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FOREWORD

s Trinity prepares to meet the challenges of the 21st century, we are fortunate
to have this comprehensive portrait of its history in the 20th century. The
century just ended was also full of challenges. The fact that the College met
them successfully, in the process becoming a stronger, better, more highly regarded
institution, is a source of pride for all who are associated with Trinity, and creates
optimism about the future.
Trinity College in the Twentieth Century, A History captures the spirit of an institution that has grown up with the country. It provides a detailed account of Trinity's
growth as a premier liberal arts college: its internal struggles, curricular debates,
responses to new intellectual currents, and adjustment to such developments in the
wider society as the emergence of mass higher education in the decades following
World War II and the surge of student activism in the 1960s. To their credit, the
authors also have placed the College's history in the context of events beyond the
campus gates. This expansive vision, at once internal and external, deepens and
enriches our understanding ofTrinity's history while shedding revealing light on the
larger world of higher education. By their conscious engagement with the task and
their earnest work over several years, the authors of this book pay honor to Trinity.
As one of the oldest colleges in the country - 177 years old as I write this in
early 2000 - Trinity has an obligation to lead and to set the pace in education.
Through the years its presidents, faculty, students, staff, and trustees have shown
the capacity and the motivation to be innovators in their respective fields. Our professors routinely have been among the first to try out a new technology or pedagogy,
to do original research, to make history with their discoveries, and even to invent
new products that benefit society. They have been singled out for the highest professional honors, including Pulitzer prizes, Guggenheim fellowships, and other prestigious awards.
At the same time, Trinity faculty have held steadfastly to their most important
work, the central mission to which they have devoted their lives - teaching and
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mentoring our students. Through their dedication and professionalism, they have
prepared students to lead fulfilling and accomplished lives. Trinity alumni are today,
and have been throughout the College's long and proud history, leaders in virtually
every field of life.
Trinity is a magical place. Its history reflects the quest for excellence and truth that
gives meaning to the liberal arts tradition. Combining a commitment to learning for
its own sake with an institutional commitment to community and nation, Trinity
stands proud at the turn of a new millennium. It is rooted in a city that constitutes a
remarkable educational resource, clear about its liberal arts mission , and confident it
can sustain the position it achieved over the last century as one of the nation's foremost undergraduate colleges.
All of us thank the authors as well as the many alumni, faculty, administrators, and
friends of Trinity for their efforts in creating this magnificent work. They have provided Trinity with the great gift of knowing not only one's place in history, but also
one's responsibility to it.
Evan S. Dobelle
President

PREFACE

n 1967, the Trinity College Press published The History of Trinity College, Vol. I,
by the late Professor of History, Emeritus, Glenn Weaver, a specialist in colonial
and Revolutionary-era America perhaps best known for his Jonathan Trumbull:
Connecticut's Merchant Magistrate, 1710 - 1785, and also the author of an illustrated
history of the city of Hartford and several institutional histories of Hartford-based
corporations. The book provides a comprehensive account of the College from its
founding in 1823 to the end ofWorld War I, together with a synopsis of the period
from 1920 to U.S. entry into World War II.
During the post-World War II decades, every facet of Trinity's institutional life
underwent sweeping change and development (as did American higher education as
a whole). A period of such fundamental importance obviously deserves thorough
study. As early as the 1970s, there was talk of commissioning a second volume of the
College history. It was not until 1982, however, that President james F. English,Jr.,
Hon. '89 asked Professor Weaver to undertake the work. As initially conceived, the
book would briefly recap Trinity's first century, provide expanded coverage of
President Remsen B. Ogilby's administration (1920-43), and then focus in detail on
the period from the end of the War through the early 1980s, encompassing the presidencies of G. Keith Funston '32, Hon. '62, Albert C.Jacobs Hon. '68, and Theodore
D. Lockwood ' 48, Hon. '81.
Professor Weaver promptly began research on the College history, while simultaneously preparing a book on the Italian presence in colonial Virginia. His retirement
in 1987 enabled him to devote all the more attention to the Trinity project. However,
its completion was not an institutional priority in the late 1980s and early 1990s. In
1994, Interim President Borden W. Painter,Jr. '58, Hon. '95 restored the project to a
firm footing with the goal of having the history appear in conjunction with Trinity's
forthcoming 175th anniversary. He appointed an advisory committee chaired by
College Archivist Peter J. Knapp '65 to exercise editorial oversight. Professor Weaver
took up the task with renewed dedication, but in 1996 declining health made it
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impossible for him to continue with it. The College Archivist was then asked to bring
the book to completion, and he agreed to do so in collaboration with his wife, Anne
H. Knapp M'76. They proceeded with the guidance and support of a reconstituted
editorial advisory committee composed of Professors Painter and Edward W. Sloan
III of the History Department, Associate Academic Dean and Lecturer in History J.
Ronald Spencer '64, and Director of Publications Roberta N.Jenckes M'87.
Professor Weaver made an invaluable contribution before his withdrawal from the
project. By that time he had drafted five chapters, bringing the story through the
1950s, and begun a chapter on the 1960s. The greater part of this material appears in
the finished product, although much of it has been reorganized and revised as a result
of new research findings , the evolving conceptualization of the volume, and the need
to give it a unified authorial voice. Regrettably, Professor Weaver passed away in
January 2000, prior to the book's publication.
Soon after Peter and Anne Knapp began work, an institutional decision was made
to extend the history to 1998, Trinity's 175th anniversary year, instead of concluding
with the inauguration of President English in 1981. This very substantially increased
the amount of research and writing they had to do and necessitated an adjustment in
the timetable for publication. It also presented them with the delicate task of writing
about the very recent past - a task requiring intellectual finesse, discriminatingjudgment, and no little tact.
Trinity College in the Twentieth Century, A History opens with a concise review of
Trinity's first 100 years and a timeline (adapted by tl1e Knapps from a chronology tl1at
RobertS. Morris ' 16, M' 17, Hon. '65 prepared in the early 1950s) tracing important
events between the institution's founding and 1920. It then proceeds to recount the
complex, multifaceted process of growth and change that ultimately transformed
Trinity from the "Hartford local," as it was called early in the 20th century, into one
of the country's leading liberal arts colleges. Like The Histo'ry of Trinity College, Vol.
I , of which it is the lineal descendant, the book is expansive in scope, taking as its
domain everything from presidential administrations to athletics, the wartime V-12
program to curriculum reform, expansion of the physical plant to student activism,
coeducation to neighborhood involvement. Its pages are filled with the people - faculty, administrators, students, trustees , alumni, and friends - who, decade after
decade, have cherished Trinity and helped sustain its special character. In short, this
is a richly informative portrait of the institution in tl1e modern era. Complementing
the text is a large number of illustrations taken from the College's visual archives and
depicting subjects across the entire span of Trinity's history.

•

•

Johann Droysen once observed tl1at "History is the 'Know Thyself' of humanity
- the self-consciousness of mankind." Institutions, like people, need to know tl1em-
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selves, to be conscious of whence they came, of how they have b een shap ed over time,
of what makes them distinctive, of where th ey fit into larger p atterns of historical
development. This may be particularly true of institutio ns ofhigher education, where
the influence of tradition is always stro ng, precedent is often a guide to action, and
each generation of students and scholars builds on the achi evements of its forebears.
It is, then, fitting that Trinity has made an institutional commitment to knowing its
p ast. The publication of Trinity College in the Twentieth Century, A H istory brings
this commitment to impressive fulfillment.
J. Ronald Spencer '64
For the editorial committee
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* Notes to the Reader:
A t following an endnote indicates that infonnation supplementing the text
accompanies the source citation. Endnotes appear at the conclusion of each chapter.
Illustrations appear in gatherings within each chapter. A Roman numeral and
Arabic sequence number in the text refer to an individual illustration.
The Last two digits of the year an alumnus or alumna graduated from Trinity
appear in the text after each mention of the individual's name, with the indjcation of
the appropriate century provided by the context. Master's deg,Tees appear as M.A.
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or M.S. followed by the two-digit year, and are cited only at the first occurrence of a
name, either in full or as M if there is an accompanying illustration of an individual.
In the latter case, the full degree citation appears in the caption of the illustration.
The receipt of an honorary degree from the College is noted at the initial reference
to a name by the abbreviation Hon., and in the absence of an accompanying illustration, the specific degree such as M.A., M.S., D.D. (Doctor of Divinity), LL.D.
(Doctor of Law), etc. is given followed by the two-digit year. If there is an illustration,
Hon. M. with the two-digit year follows the name for master's degree recipients, and
Hon. with the two-digit year is given to indicate an honorary doctorate. The full
degree citation for honorary master's and doctoral degrees appears in captions. The
reference to a name in the index includes full citations of degrees.

