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to Comment on Specifics
Members of the fraternity have confirmed to the
Tripod that Alpha Delta
Phi (AD) has not been permitted to open for parties
for multiple weekends and
has been placed on social
suspension. The length of
this suspension and reason for disciplinary action are unclear, though
students have suggested
to the Tripod that AD’s
pledging procedures were
in violation of College policy. For at least the past
three weeks, AD has been
unable to open for parties and has been discouraged from holding events.
Last year, AD ran into
trouble when a member
used a derogatory racial slur on Instagram.
When the situation arose,
then-President Max Herman ’19 spoke to the Tripod,
stating that, “this type of
behavior is reprehensible.”

As rumors on campus
swirl around the reasons
for the suspension, the Tripod reached out to current
AD President Courtland
Boyle ’20, and the national
chapter of Alpha Delta Phi,
neither of whom responded
to requests for comment.
Director of Campus
Life Initiatives and Social Houses Kathryn Wojcik responded to a request for comment from
the Tripod, stating that,
“Out of respect for them
{AD}, their chapter, and
our process, I will not be
commenting at this time.”
Dean Joe Dichristina informed the Tripod
that the adminsitration
was looking into the issue, commenting that,
“At times, we may ask a
fraternity or organization
to suspend social activities until the review is
completed and resolved.”
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On The Meal Plan

The AD brother involved

GILLIAN M. REINHARD ’20 was since suspended indefEDITOR-IN-CHIEF
initely from the fraternity.

WIKIPEDIA

The Tripod spoke with Episcopal Sacristan and church
history enthusiast Brendan Clark ’21 on Evensong and
other events at the College Chapel. Story on page 8.
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At the Bistro and Cave, you
can find Barkthins, Peet’s
Coffee, and Ben and Jerry’s
ice cream.

At Third Party Vendors
		
		

At Steve’s Bagels, you can
find S & D coffee.

		
		
		
		
		

At the Underground, you
can find Omar coffee in
medium and dark roasts as
well as in the UG’s espresso
beans.

Faculty Say “Yes” to
the New Curriculum
BRENDAN W. CLARK ’21
MANAGING EDITOR
The faculty of Trinity
College passed a significant revision to the undergraduate curriculum
at the Faculty Meeting
on Tuesday, Nov. 12, including the creation of a
new distinction in credits
between “academic” and
“co-curricular.” The curriculum passed with 126 in
favor, 6 in opposition, and
3 in abstention and will
require 32 academic credits, 3 co-curricular credits,
and a wellness requirement for graduation. The
new system will be effective for the Class of 2025.
Under the new system,
academic credits would
include courses with the
designations
of
“ART,
HUM, NAT, NUM, and
SOC,” together with FirstYear Seminars, Gateway
courses, and department/
programmatic
academic
internships. Co-Curricular

credits would include approved teaching assistantships, peer-teaching, first
year mentorships, and
short-term study away
options such as J-term.
Co-curricular credits may
also be earned for paid or
unpaid internships, summer research, and fellowships. To satisfy the
wellness requirement, students will complete four
“wellness experiences,” including two before the end
of their sophomore year.
The curricular revision
also seeks to afford opportunity for innovation,
with a process in place for
departments or programs
to propose “3-credit, integrated
experiences,”
which will provide students with “experiential
certificates” upon their
successful
completion.

see CURRICULUM on page 4
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Tripod Editorial
What Do We Owe AD?

In my final editorial for
the Tripod, I wonder, what
do we owe our campus in
our capacity as Trinity’s
only student newspaper?
It is no secret at Trinity this semester that AD
has been shut down, for
an undetermined amount
of time. Upon reaching
out to Director of Campus
Life Initiatives and Social
Houses Kathryn Wojcik,
she indicated that she
could not comment on the
situation out of respect for
the fraternity brothers.
What respect do we owe
AD? They have clearly done
something wrong (again)
as they have consistently
done since my first year
at Trinity. If I am waiting
outside in the freezing cold
in the middle of the night
over the weekend, as the
social culture at Trinity so
strongly dictates I must,
don’t I, and our community,
have a right to transparency? In my final editorial, I would like to call on
Trinity to leave behind its
elitist, exclusive groups.
Why are student leaders in Elm and Key (ranging from Greek Life organizations, cultural houses,
student government, motivational speakers, etc.)
meeting in black robes,
under the impression that
they are better than anyone else? Why do sophomores pledging fraternities
get to decide which female
students are attractive
enough to be let into the
crucial social gatherings of
the weekend? Why doesn’t
the administration address
these problems? After my
recent article, putting an
end to the secret societies
seems like an obvious task.
When I speak out
against these closed, op-

pressive groups, I am constantly told they are the
ones bringing Trinity its
money. It is useless to try
and reform them. After all,
editorials critical of the
fraternities have run in the
Tripod since George Will
’62 first suggested that
they need to be ceased entirely (my own opinion on
the Greek Life system is,
ironically, not as far left).
But, as a casual observer
of Trinity’s finances, I wonder, where is all this money
that fraternities bring in?
In terms of endowment,
why do we lag dramatically
behind the NESCACs that
do not have Greek Life, or
those other familiar bastions of traditionalism we
associate with Trinity?
I absolutely love Trinity. I want the best for
Trinity College and am
incredibly grateful for every opportunity I have
had in my time here. I
find it sad that the social
culture has evolved into
polarized factions of Trinity, this divide no better
demonstrated than in the
pages of this week’s issue.
I only want Trinity to
improve, which is why I
have dedicated myself to
the student-run newspaper
in my four years here. The
Tripod serves as a method
for conveying campus discourse, featuring students
and organizations, as well
as reporting on what the
community should know.
That being said, my
primary aim is to highlight injustices that must
be discussed. My mission is never to engage
in campus muck-racking. 80% of our content
is positive, I promise!
The Tripod has grown
and changed in the past

four years. In my thirty
issues as editor-in-chief
of the Tripod, we have accomplished a lot—from
the layout, the website,
and the quality of our story ideas and writing. If I
have learned anything in
my time here, it is that
every person on campus
provides something valuable to our community.
It inspires me more
than ever to push back
on the idea that a closed
group of students deluded with notions of power contains “the best and
the brightest” of Trinity.
Each of us contributes
something important and
meaningful to the school.
I’m extremely grateful to those I work with
on the Tripod staff. Every
editor, writer, and person
of contact for our articles
has positively impacted
my time here and has improved our paper for the
benefit of the school. Next
semester,
Brendan
W.
Clark ’21 will take over for
me as editor-in-chief. He’s
an outstanding writer, a
great manager, and a true
journalist, and he will do
more with the Tripod than
I have attempted so far.
For better or for worse,
the Tripod provides a
historical
narrative
of
Trinity. Keep reading it!
Whether student, faculty, staff, administration, I
encourage you to keep up
with the Tripod, a small
record of Trinity’s story.
I’m so honored to be
a part of that history,
in whatever small way.

-GMB.
-GMR

Note on the Opinion Section

This
week’s
Tripod
had a particularly contentious opinion section.
The opinion section is a
difficult aspect of the Tripod to manage, particularly in our commitment
to balancing the values of
free speech and the notion
of the press as a marketplace of ideas. As we note
in each issue, opinions expressed belong to the writer and the writer alone.
However, on occasion,
we feel the need to address
specific articles. Thus, the
Tripod executive board specifically condemns the article “Where is the Fairness
when it Comes to Trans

Athletes,” written by Sam
Taishoff ’22. While Mr.
Taishoff has the right to
his opinion, the executive
board finds the timing of
this article to be crass and
tasteless, especially as it
promotes what we believe
to be a bigoted opinion.
The Tripod executive
board strongly believes in
the right of transgender individuals to express their
identities and recognizes
the valuable contributions
they make in our pluralistic society. Transgender individuals, just as all other
persons, should have the
opportunity to participate
in sporting activities as

they desire. An individual’s
gender identity should not
preclude them from being
an active participant, nor
should such gender identity limit them from participating in whichever way
they feel most comfortable.
The Tripod believes in
the dignity of all human
beings and encourages
the community to support
transgender
individuals
throughout the year, but
especially during Transgender Awareness Week
by taking advantage of the
plethora of events offered
by the Queer Resource Center (QRC) and other allied
organizations on campus.
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Tripod Feature
Before coming to Trinity
College I heard little about
January Term, other than
the fact that it was not a
program for people with
few means. Once it came
time to apply, I seemed
to have forgotten about
the aforementioned tip.
I launched a fundraising campaign once I
was accepted to the program in Paris regarding
Brexit and the EU. I had
been fascinated by these
subjects in high school
and intended to study
International
Relations.
Soon after, I was called a
‘poster child’ for a cause I
did not intend to take on.
I have heard it all in
the past couple of weeks
regarding my campaign:
“you are doing a great job”;
“I relate to your struggle
and hope you get the funding you need”; “you deserve
this opportunity”; “what
are you fighting for exactly?”; “do you not already receive a significant amount
of aid to be here?”; “you
are asking for too much,
it is just half of a credit.”
Yet, the hardest critic
of my actions was myself. I
overthought every possible
reaction to my actions. I
felt guilt for going to Paris
while my family struggled
to pay bills back home. I
felt like an ungrateful brat
attending a private institution asking for another
unpaid opportunity. I did
not know if I was making
the right kind of noise or
meant to be the one to pressure the institution and
people in power to place
thousands of dollars of
funding into this program.
I received a $500 scholarship from the institution,
but this covered little since
the course itself is $3,300.
I created a GoFundMe
to help supplement the
scholarship and my own
savings put into the program. I did have to face
the reality that the communities I was sharing my
link with back home have
few means themselves, so
whatever they gave was a
sacrifice and true investment in my education.
Tuition aside, I had
to think about the cost
of a roundtrip flight and
lunch for 10 days. I only
work part-time at the
Underground
and
focus on my academics.
That is when I emailed
my professors as well as
eight departments related to the EU, Brexit, and
France. I shared my Go-

FundMe link asking for
them to share it, no obligation to donate, and requested a meeting with department heads to discuss
the possibility of a grant.
I sent more emails to
offices on campus and the
administration. Although
sympathetic, some professors and members of administration were upfront
about the fact that no supplemental funding was
available for the program,
while others took me up
on my request to meet.
This brings me to an
important point that there
were in fact staff members, faculty and students
on campus who provided
assistance and emotional
support when I was unsure
or stressed in this process.
One of my professors
stood up for me at a faculty
meeting where there were
important faculty members and even a Board of
Trustees representative.
There was no way to escape the recurring issue of
lack of funding for J-Term.
A week after meeting
with the Vice President
of Enrollment and Student Success Angel Perez, I received notice that
the funding the Financial
Aid Office can provide
to
increased
students
$1,000. The $1,000 was a
start, but still not enough.
SGA President Trinsoon
’20
Larsen
na
reached out as well, and
SGA is currently helping me create a resolution to call for further
funding of this program.
So, as my experience
to find funding for J-Term
continued, I considered
multiple options for the
future of the program.
without
Students
means should not have
to be realistic about their
financial situations and
stave off this opportunity that their classmates
can take advantage of.
It is time for the institution to stop sweeping this issue under the
rug until the next poor
noise.
makes
person
No one on campus
should feel like J-Term
is impossible, or have to
go through the incredibly draining fundraising
process I went through
to make this educational opportunity a reality.

’23
Lopez Flores
A. lLopez
-Namd.A.
Wllores '23
-Nanci
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Letter to the Editor
While enjoying my 45th
Reunion this summer, I
took a look at the plaque
on the cannon that is closer to the Chapel, a picture of which is attached.
Trinity
should
not
be honoring those who
fought for the Confederacy, whose central purpose was the preservation of human bondage.
That some Trinity men
believed in, fought and
died for the “Plantation
Masters” does not warrant
their being honored alongside those who risked
all to save the Union
and demolish slavery.
After all, I am sure that

many German soldiers in
WWII died for a cause in
which they believed, but
that doesn’t ennoble them,
doesn’t entitle them to be
remembered at the same
time we recall those who

gave the ultimate sacrifice to defeat Nazism. The
plaque should be removed.
-Gregory
Barisoltll ’74
'74b
·Gregory Barison
]P''l{JJ4
P’04

Letter to the Editor
Updates from the SGA President
This
semester,
the
Student Government Association (SGA) is proud
to have served the Trinity College Study Body
in a number of ways.
We are happy to have
expanded our membership
to include a Vice President of Multicultural Affairs (Giovanni Jones),
two
WGRAC
Liaisons
(Remi Tupper and Clare
Donohoe), and two International
Student
Liaisons (Masho Jmukhadze
and Aadiv Sheth), along
with our Senators, Class
Presidents, and other Executive Board Members.
As a group, we are happy
to have spent this fall meeting with members of our
community, participating in
administrative committees,
funding the Homecoming
Brunch and Composting
on Crescent, and using
resolutions to support initiatives and individuals.
Below is listed our various committees and the work
they have accomplished
throughout the semester.
Budget
Budget Committee:
Committee:
-Supporting clubs and
events on campus through
SAF allocations
-Updating and discussing
organization policy
EAC Barnyard:
-Working to expand reach
to different organizations
and community groups
-Shifting focus to make
events more inclusive and
accessible to the entire
student body

Constitutional
Coltllstitutforutl
Revisions Committee:
Revisfoltlls
Committee:
-Editing and rewriting the
Constitution of SGA
-Established a system of
bylaws
-Included rank choice voting as an option
-Created a system for Individualized Degree Program
(IDP) Representatives
Food
Food Committee:
Committee:
-Beginning the Fair Trade
initiative with Chartwells
-Working to bring back
popular items from the
Cave as well as a new Mather station
Communications
Commumcatfons
Committee:
Committee:
-Reconstructing the SGA
website
-Updating and revamping
our Bantamgram
-Working with the communications office on School to
Student interactions
Housing
Housing Committee:
Committee:
-Reviewing the lottery
room ratings for the first
time in years
-Housing survey submitted
to students
Student
Life
Student lL:nfe
Committee:
Committee:
-Worked with the Dean
of Students on our first
college-wide Non-Discrimination Policy
-Looking into parking regulations
-Working on the Student
Integrity Contract

Student
Student Organization
OrgSLnization
Oversight
Oversight Committee:
Committee:
-Creation of the committee
and goals
-Solidification of club approval process
-Implementation of group
as a resource to recognized
student groups
Campus
Campus Safety
Safety
Committee:
Committee:
-Creation of the committee
and goals
-Improve sense of safety
among students on campus
For further information on the work that has
been done this semester,
please visit our website or
the BantamLink Student
Government
Association
page and see our uploaded
Meeting Minutes or come
to our Office Hours in the
Cave this Wednesday from
12pm-1pm or email SGAPresident@trincoll.edu.
In addition, please feel
free to join us for a Karaoke Kickback night in
Vernon Social from 6-8pm
this Thursday evening.
As always, we appreciate hearing from the members of our community, as it
is your concerns we strive
to address. We look forward
to the rest of this semester
and the upcoming spring
to continue serving you all
to the best of our ability.

-Trinna
’20,
·'I':rfurm.a Larsen
JLSL:rseltll '20,
SGA
President
§GA JP'resident

NEWS
How Trinity Students are
Engaged in the Political
Process: Campus-Wide
Involvement in Elections
KAT NAMON ’22
NEWS EDITOR
In January of 2012, the
US Department of Education issued a call to action which challenged colleges and universities to
show support for academic programs and designed
to increase student civic
learning and engagement
in democracy. As a result,
The Institute for Democracy and Higher Education
(IDHE), part of the Jonathan M. Tisch College of
Civic Life at Tufts University, created an initiative
which took the form of The
National Study of Learning,
Voting and Engagement
(NSLVE) is the first and
only study that objectively
examines institution level
data and student data on
student voting, and shares
these findings with campuses that participate in
the program. The NSLVE
offers a close examination of campus climates
for political learning and
engagement, and clarifies
correlations between specific student learning experiences and voting. Every
school that participates
in the NSLVE report has
3 report holders, and they
are responsible for getting

the report out to the rest
of the community. The
Tripod was lucky enough
to receive the report from
Office,
President’s
the
and its findings are highlighted in detail below.
The NSLVE 2018 report, put together by Tufts
University, recorded that
Trinity had a 30.9% voter
rate, a significant increase
since the 2014 report,
which recorded a voter rate
of 12.7%. This increase
was not due to more eligible voters at the college, as
that number actually went
down by 55 students, according to the 2018 report
on the midterm elections.
The number of students who voted increased
by 358, and the registration rate increased by
11.8% since 2014. Trinity’s voting registration
rates, compared to all institutions, show Trinity
below the rest by 8.3%.
The report includes
other information on the
students’ voting data and
Trinity, including voting
methods, age groups, education level, undergraduate class year, enrollment
status, gender, race/ethnicity, and field of study.
Due to Trinity’s increasing voting rate, the

New Curriculum
continued from page one
Another
significant
change is the addition of
“Honors in Liberal Arts,”
to be awarded to those students “who graduate with
a minimum 3.667 GPA in
each of two majors” in different academic divisions.
The proposal also includes a provision that
issues of faculty workload will be revisited by
an “implementation and
oversight
subcommittee”
two years after the program is implemented. The
revised proposal does not
make any changes to the
College’s foundational and
distribution requirements,
though the proposal’s rationale does indicate that

the Committee will “be
considering the rationales
of all these requirements
over the coming year.”
The Tripod spoke with
Interim Dean of the Faculty and Vice President
for Academic Affairs Sonia Cardenas, who added
that “we are grateful to
the Curriculum Committee and the faculty for
thier thoughtful work and
commitment. It’s a distinctive, forward-looking
curriculum that advances
our mission and prepares
students for the future.”
The Tripod previously
reported on the changes in
an Oct. 1 article. The full
proposal, together with the
rationale, will also be available on the Tripod’s website.

college was honored in
the 2019 “ALL IN” Challenge Awards Ceremony,
which recognized colleges
and universities that are
committed to increasing
student voting rates and
wider interest in voter participation on their campuses. The overall turnout for
college students reached
40.3% in the 2018 midterm
election, a more than twofold increase since 2014.
The
ceremony
took
place on Tuesday, Nov. 12,
in Washington D.C. Trinity received a silver seal
for achieving a student enrollment and voting rate
between 30% and 39%.
Associate Vice President
for External Affairs and
the President’s Chief of
Staff, Jason Rojas, added
“We remain committed to
working across campus
to graduate civic-minded
students. While we believe our work is not yet
complete, civic awareness
is a part of the Trinity experience, whether in the
classroom, in the cafeteria,
in the bookstore, or in our
neighborhoods. We all have
a responsibility to ensure
our students are educated
about the voting process
and the impact their votes
have in each election.”

The Fair Trade
Campaign and its
Food Products on
Trinity’s Campus
GILLIAN REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

To increase sustainability initiatives on campus,
Trinity joined the Fair
Trade Campaign earlier
this semester. The Fair
Trade Campaign is a grassroots movement encouraging conscious consumption. Fair Trade goods
provide producers, such
as farmers and workers,
economically stable and
sustainable
livelihoods.
According to FairTradeCampaigns.org, it encourages “sustainable production and environmental
protection.” Through this
movement, members of
the Trinity community
are encouraged to promote Fair Trade products
and increase Fair Trade
foods offered on campus.
Fair Trade is commonly
confused with Free Trade.
FairTradeCampaigns.org
clarifies that Fair Trade
“ensures that producers
are treated ethically and
fairly compensated for
the work they are doing,”
while Free Trade focuses
on the corporations and
businesses
responsible
for imports and exports.
The Tripod spoke with
Trinity College’s sustain-

ability coordinator Rose
Rodriguez ’15, who has
been working with Chartwells to put together a list
of which products offered
at Trinity are Fair Trade
certified. On the meal plan,
the Bistro and the Cave offer Barkthins, Peets Coffee, and Ben & Jerry’s ice
cream. At Steve’s Bagels, S
and D coffee is Fair Trade,
while the Underground
offers Omar coffee in the
medium and dark roasts
as well as espresso beans.
“This will be an ongoing project as more products become available and
more campus locations offer Fair Trade products,”
explained
Rodriguez.
“Chartwells and the office of sustainability are
leading these efforts, but
students in the SGA food
committee are now involved in the discussions
as well as the managers
of each campus store that
make purchasing decisions
on particular products.”
Currently,
important steps to promote the
Fair Trade Campaign on
campus include raising
awareness of Fair Trade
products at Trinity. “And
of course, we plan to expand the list of products
offered,” added Rodriguez.

OPINION

Patriotism, Democracy, and Chinese Students Abroad

When I was still a little kid in an elementary
school in China, I was
told by my teacher in the
patriotic education class
that I should love my
country. The slogan that
we recited repeatedly is
that “love the party and
love the country.” I was
too young to decipher the
nuance within that slogan: the fact that the party is ahead of the country.
After Xi Jinping assumed
the presidency in 2013,
he
strengthened
his
grasp on power both politically and ideologically.
He first proposed the socalled “Chinese Dream”
in 2013, that China’s lost
national greatness will
eventually be restored
by no one other than the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP). His doctrine,
“Xin Jinping’s Thought,”
was enshrined in the Chinese Constitution after
the 19th National Congress of CPC that its core
is “Ensuring the Communist Party of China’s
leadership over all forms
of work in China.” Besides, Xi is a nationalistic
leader and has strategies

such as conflating the
idea between the CCP
and China as a cultural
and social representation
and others to indoctrinate the Chinese citizen
and bolster legitimacy.
Clearly, this strategy
is extremely effective in
certain aspects. On the
one hand, any comments
or actions which attempt
to criticize the CCP are
being labeled as ‘unpatriotic’ and later chastised
by the public outcry.
The Hong Kong protest
has received unanimous
condemnation from people in mainland China
as it was labelled by
the CCP as ‘intervention and efforts from the
West.’ From a broader
perspective, strong Chinese nationalism also
enhances people’s belief
in and support of the
CCP government and
demonizes
democracy
and the West. However,
Xi’s manipulation of Chinese nationalism and the
conflation of the CCP as
China actually backfires
and makes it harder for
him to achieve his goal
of “reunifying China.”

Fewer and fewer people,
especially young people,
identify themselves not
as Chinese but rather as
separate identities, like
Hongkongers and Taiwanese in Hong Kong
and Taiwan. Specifically
for Hong Kong’s case, the
hatred towards the ‘CCP
China’ combines with economic despair caused by
income disparity, incentivizing protesters to persevere in their actions, deteriorating the situation
and escalating violence.
Today, over 500,000
students
from
mainland China are studying
abroad in North America and Western Europe,
with 360,000 of them
are studying in the U.S.
(33.2% of all international students in the U.S.),
amid the U.S.-China
Trade War and protest in
Hong Kong. Those overseas students are in no
way immune from this
surge of Chinese nationalism. There have been
tons of recent articles
written by Chinese oversea students, most of
them claiming that they
have become more ‘patri-

otic’ after having the opportunity to study abroad
because they have discovered that the democratic
values promoted by the
West are sinister and
hypocritical, using democracy as an excuse to
exploit other parts of the
world and advance their
interests. There are lots
of answers from students
such as: ‘You claim that
China has no freedom of
speech, but what about
media in the U.S., aren’t
they all run by corporations and are partisan?’
The main takeaway
of my piece is this: there
isn’t a single political
system in the world that
is perfect. The idea that
Chinese overseas students become more ‘patriotic’ after studying
abroad is inherently
problematic because they
should have obtained the
ability to think critically
and discern differences
in political systems. Political gridlock and the
rise of populism reveals
the tremendous weakness within the democratic system. But the
simple fact that I have to

remain anonymous when
writing this piece says a
lot about the Chinese authoritarianism system.
Sure, partisan media is
one of the major issues in
the U.S., but it does not
justify suppression by
the Chinese government
when it comes to freedom of speech. The bottom line is that it’s more
important than ever for
students like us to reject whataboutisms, nationalistic emotions, and
tendencies towards oversimplified international
incidents. We need to be
independent
thinkers
and not be trapped in any
cults of political belief.

gone some physical transitions and have a testosterone level lower than
that of an average man.
This rule was created just
before the 2016 Summer
Olympics in Rio De Janeiro, but this is one of the
first times it has seen an
intense challenge. People
are calling for the rule to
be repealed and for transgenders to have their own
category or to compete in
the category of their biological sex due to unfairness.
While fairness is an
important thing to keep
in mind when examining
all this, one should also
consider safety, especially in the realm of physical sports such as boxing,
wrestling, hockey, etc.
Men naturally tend to be
larger, taller, have denser bones, and have more
muscle mass than women. Even transgendered
women carry these same
traits, as they have once
been men, too. So when it
comes to a man competing
against a woman in a violent sport such as Mixed
Martial Arts (MMA), there
are clear reasons as to why
the leagues are separate.
However, one fighter has
broken through that barrier, having transitioned from
male to female in 2006:

Fallon Fox, a professional
athlete who was born and
raised as a man. Fox had
been living as a heterosexual male for a long time, 31
years to be precise. During
that time, she had a child
with her then-girlfriend
and had even joined the
Navy. Then, in 2006, she
travelled to Bangkok to get
gender reassignment surgery. She continued to train
after she returned and in
2013, she began to fight in
the female league. After
her first two professional
fights, she came out as a
transgender woman and
announced she planned to
keep fighting. The league
had no rules in place to
keep this from happening,
so she kept fighting in the
women’s league of MMA.
Fox had always been
dominant in her ability to
wipe the floor with her opponents. Even former UFC
Champion Ronda Rousey
remarked that she could
never fight Fox due to her
unwomanly bone structure
and strength. She wins
almost every match she
fights and does so convincingly. In her last fight, in
2014, she destroyed her opponent so brutally that Fox
stopped competing in MMA
tournaments. Fox gave her
opponent a concussion, sev-

en stitches to the head, and
a fractured skull, all within the first round. Fox’s opponent, Tamikka Brents,
expressed her thoughts on
Twitter: “I’ve fought a lot of
women and have never felt
the strength that I felt in
a fight as I did that night.
I can’t answer whether
it’s because she was born
a man or not because I’m
not a doctor. I can only say,
I’ve never felt so overpowered ever in my life and I
am an abnormally strong
female in my own right.
Her grip was different, I
could usually move around
in the clinch against other females but couldn’t
move at all in Fox’s clinch.”
So why are things like
this allowed to happen now
a days? Should such things
be allowed to happen? For
the majority of Americans,
they seem to be unaware
that such things are happening as they don’t tend
to pay all that much attention to women’s sports. But
for the feminist movement,
the fact that biological
men are able to invade and
dominate their personal
leagues is quite infuriating.
Ashley McGuire, one
of the many leaders of the
feminist movement, claims
that “Twenty years ago, if a
man hit a woman so hard

that he sent her to the
hospital, he’d be in prison.
Now he can get paid for
it.” She isn’t the only person who finds issue with
these kinds of happenings.
A great deal of concerned
Americans are taking to
Twitter and writing the
IOC, expressing their disbelief that such things are
being allowed to happen.
Some are even going so
far as to claim that soon
people who aren’t actually
transgender will begin to
say that they are just so
they can compete in a possibly easier league. A few
extremists are comparing
it to a person pretending to
be mentally handicapped
just so they can participate in the special Olympics (as seen in a 2004
episode of South Park). A
more recent and relevant
episode of South Park involved a biological man
who actually claimed to be
a woman simply to compete in an easier league.
Perhaps the world really is trying too hard to
make an inclusive environment for all. Perhaps
it’s time to step back and
look at the harm this is
doing to other athletes.
Or maybe the times are
just changing and we
just have to deal with it.

The author of this
piece expressed to the
Tripod that they need
to publish anonymously
due to fear of retaliation
from the Chinese government when they return
home for winter break.

Where is the Fairness when it Comes to Trans Athletes?
SAM TAISHOFF ’22
STAFF WRITER
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Since Bruce Jenner’s
public
transformation
into Caitlyn Jenner in the
spring of 2015, transsexuality has become well-known
throughout the world, and
few people have yet to hear
about it. Though many
Americans have come to
accept transgendered people, even going so far as
to giving them their own
bathrooms and protecting
them against ‘hate speech,’
there are also many people who believe that biological men do not belong
in the world of sports; at
least, not in the way they
would like to be. Many
strides have been made to
include transgender people
in sports, but has it gotten
to a point where all this
attempted inclusivity is
ruining sports for others?
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) made
a rule in 2016 that transgender women can compete in women’s events so
long as they have under-
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Elm and Key Perpetuates Negative Culture at Trinity
DANIEL NESBITT ’22
OPINION EDITOR
In my Tripod article
in last week’s edition entitled “SGA Represents
Students; Must Denounce
Elm and Key,” I called
on all student leaders
and SGA members to denounce the Elm and Key
Society. Much to my stupefaction, I have learned
that SGA President Trinna Larsen is a member of

tions, presumably in reference to my article published that day. In her
lamentations she wrote
that those students going
after Elm and Key (presumably me) “need mental help.” Furthermore,
she encouraged other secret society members to
“remember these pricks
if they ever come looking
for jobs from any of you.”
Not only is she a member of Elm and Key, trying

“What kind of ‘important
work’ could they be doing for
campus culture when their
members act crassly and inconsiderately toward others?”
the Elm and Key Society.
Last Tuesday, Nov. 12,
suspiciously enough, the
very same day my last
piece on Elm and Key was
published, I received a
screenshot of a GroupMe
conversation
from
an
anonymous,
encrypted
email. In this group chat,
presumably the Elm and
Key group chat, Larsen
was venting her frustra-

to surreptitiously and nefariously impose their will
upon Trinity rather than
through the democratic
means for which she was
specifically elected, but
she has also acted with blatant disregard, antipathy,
and spite toward members
of her own constituency.
Her statements would almost certainly constitute
“conduct that is unbecom-

ing of a Trinity College
student,” as outlined in
the Student Handbook,
let alone the standard of
conduct for the highest
elected office in the SGA.
By any measure, though,
her statements are entirely improper for that
of an elected official – is
it too much to ask that an
elected official treat her
constituents with respect
and not question their
mental health and seek
to harm their future employment opportunities?
Further, Larsen’s comments trivialize the true
struggles of those suffering and laboring through
mental health issues. To
suggest that I, among others, “need mental help”
purely for having the gall
to openly criticize Elm
and Key and SGA does a
disservice to the countless
Trinity students battling
mental health problems.
Larsen’s
comments
also raise even further
questions
surrounding
the values of Elm and
Key. What kind of “important work” could they
be doing for campus cul-

ture when their members
act crassly and inconsiderately toward others?

as SGA President, or at
the very least I hope that
members of SGA can agree

Trinna Larsen

These are the same kids basically stalking
SGA, used to be Churchill, are now young
Americans for liberty, they honestly all
need mental help and I don't think this is
going to be taken seriously so I'm certainly
not

•
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•
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Trinna Larsen

Just remember these pricks if they ever
come looking for jobs from any of you

If one’s work is truly for
the amelioration of Trinity campus culture and
climate, then why must
one resort to this shameful conduct in doing so?
That the members of Elm
and Key approve of and
encourage this kind of
speech, as shown by the
number of likes within
GroupMe, speaks volumes
about the true goals and
motivations of this group.
In light of these findings, I believe that Trinna Larsen should resign

to censure Larsen for her
comments. Perhaps a recall is in store for next
semester, however, due
to the jiggery-pokery of
the SGA, or perhaps their
simple
incompetency,
there is no constitutional
mechanism by which a recall vote can be conducted.
Regardless, Larsen must
be reprimanded for her
actions. Prior to this article’s publication, Larsen
was contacted for comment, however, she declined to issue a response.

Picking Classes and Losing Hope: Course Selections

lays for some students that
leave them with none of
their first choices. A delay
After enduring anoth- of two minutes can mean
er turbulent course regis- not getting into any of your
tration period, I had the most desired classes, even
same reaction as I did ever when they are for some of
since I picked my spring Trinity’s most popular masemester classes during my
freshman year: I hate this.
I’m willing to write off my
initial reaction of this system as hysterical and possibly unreliable because
when its 7:01, I’ve only
gotten five hours of sleep,
and I just had all my initial
classes rejected, I’m not
in the right state of mind jors like Political Science
to form rational criticism. or Public Policy and Law.
But, even after I cool off I’ve witnessed and heard of
and do damage control on countless students encounmy battered schedule, I’m tering an unresponsive
still perplexed as to why webpage or poor internet
Trinity decides to use a sys- connection that resulted in
tem that has the same flaws them not being able to enroll for 10 minutes. Someevery semester and causes
time even hours because of
students so much stress.
a misplaced advisor hold.
My main qualm about
Once this damage is
the current system is the
done, it can never be refact that when you have
versed. These students
first-come, first-serve regisare doomed to take classtration for everyone in the
es they aren’t particularly
class, it guarantees the sysinterested in. If you ever
tem will crash. TC online
look over the course enclearly can’t manage the
rollments as a freshman or
drastic increase in traffic
sophomore 12 hours after
when 600 students press
the 7 am start time, you are
the same button at once.
left with a slim selection
This causes devastating de-

CHRISTO TOUB ’22
STAFF WRITER

of courses that don’t align
with the mainstream academic interests of Trinity’s
student body. Since Trinity
student’s levels of academic interest are very slanted
toward certain majors, we
have a system where a gi-

“A delay of two minutes can
mean not getting into any of your
most desired classes... Students
are doomed to take classes they
aren’t particularly interested in.”
ant pool of kids are vying
for a limited number of
spaces in essential classes. Freshman and even
sophomores can be denied
access to starter classes
that they need to complete if they are going to
take more advanced courses in their major track.
Secondly, does the Trinity system have to be so
early? I feel like the school
is begging for kids to miss
the deadline and screw
themselves. Maybe that’s
Trinity’s strategy to thin
the heard by getting rid of
the irresponsible and less
organized students. I’m not
sure. Luckily for Trinity, I
have a solution that I think

would make student’s less
resentful with the course
selection process. Trinity could have students of
each grade submit all their
first choice classes ranked
before a certain deadline,
similar to the way incoming freshman select their
classes over the summer.
This way, it would eliminate the franticness of
dealing student’s problems
post 7 AM, when the class
selection rush hour is in
full effect. Because if you
are one of these student’s
whose system crashed
when clicking enroll or
had a hold on your registration, you can be barred
from even taking one class
that fits your major requirement, if you are interested in a popular academic discipline at Trinity.
If students pre-submitted their first choices and
had a lottery system based
off first choice preference,
it would be a much less
stressful experience for
all. No longer would a student who was indifferent
about taking that random
Philosophy course steal
another student’s favorite
course. The only reason
I can think of for Trinity
maintaining this first-

come, first-serve system
is that it maybe rewards
those who are most prepared, but it doesn’t even
succeed at that. Maybe
there are some administrative secrets I don’t know,
but by all appearances,
it seems like we could
be doing better when it
comes to class registration.
Finally, I would like to
address the problem I’ve
been subtly mentioning
throughout this article:
how colleges across the
country should address
majors or areas of academic study that have very little enrollment. Should they
be maintained for the sake
of academic freedom, or
should their resources be
reallocated to support more
popular majors that would
better fit the interests of
the general student body?
I wonder if schools decided
if there isn’t a significant
enough level of academic
interest or enrollment in
a in a class or major, then
it would be appropriate to
cut the program to better
support their more popular
majors or areas of study.
I’m not sure whether this is
an impractical idea or even
a good idea, I just wanted to pose this question.

FEATURES
Trinity’s Radio Station, WRTC,
is an On-Campus Treasure
MAURA KEARY ’22
STAFF WRITER
The area that sits in the
left, first floor corner of the
High Rise Dormitory on
Trinity College’s campus,
lies a studio that not quite
everyone knows about. It is
home to the WRTC (Radio
Trinity College) station,
Trinity’s non-commercial
FM radio. The federal license of WRTC is held by
Trinity College. A budget is
provided but the majority
of the funding comes from
loyal listener donations.
WRTC broadcasts a
wide range of music shows,
varying from rock, jazz,
and country to classical
and more on 89.3 FM.
Along with music, radio
hosts also broadcast the
community calendar and
at times even interviews
with well-known artists
from around the globe.
The hosts of these shows
are all volunteers, either
members of the surrounding Hartford community
or students here at Trinity.

WRTC runs 24-hours a
day, 365 days a year with
new shows constantly joining into the mix. No matter
the time of day, if you tune
into WRTC FM, you’re
bound to hear something
new and entertaining.
Although 89.3 FM does
not reach farther than
parts of Connecticut and
Massachusetts, you can
stream live shows at your
convenience at wrtcfm.
com. In addition to this,
you can also listen to the
web archives on WRTC’s
website, which offers the
last two weeks of radio
shows to listeners. This is
a benefit that some other radio stations do not
offer, as live streaming
would be the only option.
However, WRTC gives
the listeners the opportunity to tune into live and
past shows of their choice.
As previously mentioned, there are so many
shows that make up what
WRTC is today, some old
and some very new. Here
are some of the genres that

are broadcasted on a weekly
rotation: Caribbean, rock,
Latin, country, African,
jazz, gospel, Portuguese,
blues, funk and classical.
Operating for a little over
70 years now, WRTC has
expanded its range of music and audiences as seen
through donations and
community
volunteers.
For those of you out
there wondering what it is
you need to do to host your
own show on WRTC—you
can reach out to staff or
coordinators at the station to share your ideas
and complete a training
course needed to become
a radio operator. WRTC
is a musical, educational,
and community program
that encourages members
of Trinity and beyond to
participate and listen.
WRTC is just one of Trinity’s hidden gems that continues to produce content
throughout the decades,
playing a variety a music
to fit an array of tastes,
while reaching so many
different walks of life.

February 26, 1947: WRTC
Goes on Air for the First Time

The Fall 2019
Bantam Barometer
The Faculty
Trinity Athletics
Greek Life
Center for Student
Success and Career
Development
Office of Diversity,
Equity and
Inclusion
Campus Safety

4.0/5
3.1/5
3.0/5
2.9/5
2.8/5
2.8/5

Hartford

2.7/5

Residential Life

2.6/5

SGA

2.5/5

Bantam Network

2.3/5

Chartwells

2.3/5

President BergerSweeney

2.2/5
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How happy are students with Trinity? To
gain some insight, the Tripod conducted a study. We
reached out to all students
via class Facebook groups,
and presented a survey
asking those who partook
to rank their happiness
with different facets of
campus life on a scale of
one (being least satisfied)
to five (being most satisfied). Across the board,
Trinity students consider their school to be just
about average, with almost all results coming in
at around a three out of five
for satisfaction. The faculty and athletics surged
to the top with high overall student satisfaction,
while dining services and
the administration scored
lowest amongst students.

Of the more than
2,200 students at Trinity,
only 105 took the survey,
making our results highly unscientific. Additionally, factors such as bias
and interpretation were
discounted by this study.
So, please take these results with a grain of salt.
This initiative was
inspired by a biannual survey conducted by
The Bowdoin Orient.
In almost complete
contrast to Trinity, Bowdoin students most recently
ranked their dinning services very high and their
athletic program very low.
For more ideas on student outreach or categories to include next spring,
please email tripod@trincoll.edu or visit our website at trinitytripod.com.
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Faculty Profile: Professor Falk
SHAWN OLSTEIN ’22
STAFF WRITER
Professor Glenn Falk
is a professor of the practice of Public Policy and
Law at Trinity College. He
teaches a variety of classes involving the law and
criminal justice system.
This January, Professor
Falk will be teaching Trials of the Century, which
examines famous criminal and civil trials of the
early twentieth century.
Professor Falk’s interest in the law began in elementary school. He had
a passion for history, and
an interest in Abraham
Lincoln which sparked
his interest in becoming a
lawyer. Some of the first
major legal cases Professor Falk studied were the
land claim cases made
by the Passamaquoddy,
Maliseet, and Penobscot
Native American tribes
against the state of Maine.
These cases were battled
throughout the 1970s and
were particularly interesting to Professor Falk given
the use of historical trea-

ties from the 1700s to argue the cases. The Native
American land claim cases
demonstrated how lawyers
can use history to change
the present and inspired
Professor Falk to pursue
his first summer job during
law school at Pine Tree legal assistance in Maine.
In 1982, Professor Falk
graduated from Harvard
and later went on to graduate from Harvard Law
School in 1985. After graduating law school, Falk
represented low income
tenants for New Haven
Legal assistance. After
about 12 years of working
in civil law, he switched
to representing criminal
defendants. As a criminal defendant Professor
Falk described how he
would feel crushed every
time one of his clients received a poor sentence.
In 2007, Professor Falk
earned a master’s degree
in history from Trinity College. He had always had a
passion for history and had
wanted to obtain a history
degree for a long time. One
of Falk’s professors at Trin-

ity had informed him that
the college was looking for
someone to teach a law
and argument class for the
Public Policy and Law department. Thus, Falk bgan
his second career as a professor. His title as a professor of the practice of Public Policy and Law reflects
both his academic and
professional
experience.
Professor Falk’s favorite
classes to teach are his Legal History and Crime and
Punishment classes, as
they allow him to combine
his love for history and the
law. Falk has been surprised by the increasing
attention students pay toward issues of poverty and
mass incarceration in the
legal system, as for years
he has felt like a “voice
crying out in the wilderness” for these problems.
While he is no longer
in the courtroom, he still
gets a taste of courtroom
life by coaching Trinity
College’s mock trial team.
Falk described mock trial
as “perfectly replicating
the challenges and atmosphere of a real trial.”

Evensong, Pink Shabbat, and
Religious Life at Trinity
GILLIAN M. REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Throughout the year,
members of the campus
community can look forward to Evensong, a program of sung psalms,
prayers and canticles presented in the historic Trinity College Chapel. To learn
more about the event, the
Tripod spoke with Senior
Episcopal Sacristan and
religious history enthusiast Brendan Clark ’21.
As Clark explained,
Evensong has its origins
in the medieval tradition
of compline and vespers,
which were periods of evening prayer that signified
the end of the day and the
coming of night in European monasteries. These
prayer practices were historically part of (and continue to be in some monastic communities) a division
of the day into canonical
hours, referring to fixed periods of prayer throughout
the course of the day. The
event is designed to be an
ecumenical service, meaning that those of many
different Christian sects
can participate. Evensong
itself has its heritage in

the practices of the Roman Catholic and Lutheran traditions, as well as
in Anglicanism. The event
is also a showcase of the
work of the Chapel Singers, who sing significant
portions of the service.
Evensong is followed by
an agape dinner in which
all are invited to share.
Clark emphasized that
the concept of “agape,” or,
“love,” harkens back to the
early days of the Christian
church. An agape meal is
communal and seeks to solidify the bonds of friendship and instill values of
humility and friendship
in a congregation. Upcoming Evensongs will happen
again at the Chapel on
Feb. 5 and Apr. 22, both
beginning at 5:15 p.m.
As Clark pointed out,
religious and spiritual life
at Trinity is vibrant. Just a
night after Evensong, the
Charleston House of Interfaith Cooperation hosted
the Interfaith Friendship
Feast. The meal brought
together members from a
variety of different religions on campus, including
Faith Inspired Students
at Trinity (FIST), Chapel
Council, Faith Circle, Mus-

lim Students Association,
Hillel, Newman Club, and
Trinity Zen. All in attendance were encouraged to
discuss the role of faith on
campus to them and share
with others what “feeds
their soul.” Clark added
that the Charleston House
organized a fantastic event.
This Friday will see
the annual Pink Shabbat,
an event hosted by Hillel
in honor of breast cancer
awareness. The event, as
part of the Women at the
Summit
programming,
will honor two Trinity
alumnae, Molly Goodwin Zaentz ’09 and Lily
Pepper Sommer ’12, who
began the tradition of
Pink Shabbat at Trinity.
Over the upcoming
weekend,
members
of
the community will also
see participation from
the religious community at Cranksgiving, an
alleycat bike race that
supports the Grace Episcopal Church Food Pantry in Hartford.
The race, sponsored by
the Community Service
Office, has started at the
Chapel for several years
and sees participation from
students and faculty alike.

Faculty Profile:
Professor Williams
KATIE CERULLE ’22
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Racism, or better defined by Professor Johnny
Williams as white racism,
is pervasive in society today, holding the oppressed
as a sub-human group
within our illusory hierarchy. Professor Williams
has dedicated the latter
part of his career to educating those willing to listen on the structural policies and ideologies that
have led to our systemically white racist society.
Before Trinity College,
Professor Williams spent
many years earning multiple degrees. He holds
a bachelor’s degree from
Ouachita Baptist University in Arkansas, two master’s degrees from University of Arkansas and from
Brandeis University, as well
as a PhD in sociology, also
from Brandeis. To fund his
education, Professor Williams was enrolled in the
ROTC program. In 1991,
while attending Brandeis,
he was called to active duty
and was deployed in Somalia. He returned from
Somalia and completed his
PhD in 1994. After working a few years at Colorado
College, Professor Williams
headed to the Northeast,
and has worked in the
Ssciology department at
Trinity College since 1996.
As a professor of sociology, Professor Williams
teaches multiple classes
dedicated to informing students of the structures and
impacts of the society humanity has created. When
prompted to discuss his
favorite course to teach,
he indicated his racism
course, because of its personal connections. When
asked to provide a definition of racism in the United States, Williams replied
that, “it’s not racism. It’s
systemic white racism. Our
society creates the group

mentality that we are all
socialized into. Things like
race are fictional ideologies that we create, and so
it becomes real purely because people believe it is.”
His racism transforms
conceptions of how the
country operates. He centralizes his course around
the idea that racism in
America is a collective endeavor, created by society
as a whole and perpetuated by individuals who
accept the norms of white
privilege. The systems that
we implement perpetuate
the idea of whiteness as
an ideology, meaning the
internalization of gaining privileges that others
within the racially categorized other do not receive.
Williams was also willing to discuss his controversial Twitter account, which
gained media attention after he made a post stating
“Whiteness is terrorism.”
He explained, “I was not
talking about white people,
I was discussing the whiteness ideology. The internalized idea of people who believe they are of the ‘white’
race and are exploiting the
defined ‘other.’” As Williams explained, our “created hierarchy roots itself
in fallacious science constructed to manipulate a
defined subhuman race, being that there is no biological evidence of genetic difference between someone
of one so called race versus
another. Even our current
language, for example,
the use of the term people
of color, creates the standard of human as white.”
Williams ended his interview positively, stressing
his belief that humanity is
capable of achieving an equitable society. He stated, “the first step is to acknowledge the problem and
recognize these systems of
oppression,” and also expressed, “we all have the
power to change our reality.”

SHUYUE ZHANG ’22

Brendan Clark ’21 and Kip Lynch ’22 were honored to
attend the Interfaith Friendship Feast.
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Which Came First the Article or the Egg: An A&E Farewell
LIZ FOSTER ’22
and HUNTER SAVERY ’20
A&E EDITORS
Liz’s Thoughts:
Each week, a blank
page taunts me as I debate
what 300-800 words I will
produce for readers of this
section. However, the task
of finishing out an absurd
semester of Arts & Entertainment content (one
with a recent spike in food
reviews) proved the most
challenging. This semester
has been full of suprises,
Venmos, and bad jokes,
what could we possibly do to
finish out strong? With this
in mind, I’m here to tell you
about my Saturday brunch.
Like any good Trinity
College student, I awoke
at the ripe hour of noon.
Due to a road trip, a lack of
clear communication, and a
failure to eat the cereal my
mom sent me off to school
with in September, I found
myself still breakfast-less
at the dark hour of 3 p.m.
Naturally, I raided my
co-editor Hunter Savery’s
fridge to satiate my cravings for breakfast foods.
Searching around the confusing kitchen of 78 Crescent, I was met with a stack
of sourdough, some shredded cheese, five eggs that
I deemed “broke boy eggs”
due to their miniature stature, a plethora of bacon,
and various hot sauces.
Unfortunately, I have
very little experience in
the kitchen. I can make a
mean avo-toast and scrambled egg combo, but when
it came to the simple task
of frying an egg, I was a
bit lost. After some careful
coaching, a lot of olive oil,
and one soldier lost to the
compost bin, I succeeded.
Sprinkling in cheese, salt,

and pepper, the eggs began
to form into a semblance
of edible material. Elated,
I donated one to Farran
Brown ’22 who entered the
house in a whirlwind before disappearing back into
the wild, and gave my host
his choice of the remaining
three. After coaxing the
eggs onto my sourdough
that had been toasted,
quite literally, an hour ago,
all I needed was the bacon.
Slightly greasy but only
due to an unforeseen paper
towel shortage, I smushed
two strips into my poor excuse for a bacon, egg, and
cheese and coated that
bad boy in hot sauce. After enjoying a few bites, I
realized I absolutely hated
said sauce and requested more options. Moving
forward with a new spicy
condiment, I attacked the
sandwich. What I learned
from this “BEC” was that
I am a very mediocre cook,
but that nothing is quite as
satisfying as making your
damn breakfast. Living
in High Rise has deprived
me of a lot of basic human
rights, but its lack of kitchen is a massive detriment.
Being in a kitchen provided
me with responsibility, not
unlike owning a pet. I actually had to try to not fuck up
my food, carefully watching
my eggs and awaiting instruction on when to put
things in them. Rather
than my usual meal of brick
ramen cooked in a plastic container in the microwave, my Saturday brunch
was a fully constructed
product of my own efforts,
save(ry) for the bacon
which I did not understand
and shafted onto Hunter.
breakmy
Perhaps
fasts shouldn’t come from
Dunkin’ Donuts, Steve’s

Bagels, or even the trusty
Bistro, but rather my
own hard work and labor.
Hunter
Takes:
H1umtier Hot
Hot Take
The Tripod’s A&E Department has been overwhelmed with requests for
more Hunter and Liz reviews, so much so that our
computers crashed and this
article was originally written as a series of tweets.
However, we had no choice
but to answer the demands
of the unwashed masses,
but how? Like the great
Hunter S. Thompson before us, Liz and I went on a
savage journey to the heart
of the American dream,
but after the road trip we
found ourselves famished.
This is why, on this fine
Saturday in the year of our
Lord two-thousand and
nineteen, we decided to
make breakfast at 4 p.m.
As soon as we embarked on
this endeavour it became
clear that this was to be
our article. Bringing it back
home for our final article as
editors of the Tripod Arts
section, this week we’re reviewing our own cooking.
It was a frigid and inauspicious Saturday as Liz
Foster ’22 and I sat idly in
Crescent 78 bereft of inspiration for a Tripod article. Understanding that
the unspoken, and sometimes spoken, challenge to
any food critic who writes
an even slightly negative
review is “Why don’t you
cook your own damn food?”
we figured that we ought
to transform the breakfast
ritual into high journalism.
Bacon, egg, and cheese: the
mundane, even prosaic,
slamming together of words
matching the unskilled and
common slamming together
of ingredients that creates
something greater than the

sum of its parts. A breakfast sandwich seems like
a simple task, but we saw
it actually involves quite
a bit of coordination when
two unskilled people are
in the kitchen. Drawing
on our narrow areas of expertise, Liz made the eggs
and I handled the bacon.
The first egg was not the
best one, there was some
difficulty in the flipping
process with an initial failure to launch leading to an
end product which was far
too triangular. After picking at it for a few moments,
we thanked it for its service
and heaved it into the compost bin. Stepping away
from the eggs to regroup,
I placed the bacon into the
oven. The bacon was the
most straightforward component here and, for some
reason, the one that we
found in the greatest abundance. The menagerie that
is my Crescent kitchen is a
transient collection of food
and objects, at best I only
have approximate knowledge of what is in there.
Like Mother Nature, the
kitchen giveth and the
kitchen taketh away. This
is to say that I couldn’t
find my own bread and
stole several slices of the
unattended sourdough on
the counter, my apologies
to the rightful owner. After
gathering the requisite hot
sauces and once the eggs
were ready, we assembled
our sandwiches. Mine fell
apart almost immediately, but upon reassembly
I was reminded that the
payoff of a bacon, egg, and
cheese is always worth
it. This was no standout
sandwich, it wouldn’t pass
muster at any respectable delicatessen, but the
experience of making it

was refreshing. The world
moves too fast, sometimes
we all need to slow down
and make our own eggs.
As for the critique of
the critics, our sandwich
was well received by our
only customer, the socialite Farran Brown ’22. Farran was clearly in need
of a BEC, and by some
strange feat we were able
to meet that need. Just
as mysteriously as she arrived at my palatial villa,
she vanished, leaving Liz
and I to devour our sandwiches. We can consider
this a kind of soft-opening
for our egg sandwich business, serving the tragically underserved portion of
campus south of the DMZ
(former trench). Egg sandwich shop schemes aside
though, the real takeaway
here was that making food
is both more challenging
and rewarding than ordering Taco Bell from the
couch, though I remain
staunchly in favor of that
decision. The coastal elites
of the Tripod Executive
Board can keep their mimosas and eggs benedict, I
prefer to eat breakfast with
the common bantam. Why
complain about Chartwells when you can make
your own? Homemade bacon, egg, and cheese: 8/10,
though more for the experience than the sandwich.

Editor’s
Editor's note:
note: This is
my last article as an A&E
editor here and I can think
of no better way to have
finished the year than
breaking some eggs with
Liz. History will little note,
nor long remember the absurdity of the Arts section
this semester, but I was
proud to have made it possible. Long live the Tripod.

Tell Me Who I Am Examines Identity, Memory
MACIEK J. PRADZIAD’ 23
STAFF WRITER
Ed Perkins’ documentary, Tell Me Who I Am,
examines how identity and
memory are connected, the
nature of trusting another
human being, the effects of
trauma, and the struggle of
communication. The film explores these complex issues
with intricate cinematography by Patrick Smith and
Erik Wilson that allows the
audience to experience the
story from the eyes of the
two main subjects’ as they
are painting the full picture
of their past. Although the
initial introductions weren’t
clear, the editing by David
Charap and Andy R. Worboys allows for the audience
to take in the magnitude of

the story in a slow burn that
makes every reveal more
powerful and shocking. The
story of Tell Me Who I Am
revolves around two brothers named Marcus and Alex
Lewis. At the age of 18,
Alex lost his memory due
to a motorcycle accident,
only recognizing his brother after awakening from a
coma. With no one else to
trust, Alex relied on the information that Marcus told
him to regain his identity.
However, Alex’s journey
of restoring his identity is
deluded because of a dark
family secret that Marcus
actively tried hiding from
him for 35 years. The visuals of Tell Me Who I Am
were breathtaking on their
own, particularly during
the reenactment scenes of

Marcus and Alex’s childhood. These “narrative” sections of the story were primarily made of wide shots
and close-ups, allowing for
the audience to experience
both the beauty of the landscape and the grandness
of their house, but also the
claustrophobia, fear, and
loneliness the boys felt.
The
cinematography
also gracefully captured the
knowledge gained optically
by having the visual motifs
be completely out of focus
when first presented and
having them become more
clear every time they reappeared. Even the interview
scenes with Marcus and Alex
were shot impressively, capturing every slight change
in tone and expression. Although the visuals told the

story perfectly, the editing
truly made this tragedy as
gripping as it is. Charap
and Worboys brilliantly edited the film into three sections. The first section tells
the story from Alex’s perspective, the second section
from Marcus’, and the third
section joins the two brothers together in resolution.
This way of compiling the
story allows the audience to
feel as lost and confused as
Alex, making for an interesting viewing experience
that makes Alex’s journey
personal to each audience
member. The only mistake
I found in the film would be
the editing in the beginning
when the two brothers are
introduced. The voices of
Marcus and Alex are heard
separately from the associ-

ated image of them talking,
making it hard to distinguish between the two
twins. Aside from that, the
pacing, the story, and the
time passed between each
clue was perfect, making
for an experience that has
you sitting on the edge of
your seat waiting to find out
more about the dark truth.
Tell Me Who I Am is a gripping, heart-wrenching documentary that captures the
complexities of the human
mind and the intricacies of
relationships. Although the
film begins confusingly with
the identities of Marcus and
Alex, the rest of the film
helps to realize who they
truly are and the strength
that lies within them. The
Tell Me Who I Am documentary is available on Netflix.
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Weekly Skylights: The Tripod Looks to the Clouds
(Left) You walk among fallen leaves and broken twigs, boots crunching on the
frozen black soil like spent coffee grounds. The autumn chill slips through
your threadbare jacket and freezes skin. You shiver and pull your jacket
tighter. Continuing along the path for some minutes, you spy a feather on
the ground. You hold it pensively. The feather is made of the purest ice you
have ever seen, clearer than mirror glass. Intricate lattices of frost trace the
feather’s tips. Composing the spine is creamy, white marble. Though you do
not know it, you have stumbled upon the shed feather on an Icehawk, an
item which promises much adventure, and danger, for years to come. 9.2/10.
s.21rn.

(Right) Clothes fashioned from the ripe fibers of cloud possess many unique qualities, varying from garment to garment, of course. A shirt insulates the wearer
from the harshest cold and cools them in sweltering heat. Trousers grant imprecise flight. For more control one must accompany their trousers with a pair of
socks. Gloves allow one to touch wind spirits, although they much prefer mittens.
With a cloak the wearer may manipulate clouds themselves, and determine their
7.8/11().
density. Most importantly, perhaps, a cap gives pleasant and restful sleep 7.8/10.

(Left) Today I thought I’d try some alliteration. Please forgive the slight
cheat on the C.
An amorphous amalgam: air and aquatic ash, amble above, always.
Clues cloud curiosity, cause crumbling queries, questions, case closed.
End everything, else every entity endures eternal existence, everlasting
entropy.
7.5/10.
7.5/lOI.

(Right) There are only so many things I can say about the blankness of the
sky above until I become hysterical. I’m not sure exactly why this keeps
happening, though rest assured I’m doing my best to get to the bottom
of the situation. Not that blue skies are unenjoyable, not at all. They are
beautiful, more so than many other skies I’ve seen. But ultimately they are
analogous to a blank canvas; lacking texture, contrast, and physical application of a material. Nevertheless, there’s nothing I can do to change this
at the moment, so from now on we’re just going to roll with it, cool? 6.8/10.
16.§/lOI.

JOEY CIFELLI ’23
STAFF WRITER

Connor Goes to a Car Show: An Automotive Odyssey
CONNOR STRUYK ’20
STAFF WRITER

This is the last issue of
the Tripod for the semester,
so it’s a tad fitting that we
go out with a bang. This
past weekend, I managed
to score three free tickets
to the Connecticut International Auto Show courtesy
of Chris Russell at Paragon
Group. Arts and Entertainment Editor Hunter Savery
’20, Contributing Writer
Cameron Chottiner ’20, and
I all drove down to Mohegan Sun on Friday morning to attend. For those of
you who don’t know, international auto shows are
typically where automakers from around the world
bring their newest models
to show off to potential customers and journalists. The
Connecticut
International Auto Show is relatively
small compared to some of
the year’s giants like the
Geneva, Detroit, and New
York auto shows, but is

still able to draw cars from
most major manufacturers.
Acura, Hyundai, Kia, Toyota, Honda, Subaru, Ford,
Chevy, and Fiat Chrysler
all brought a significant
portion of their current
lineups and allowed guests
nearly unlimited access. Of
the cars shown and in no
real particular order, here
are some of our favorites:
The
2020 Hyundai
Hyundlai PalPru·
The 2020
isade: This one was a real
isadle:
surprise to us, but I guess it
really shouldn’t have been.
Hyundai has truly come a
long way since their introduction to the United States
market. Hyundais used to
be almost comically bad,
but the new Hyundai Palisade and most of its new
lineup are genuinely excellent automobiles. Hunter
went so far as to say, “the
most exciting car was the
Hyundai Palisade.” Honestly, I sort of agree with him.
Both the Hyundai Palisade
and the Kia Telluride (both
based on the same plat-

form and developed together) seemed to be excellent
large SUVs. For the money,
it would be nearly impossible to find a better new car.
The 2020
VeThe
2020 Hyundai
Hywrndlm Ve·
foster
N: Sticking with
loster N:
Hyundai, we go to one of the
cars that I was most excited to see. Velosters have remained pretty underwhelming for a long time, always
having the interesting looks
to stand out in the hatchback market, but never the
performance to back it up.
Finally, the Veloster N delivers. Developed by the same
guy who used to run the
M performance division of
BMW, the Hyundai Veloster
N is basically the most fun
car you can buy right now
for under $30,000. If you
don’t believe me, consider
that this little hatchback
just won Road & Track’s
Performance Car of the Year.
The 2020
Lincoln AviAviThe
2020 Llncolln
ator: Jumping slightly up
ator:
market, we come to the Lincoln Aviator. This thing’s

interior was literally astonishing. All of us thought
that this SUV was amazing
after only having sat in it
for less than a minute. The
auto show was smart in their
setup and placed the Lincoln
stand amongst the other
exotic cars. It blew them all
away. Climbing into the new
Range Rover Evoque (which
was, apparently, incredibly
spec’d out by the way) and
after sitting in the new Aviator was comparable to sitting in an econobox. Even
the interior of the new 2020
Mercedes G-Wagon felt significant step down. The only
car which seemed to come
even remotely close to surpassing it was the new Rolls
Royce Cullinan and that
thing costs over $300,000.
The 2020
Aston Marlin
Martin
The
2020 Aston
Vantage: The Aston Martin
Vmtage:
was, as expected, beautiful.
Cameron’s favorite car of
the show, the new Vantage
seems to mark a return to
form for Aston Martin after
the slightly disappointing

DB11. Aston Martin’s have
always been beautiful, and
the DB9 and old Vantage
are some of the most beautiful cars produced thus far
this century. Their interiors, however, have historically failed to measure up.
The new Vantage rectifies
this in a big way and easily
measures up to other cars
at its price point. While
other cars may be faster or
go around a track better,
you would be hard pressed
to find a more classically
appealing luxury automobile than the new Aston
Martin Vantage. Driving
around in this car is basically like wearing a Rolex,
people will take notice.
I’ll leave the closing
of this piece to the venerable Hunter Savery ’20: “I
walked away empty handed and broken-hearted, not
counting all of the free stuff
I took home. Come to think
of it, I wasn’t really heartbroken either. Actually, the
car show was fine. 5/10.
5/lOI.

SPORTS

Bantams Have a Strong Start To Winter Season
Trinity Men’s Basketball
Women’s Swimming and
Opening Tournament Finals
Diving Tie Hamilton
The Trinity College Bantams opened their season in the Lafrance Hospitality Men’s Basketball Tournament this past weekend at Tripp Athletic Center. After a long battle of momentum changes, The Bantams were
not able to hold off the University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth Corsairs,
losing 69-67 in the finals of the tournament. Trinity got an early lead
in the first half, leading 9-2. However, the Corsairs responded quickly
with a 22-5 run, leaving the Bantams trailing 34-27 at the half. Trinity opened the second half with a 18-9 run to improve the score to 43-45.
The Corsairs came roaring back with 6:23 left to close the gap to 5555. The Bantams were able to take the lead again after Donald Jorden
had a bucket to improve the score to 63-55. However, after trading points
in the last minute, the tournament MVP Marcus Azor capitalized on a
drive down the left side to lay in the go-ahead lay-up along with drawing a foul. Trinity had chances to take back the lead but could not find
the hoop on free throws as well as a three point shot at the buzzer.

The Trinity College Bantams tied the Hamilton College Continentals
149-149 in the women’s swimming and diving dual meet this afternoon
at Bristol Pool. After much back and forth, the meet came down to the
400-yard freestyle relay in which the Continentals’ foursome finished
first and third to score 13 points. The Bantams fourth-place quartet was
only 2.05 seconds behind The Continentals third-place quartet, but was
not able to stop the Continentals from totally points up to 149.
The Bantams’ second place quartet was led by Junior Samatha McStocker, sophomore Olivia Fournier, Erin Murphy and first-year Rachel
Papalski. Individually for The Bantams, Zoryanna Matlashewski and
Aurelia Umholtz placed first in their individual events to put points on
the board for Trinity. Junior diver Lia Urban-Spillane’s score of 234.85
in the one-meter diving was 40 better than any other diver. Grace Chouinard and Olivia Ramos followed Urban-Spillane to finish 1-2-3 in the
event. The three of them were also able to take the first three spots in
the three-meter diving.

Cross Country Division III Trinity Women’s Basketball
Takes Third In Tip-Off
Championship:
Samantha Feenstra, a senior co-captain for the Trinity College Bantams, placed twelfth in The NCAA Division III New England Regional Championships to qualify her as an at-large
participant in the 2019 NCAA Division III National Championship Meet this upcoming Saturday in Louisville, Kentucky.
Trinity will not be participating as a team at the meet, leaving Feenstra as one of the top-seven individuals from the region competing in
the meet. For the men’s cross country, co-captain Ace McAlister has
been chosen to participate in the National Championship meet. McAlister finished 14th in the Division III New England Regional Championships this past Saturday to qualify himself as an at-large participant.

The Trinity College Bantams hosted the annual Tip-Off Tournament
this past weekend where the Eastern Connecticut State University Warriors took home the title in a victory over the Springfield College Pride.
The Bantams started out the first quarter trailing by five but slowly found
their momentum and closed the first quarter with a three-pointer by senior
tri-captain Peace Kabari to give them a 16-10 lead.
Sophomore Elizabeth Althoff and freshman Bria Fuller were able to find
the basket in the second quarter to give the Bantams a 39-26 lead as they
headed into halftime. The Bantams were able to pull away in the second
half, improving their lead to 28 points at one point. The Bantam defense
forced the Red Hawks to turn the ball over 17 times and kept their shooting
percentage to only 28.8%. Fuller finished the contest with 23 points, proving
herself crucial from the freethrow line by sinking 11 out of 12 foul shots.
Kabari made the all-tournament team finishing the contest with 16 points,
11 boards, five assists, three steals, and two blocks.

Men’s Hockey Sweeps the NESCAC Opening Weekend
MATEO VAZQUEZ ’21
SPORTS EDITOR
This past weekend
the Trinity College men’s
hockey team started the
season off on a strong note
against fellow NESCACS
Connecticut College and
Tufts University. For their
first game of the season
Friday proved to be very
successful as they sealed
the game off with a 3-1 win.
The team started the
game very strong and continued to keep the energy
alive throughout the game,
never ceeding the lead. In
the start of the first period alone the Bantams
proved that they were out
for a win. Within the first
six minutes of play senior
Nick Fiorentino railed a
shot into the back of the
net. However, Connecticut College did not let
the goal go unanswered.
Their defense immediately responded back with
a strong push from the
back and moved the puck
through the Bantam’s midfield. After some confusion
in which the Bantam’s de-

fense got split, Connecticut College was able to
sneak a pass through
which resulted in a slap
shot out of nowhere. This
resulted in a tie game
which lasted till the end
of the first period. While
the first period ended in
a tie, the Bantams made
a valiant effort from the
start of the second period to ensure that a loss
would not be the case.
They took the opportunity on a power play in
the second period to up
the score and held onto
the lead which would ultimately seal the game.
Throughout the rest
of the game, Connecticut College could not
stick with the Bantams
as they were constantly under pressure from
the Bantam’s strong offense. It became quite
clear that the Bantams
were going to win the
game. In reflection, this
was a great start to the
season and a great way
to demonstrate ability and depth that the
team is able to achieve.

(Right)
Men’s hockey
hockey p,u.ts
puts
ffiight) Mien's
pressure on
on Tufts
Tufts in
in a
JPI'<BSS1lll'<e
a
recent oou.mamiento
tournament.
recent
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The Bantams also continued this effort into Saturday as they faced off against
Tufts who they faced last
year on the way to NESCAC
championships. Once again,
the Bantams came out to
the game with the intention
to sweep the weekend. By
the start of the first period,
both teams were still feeling
out the territory and trying
to find loopholes in the defense. Then 12 minutes into
the first period the Bantams
broke through and scored

a goal, in a manner
very similar to the Connecticut College game.
They carried this lead
for the rest of the first period. Then, in the second
period, the game really
started to pick up speed
as the Bantams completed shot after shot on
the race toward victory.
The Bantams gave the
Jumbos an absolute beating, and it became quite
clear that the Jumbos
had little hope in mak-

ing a return in the game.
The team ended the
game with a win of 4-1
and swept the weekend.
This is an amazing start
to the season, and we are
looking forward to what
the team will be bringing
to the table as the rest
of the season continues.
We wish them the best
of luck as they are on the
road against Amherst and
Hamilton this upcoming
weekend for more NESCAC qualifying games.

Trinity College

Inside Sports:
Men’s Hockey

This Week in Sports...
Men’s Hockey
v. Conn. College
v. Tufts		

W, 3-1
W, 4-1

Women’s Hockey
v. Johnson&Wales
v. Norwich		

w,
5-())
W, 5-0

1,
L, 4-li
4-1

Wrestling
v. Williams

L,
I., 28-18

28-181

Men’s Basketball

v. Bard
v. U.Mass Dartmouth

W, 93-74
L, 69-67

Women’s Basketball
v. Mount St. Clair
v. Eastern CT

W, 74-52
w,

74-52 1

L, 77-67
1,77-67

Mens’s Cross Country

NESCAC Championship Meet

7th/54
7ili/54

I

English Premier League Sees “Super Bowl” of their Season
JOHN GILLESPIE ’20
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
After a weekend which
comprised of the clash
of the Titans in both the
Premier League and the
Bundesliga, and many
more stories around European soccer/football, in
enters the winter portion
of the season dreadful for
Premier League teams
and cathartic for others.
It is an exciting time to
introduce a column which
will highlight the happenings in the soccer world
when the demand for resilience begins to define
the difference between
champions and the rest.
Let’s get right into the
action. The long-awaited
“Super Bowl” of the Premier League season thus
far was dynamic, highly-contested, and unable
to escape the headlines for
reasons beyond gameplay
(a story of the Premier
League this season). Liverpool hit Man City for two
goals in the first thirteen
minutes, representative of
the form they’ve exhibited
all season but with a different weight given the occasion. Handball? No? Who
cares go down and get the
ball back? Circumstance
provided that points and

counterpoints exist on
both sides: proximity, a
deflection off of Bernardo Silva, the “silhouette”
and Alexander-Arnold’s
arm’s position… What
VAR can’t have the power
to overturn is the switching of play between Liverpool’s full backs that
led to the Scousers’ second goal, the likely nail
in the coffin for the royal
blue. Pep Guardiola bypassed subtlety when it
came to his disdain for
the match’s refereeing,
unless that was actually
the most genuine show
of thanks to a refereeing
crew the Premier League
has ever seen. The Citizens missed Laporte and
David Silva, but Pep’s tactical decisions regarding
players like Bernardo and
De Bruyne have something to offer to the fire.
With a return leg at the
Etihad accounting for the
principal possibility that
Liverpool drops points in
their remaining fixtures,
this weekend may have
made it official: the title is
Liverpool’s to lose. After
the international break,
City face Chelsea on Saturday, November 23rd
with Manchester United vs. Sheffield to come
the next day to rekindle

The Premier League So Far:
1 Liverpool
JLiVeJr]P)(O)(O)n
1.
2.
20 Leicester
JLeicester City
City
3.
30 Chelsea
Cheliseffi
4.
40 Manchester
Mffinchester City
City
50 Sheffield
§Jheffielidl United
Unitedl
5.
o

what will prove to be an exciting winter in the Prem.
“Der Klassiker” proved to
be a one-sided affair as Bayern saw four past Favre’s
Dortmund, the first time
anyone has scored more
than twice against them
since Schalke in April. Mats
Hummels briefly forgot he
left the Bavarian giants to
once again man his post at
the center of Dortmund’s
defense, adding insult to
injury with an own goal in
the eightieth minute of the
match. Hans-Dieter Flick,
recently given the helm at
Bayern in the wake of Niko

Kovac’s sacking, will look
to maintain this momentum against Fortuna Düsseldorf to catch up in the
league before heading into
Matchday 5 of the Champions League. Favre’s days
look to be numbered in
the Ruhr as Dortmund’s
start sees them sixth in the
league, tied with Leverkusen for second most goals
allowed out of teams in the
top eight, behind only Bayern. Juventus beat Milan
1-0 after a late goal off of the
bench from Paulo Dybala.
The headline however fell
upon who Dybala replaced,

Coming Up for Bantam Sports:
Fri.

Women’s Hockey v. Conn. College @
7:30

Sat.

Women’s Squash v. Mount Holyoke
@12

coming on for Christiano
Ronaldo in the 55th minute. Sarri pulled the injury/time management card
when questioned on the decision. But apparently, unlike Lebron, Ronaldo needs
no such management, scoring a hat-trick for Portugal over the international
break. We’ll see how that
one plays out when the jets
land in Turin to prepare
for Atalanta and Atletico
Madrid after the break.
This column will pick
up again in the Spring
after the winter has chosen
its
beneficiaries.

