The grand total of excuses issued on
account of illness was 249; the number of days lost was 1167.
There were four cases of appendicitis, necessitating operations;
the four students thus affected made prompt and complete
recoveries.
In closing, your Dean cannot forego mentioning with pride
the fact that several of the recent graduates of the College attending graduate schools have been at the top of their classes. The
most precious academic possession of the College is her reputation
for high standards. It is apparently not suffering.

T. L. Hoon, Dean

