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Bicentennial Plan Aims to Involve Students Laptop Thief
BEN GAMBUZZA ’20
MANAGING EDITOR

The Strategic Initiatives for Trinity’s Summit
Bicentennial plan have at
their core a focus on relevant liberal arts education,
Trinity as a first-choice
school, and an emphasis on
experiential learning, particularly regarding experiences in Hartford. The Tripod sat down with Dean of
Academic Affairs and Professor of Political Science
Sonia Cardenas to discuss
what the plan means for
students. Although some
students have expressed
concerns about the plan
seeming too broad or ambiguous, Cardenas says the
initiatives are much more
nuanced, that there are
“concrete” plans to implement the initiatives. Students are an integral part
of this implementation
for Cardenas. They take

part in the “shared governance” of the school and
thus can make a difference.
To show how important
students are to Summit’s
implementation, a celebration of the plan took place
today in the Cave. All members of the Trinity community were welcome to ask
questions about the plan in

the company of President
Berger-Sweeney and her
cabinet. They could also
suggest ideas with sticky
notes. Tables marked with
the three focuses of Summit were open for Trinity
community members to
engage in meaningful conversation: “A First-choice
College,” “Hartford and

the World,” and “A Sustainable Future.” Cardenas emphasized the “celebration” component of this
gathering, that Trinity’s
200-year history, as well
as its future, is something of which to be proud.
see BICENTENNIAL on page 3

COURTESY OF Trinity College
The Plan is in recognition of the College’s upcoming bicenntennial, and hopes to honor 200 years of history.

Top Minimal Electronic Releases of the Year

Arrested

BEN GAMBUZZA ’20
MANAGING EDITOR
A man unaffiliated
with Trinity was arrested in the library last
night. His accomplice,
who escaped, and he,
have been connected with
a string of stolen laptops
that have taken place
throughout the semester. The man arrested
has been described as a
young, Caucasian male.
The series of events
began when a Trinity student called the IT help
desk at 6:25pm and told
Dehryen Williams ’18—
who was working there
at the time—that two
men were walking around
the library suspiciously.
see THIEF on page 4

Hartford Stage’s A Christmas Carol
TRIP SLAYMAKER ’18
A&E EDITOR

Charles Dickens’ 1843
“Ghost story of Christmas”
A Christmas Carol was so
instantaneously popular
that it was performed on
stage only a few years after its initial release. Such
was the novella’s immediate success in England.
Before the age of effective
copyright laws, small companies in London made
a killing on staging variations of Carol to large
crowds of theatergoers

for whom the story had
already become mythologized. This may be because
the story’s structure and
tone lend themselves to
the stage.
This has certainly been
true for the now twenty-year long run of Hartford Stage’s production of
A Christmas Carol. Now
directed by Elizabeth Williamson and overseen by
Artistic Director Darko
Tresnjak, Carol seems
poised to enter a new era.
see CAROL on page 9

			

COURTESY OF discogs.com
The A&E Section of The Tripod reviews the top releases of the year in electronic and house music.

AMANDA LAFFERTY ’21
A&E EDITOR
Actress: “Audio Track 5”
featuring London Contemporary Orchestra
English DJ, Actress,
released a polished threetrack single in August.
It would be unjust not to
mention his full length
release of the year, AZD,
which has equal merit.
The reason this short release is so enjoyable is
due to the textured sound-

scapes he creates through
bits and pieces of his 2016
performances with the
LCO at the Barbican in
London and the Strelka
Institute in Moscow. He’s
reimagined these shows
by layering soft tones
from each party involved.
What resulted is a track
which can be imagined
as an ambient-esque club
experience with the official “Audio Track 5,” or
contrarily through the 6
version, a deeper, more

melancholy, and introverted-fit escape from reality. Actress has no limits
to what he can create, and
his integration of such an
innovative collective such
as the LCO into his own
compositions supports his
maturity and redesigned
idea of what it means for
music to be within the
realm of dance.
see RELEASES on page 10
COURTESY OF CT Post and Defining Studios
Trinity Professor stars in the title role of Scrooge in A Christmas Carol.
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Corrections
Regarding last issue’s article entitled “Mill Presents Syrian Artist,” the Tripod would like to highlight the hard
work and collaboration by various student organization
including WGRAC, Imani, Chapel Council, LVL, Hillel,
the Mill, and Amnesty International. Amr Arqoub was
also an indispensable part of the event’s organization, as
he worked with the Mill and Amnesty International to
showcase Alnemar’s work in the fullest way possible.
In last issue’s article on Susanne Davis’ new short
story collection, The Tripod would like to clarify that
her brother died of his addiction but did not die of an
overdose.

Tripod Editorial
A Thank You from The Tripod

Each semester at The
Tripod brings an almost
entirely new approach to
layout, journalism, and
general philosophy of the
organization. Because of
a standard, but necessary,
semesterly staff change,
vastly differing perspectives and ideas to the paper, which can be a positive and negative.
As the last fall 2017
issue of the paper goes to
print, we would like to
take the time to thank everyone who has made The
Tripod a success. Going to
the printer each week to
create a complex, five-section newspaper is a herculean task that is made
possible through the guidance of several professional mentors and none more
so than our advisor, Jett
McCalister. His assistance
with understanding Adobe Indesign and his commitment to hard-hitting,
student journalism were
greatly appreciated. He
was a fantastic resource
for all of us. In addition,
The Tripod works with
countless members of the
community to provide accurate and up-to-date information- from Campus
Safety, to Chartwells employees, to administration
members, to faculty, and
many others.
The Tripod is undoubtedly one of the most exhausting extracurricular
activities offered on-campus and to rise to the challenge of being an adept

section editor is extremely
impressive. We were lucky
enough to work alongside
many editors from the
class of 2018, particularly
Trip Slaymaker ’18 in Arts
and Nate Choukas ’18 in
Sports, who provided their
guidance and expertise to
the process. We were also
lucky to work with new,
talented editors and the
many first-years who took
the initiative to get involved with The Tripod. A
special thanks also to our
senior editors who set the
bar before us, particularly
Chris Bulfinch ’18, whose
leadership early in the semester was invaluable.
The Tripod is particularly thankful for our
hard-working
copy-editing team. Amanda Hausmann ’21, Alison Cofrancesco ’20, and Elisabed
Gedevanishvili ’20, among
others, these editors are
tasked with picking up the
small errors that we make,
which, at times, can be a
painstaking process. Our
business manager, Danielle Bibeault ’19, assisted
greatly with the financial
management of The Tripod. Her work in advertising took us to a new level
of professionalism and we
will miss her next contributions next semester.
There are countless
unsung heroes that make
The Tripod a success. We
were lucky enough to have
Amanda Lafferty ’21 provide her extensive graphic
design knowledge and step

in for The Tripod at a time
we truly needed her. Similarly, without the work
of managing editor Ben
Gambuzza ’20 the Tripod
would not be possible. He
effectively led the copy-editing team, and constantly
committed himself to providing quality content.
We are extremely excited for the upcoming semester- readers can look
forward to new and engaging changes in layout
and articles. Reflecting on
fall 2017, The Tripod staff
was able to embark on lessons in serious reporting,
including trips off-campus
to find stories or investigating the incidents that
happen at Trinity. A particular highlight was to have
dinner with pulitzer-prize
winner and editor of the
Philadelphia Inquirer Bill
Marimow ’69.
As our last issue goes to
the printer, we would finally like to thank the Trinity community at large,
who served as a helpful
(and sometimes necessarily critical) audience.
For students that enjoy
and follow The Tripod, we
cannot stress enough that
now is the ideal time to
get involved- whether your
passion is writing, art, or
editing. The Tripod staff
will continue our work into
the new year and we can
promise Trinity that the
doors of our headquarters
in the Jackson basement
will always stay open.
-GMR

Want to Be a Member of the Tripod Staff?
Join today!
The Tripod is always looking for new contributors to lend a hand with editing, photography, and writing. If you are interested
in journalistic work of any kind, please send
an email to tripod@trincoll.edu. Our meetings take place Sundays at 5:00 p.m in the
basement of Jackson Hall (in the concrete
jungle). Students of all majors and class
years may participate.

NEWS

Weekly Student Government Association Update
ISSY CROWE ’19
STAFF WRITER
On Sunday, Dec. 3,
Assistant Director of Student Activities, Involvement and Leadership
(SAIL) Sarah Lucas met
with the Student Government Association (SGA) to
discuss the logistics of the
New Student Orientation
(NSO) program in preparation for the J-Start
Orientation. The J-Start
is a new program allowing first-year students to
enter Trinity in January
as opposed to in the fall.
Improving orientation
programs for incoming

students was a higlight
of the promises made
by SGA President Emily Claytor ’18 for the
2017-2018 school year.
This year’s orientation
program for the class of
2021 featured several
new changes for incoming students. One particularly exciting event was
the implementation of a
walking tour of Hartford.
All of the initiatives of the
program are aimed at improving Trinity as a community as well as its relationship with Hartford.
Many concerns were
raised by SGA members
about NSO in general,

particularly the controversy surrounding “You,
Me, We,” an interactive
program used during orientation. The program is
intended to promote inclusion of diversity and
target issues like racism,
sexism, and LGBTQ issues
amongst
college
students. SGA invoked
a dialogue on how to
prevent issues with orientation in the future,
and concluded that SGA
should start a committee to approve programs
required for orientation.
Lucas
maintained
that such a committee
could exist, but the SAIL

office will only commit
to NSO planning over
the summer exclusively. Since SAIL does not
have the resources to begin planning NSO during
the
spring
semester,
SGA hopes to be able to
construct future NSOs
with some thread of conformity in order to offer
first year students more
comparable experiences.
Other discussions regarding NSO included
the future exclusion of
inadequate
orientation
leaders and incentivizing more students to become orientation leaders.
The NSO is anchored by

the orientation leaders,
who come from all upperclassmen years, and
are an inegral part of the
program. 		
In reponse to the discussion of orientation
leaders, Lucas warned
SGA that, although incentives
will
increase
the applicant pool, they
will also attract more
students who care less
about the quality of the
NSO
experience
and
care more about the
perks for their résumé.
Overall,
the
meeting
concluded with promises of strides to enhancing Trinity’s orientation.

Summit Bicentennial Plan Aims to Involve Students
continued from page 1
The Strategic Initiatives,
Cardenas
says,
“privilege changes over
the new” by “building
on (Trinity’s) strengths.”
There are a few new
changes
already
complete or in the works. A
new mission statement,
an articulation of new
learning goals, and fewer credits to graduate are
some of these initiatives.
Trinity’s new mission
statement has already
been
implemented
as
part of the preliminary
steps leading to Summit
and can be found on the
College’s website. Adopt-

ed on Oct. 15, 2016, the
new mission statement
stresses the advantages
of Trinity’s urban setting
and experiential learning.
The plan will also initiate a rewriting of Trinity’s
learning goals. According
to Cardenas, the present
learning goals were written over 10 years ago and
only focused on the “academic.” In line with Summit’s vision for a 21st century liberal arts college,
the new learning goals
will “look at curricular
and co-curricular” aspects
of students’ experience.
The inclusion of co-curricular goals further Trinity’s
larger goal of liberally ed-

ucating the whole person.
Lastly, though an initiative that “remains to
be developed in detail”,
a faculty committee is
working on requiring “32plus” credits to graduate
instead of the present
36. According to Cardenas and other members
of the committee, Trinity is an extremely active
school where students
participate in a plethora of activities. 36 credits to graduate, then, for
some students, may take
away from their potential
success in other areas as
well as limit their opportunities for experiential
learning and internships.

A 32-plus system would
create time for co-curricular focus and more integrated learning. Although
there are concerns over
what the change means
for distribution requirements and requirements
for
individual
majors,
the committee is working with each individual
department to find the
most viable solution. By
moving to this 32-plus
system, Trinity would join
many other peers in the
NESCAC such as Bates,
Wesleyan, and Williams.
The Summit Bicentennial plan includes strategic initiatives that embody a focus on Trinity as

a first-choice college, increased interaction with
Hartford and the world,
and the College’s sustainability, both financially
and environmentally. As
Cardenas heavily emphasized, students are
integral to a successful
implementation.
This
common hour event, as
well as Summit’s microsite
(summit.trincoll.
edu) and email-update
service, were designed to
include students in the
process. Summit encompasses all aspects of Trinity’s community to make
sure the College remains
relevant as it approaches its 200th anniversary.

Intercollegiate Update: News on Nearby Campuses
University of Connecticut

Wesleyan University

Tufts University

The University of Connecticut hosted
an event featuring a far-right speaker
called “It’s OK To Be White” on Nov.
28. The speaker, Lucian Wintrich, was
charged by police for breach of peace
after grabbing a young woman who took
a piece of paper from the podium during
the speech. He was promptly escorted
from the building. A second arrest was
made, with a man allegedly breaking
a window during the time of the event.
UConn officials argued that the speaker
had the right to express his views on the
campus, although many have decried the
nature of the event as extremely racist.
The speech incited widespread protest
across campus. Many students were deeply
offended by the event, which, according to
students interviewed by UConn student
newspaper The Daily Campus, was a
presentation of hate speech. Police are
investigating all matters of the event and
UConn students are continuing to respond.

The
struggle
between
Wesleyan
University and its Greek chapter of Delta
Kappa Epsilon (DKE) continues this week.
In 2014, the Wesleyan administration
mandated that all fraternities must
accept female students. DKE's housing
was revoked by Wesleyan in 2015 after
alleging that the fraternity did not take the
necessary steps to admit female members. In
response, the fraternity, which has 45 active
brothers on campus,
accused Wesleyan
of discrimination and misrepresentation.
Other fraternities at Wesleyan have
taken the College's orders to accept
female students. Psi Upsilon's chapter at
Wesleyan is headed by a female student,
who explained to The Wesleyan Argus
that her own fraternity has effectively
seen a shift in gender distribution and
has succeeded in becoming coeducational.
DKE
existed
at
Trinity
before
becoming Cleo of Alpha Chi
in
order
to
accept
female
members.

A student journalist from collegiate
newspaper The Tufts Daily is being
threatened with a potential lawsuit from
former White House Communications
Director Anthony Scaramucci because of
an op-ed column described by Scaramucci’s
attorney as “false and defamatory.”
Scaramucci’s team is demanding that
The Tufts Daily issue an apology for the
remarks made by graduate student Camilo
Caballero, a contributor to the paper.
In the meantime, Tufts has postponed
an event featuring Scaramucci speaking
on campus in light of the threatened
lawsuit towards the school newspaper.
Scaramucci is a 1986 graduate of
Tufts and has encountered controversy
with the school since his high-profile
tenure as White House Communications
Director. Recently, an online petition
to oust Scaramucci from an advisory
board for the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy has gained over 240 signatures.
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Laptop Thief Arrested by Hartford Police in the Library
continued from page 1
Molly Schineller ’18—
who was also working
at the help desk—told
The Tripod. The student
who called also had seen
them steal a laptop. Williams told the student to
call campus safety immediately. Williams also
called campus safety himself to report the issue.
Ben Cuca ’19, who was
working in the library
at the time, also noticed

a younger man “circling
around the library…for
most of the evening.” He
heard a “loud yell,” went
to the staircase, and witnessed Campus Safety
officers
running
down
the stairs. Cuca saw the
officers grab the young
man and interrogate him
with questions such as
“what is your name?” and
“do you go here?” He answered these questions
neither in the affirmative nor the negative.

The Trinity student
whose laptop was in the
suspect’s bag, who wishes to remain anonymous,
told The Tripod that she
went to dinner and left
her laptop in the library.
After asking her friend
to check on her computer,
her friend informed her
that it had been stolen.
Between the time of
the call and the time
that Schineller walked
up to Level A and saw
the suspect sitting down

surrounded by Campus
Safety and Hartford police
officers, the suspects were
tackled down the staircase.
One allegedly got away,
the other, who was apprehended, reportedly incriminated his accomplice
when questioned by police.
The student whose laptop was stolen came back
to claim her computer
and was told by Hartford
police that Campus Safety had caught the man
who stole her computer,

but not his accomplice.
Campus Safety has
not released any comment
on the situation as of the
publishing of this article.
Witnesses have attested
strongly to the swiftness of
Campus Safety’s response,
which has been estimated
to be five minutes from the
time of the initial phone
call to the arrest, and their
handling of this issue.
Updates from Campus
Safety and involved parties are expected to follow.

Property Destruction Highlights Discrimination at Trinity
BRENDAN CLARK ’21
STAFF WRITER
Acts of property destruction targeted at minority
communities on Trinity’s
campus have led to a considerable concern regarding
Trinity’s underlying culture.
In October, two separate
incidents—both
involving
the desecration of flags—became the impetus for many
students to increase calls for
change and respond to what
they consider a “hostile climate” at Trinity that “makes
us feel as if we are not wanted,” said Kaylen Jackson ’21,
member of the Multicultural Affairs Council (MAC).
The first incident occurred in the evening over
Trinity Days at the Queer
Resource Center (QRC). A
rainbow flag, synonymous
with the LGBTQ+ pride
movement,
was
ripped
down and taken by a group
described as “intoxicated
female students returning
from The Tap,” according to
Anya Forsberg ’19, the President of Encouraging Respect
for Sexualities (EROS). After someone noticed that the

flag was missing and confronted the students, they
returned the flag and left.
The flag’s metal pole was
completely destroyed and
was subsequently removed
by the school. Ms. Forsberg
added that a security officer “said he had seen the
incident occur but felt it
‘wasn’t his place to interfere.’” Forsberg reported the
incident and an investigation commenced; however,
the suspects were unable
to be identified. Forsberg
was told that the officer had
been spoken to and that “he
now understands it’s his job
to report these situations.”
Forsberg said that she was
not surprised that an incident such as this occurred
at Trinity, adding that when
the matter was discussed
with EROS members, “none
of us saw this as unexpected of the Trinity campus.”
A second incident occurred a week later, when
an individual began tampering with a rainbow flag
hung on the door of the
QRC while a group of students observed. However,
a MAC member intervened

and the flag was left undamaged.			
On the same evening of
the first incident, a second
act entailed the removal
and destruction of a Dominican flag belonging to Silvia
Nunez ’21 was removed and
destroyed. Nunez had hung
the flag from her window,
whereafter it was ripped
down and torn by a group of
Caucasian men. Nunez had
an opportunity to review the
video footage and noted that
the men were “jumping up
for some time to try to rip it
down.” Nunez, who reported
the action to Campus Safety,
was told that the “video evidence was inconclusive” and
that the suspects could not
be identified. Nunez thereafter met with Dean of Student
Life and Vice President for
Student Affairs, Joe DiChristina, Dean of Multicultural
Affairs and Senior Diversity
Officer, Karla Spurlock-Evans, and Director of Campus Safety, Brian Heavren,
to address her incident.
Dean DiChristina responded to both incidents by
email on Oct. 20, stating that
“Trinity College highly val-

COURTESY OF Gillian Reinhard ’20
Rainbow flags across campus have been targeted recently.
ues its diversity and expects
its members to demonstrate
mutual respect and support
for all. In this particular
moment, we wish to affirm
especially our LGBTQ+, Dominican, Latinx, and international members.” Nunez
remains unsatisfied with
the response and finds that
everything about the process “is so upsetting, so frustrating.” The incident was
reported as vandalism, but
Nunez would like to see it reported as a hate crime. “I am
so angry—people say that we
understand, we are going to
fix it, and nothing gets done,”
she added. Jackson agreed,
saying that “students of
color on Trinity’s campus
have to fight for recognition
and respect to no avail.”
The MAC launched a
poster
campaign
which
sought to inform the community of the discriminatory actions and express support for the injured parties
across campus. Chairman of
the MAC, Brandon Herrera
’19, stated that “the recent
detestable acts of discrimination and hatred are unfortunately representative of

the many similar instances
that happen on this campus throughout the school
year at alarmingly high
rates.” Nunez later brought
her matter to the attention
of the Student Government
Association, speaking at the
Nov.19 meeting about her
difficulties with the investigative process and appealing
for administrative support.
Many continue to find
themselves frustrated and
disappointed at what President Forsberg calls the perpetuation of a “safe space
for hate.” Herrera continued, adding that the MAC
“will continue to work tirelessly to make this campus
a safer and more inclusive
place for current and future
Trinity students of underrepresented backgrounds.”
Conversations remain ongoing
between
students
and the administration on
how best to address the incident, but many students
remain
dispirited
about
the prospect of change. “If
someone came into your
home and destroyed something you love, would you
not be upset?” Nunez said.

OPINION

Freshman Year is a Time for Exploration and Self-Care
JAYMIE BIANCA ’21
STAFF WRITER

We often underestimate the toll of plucking
a teenager out of their
home to live on their
own. While some handle
their new environment
with ease, many often
struggle with their adjustment to college, not
knowing where to turn
or whom to ask for help.
I
was
one
of
those
freshmen.
I was one of those
freshmen who took on
too many activities her
first semester, resulting
in an immense amount
of anxiety. I was one
of those freshmen who
compared herself to others, pushing myself until
I could barely grasp my
reality. I was one of those
freshmen who was afraid
to ask for help, because
asking for help was unfamiliar to me, and I didn’t
want my state of independence to be shattered
if I required the assis-

tance of others. Little did
I realize that my mindset needed dramatic alteration. I hope to offer
advice for next year’s
incoming freshmen so
they are able to better
adapt to their unique
college
environment.
First, your professors,
believe it or not, can serve
as your lifeline. Office
hours have been my saving grace when I felt that

met with me during her
office hours, and I felt
much more confident in
my abilities to perform
well on the exam- which
I did! It’s important to realize that asking for help
is perfectly acceptable.
No human being ever
said that we had to face
this life alone, and a vital part of growing up is
possessing the ability to
build a support system to

“Office hours have been my saving grace when I felt that I
couldn’t grasp a certain topic...”
I couldn’t grasp a certain
topic or lesson learned in
class. This was especially
true in my math class. I
struggled in silence until I shyly reached out
to my professor, asking
if we could go over material before one of our
exams. She graciously

help guide any individual
through their adult life.
Secondly, learn how
to balance time. In the
very beginning of college, I was quite bored.
Activities hadn’t started,
classes hadn’t started,
and I was struggling to
find stimulation. So, I

signed up for numerous
activities, including the
fall play, working at my
job, and several other
clubs. At first it was fun!
I loved being busy and
meeting different people through various activities. However, as my
class work built up, the
addition of all my other
obligations became grueling. It got to the point
where I struggled with
assignment
deadlines,
and hobbies I loved became a chore. That’s why
I highly recommend that
before students jump
into any activities, they
be certain that they can
handle them. I didn’t get
a good idea of how much
work my classes would
be until a couple weeks
in, and by that time, it
was too late to say no to
the obligations I signed
up for. Therefore, it is
important that before
signing up for a multitude of activities, be
sure that there is time
to execute them fully.

Lastly, self care is paramount above all. Stress
has real physical and
psychological symptoms,
and I learned the hard
way that when self care
is not implemented in
my daily life, I fall apart.
It is perfectly acceptable to take a day off.
There is nothing wrong
with putting health over
any other obligation. I
pushed myself past my
health limits this semester, and if there is
one thing I learned, it is
that my health, first and
foremost, always comes
first. Don’t let anyone
say
otherwise,
since
without a healthy body,
there is no such thing
as a productive lifestyle.
My first semester at
college has been turbulent, but nonetheless, a
semester full of growth.
I now know what I need
to do to improve my habits next semester, and
I hope other freshmen
can read this article and
take away vital advice.

Republicans are Robbing the Middle Class, Again
JAMES CALABRESI ’20
STAFF WRITER
Late Friday night, a
copy of the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act was given to each
of the 100 United States
Senators mere hours before its vote. Democratic
Senators, rushing to discover what the bill would
do to the economy, found
exactly what one would
expect of these Reagan-acolytes. A huge tax break for
corporations and wealthy
individuals, with no concern for deficit spending.
Using the moment of high
publicity (though much of
the backlash came the following day thanks to the
GOP planning their vote
for 2 am). Senator Claire
McCaskill (D-MO) tweeted that think-tank lobbyists had given her a copy
before the regular senate
version was passed out- yet
another sign to many that
the Trump administration’s
laws are being written by
the D.C. “insider swamp.”
The bill passed without
a single Democrat in favor and with Senator Bob
Corker (R-TN) defecting
from the Republican caucus. The Chair of Outreach
for Senate Democrats Bernie Sanders (I-VT) opined
to his almost seven million followers on Twitter
that “the American people

are catching on. While you
may get away with this act
of looting tonight, history is
not on your side.” Needless
to say, Republicans could
not care less about what
even the most liberal Senators have to say about their
bill; they just kept promises

further entitlement cuts.
Polling on the safety
net programs, however, is
overwhelmingly popular,
with expansion of current
Medicare eligibility to all
Americans pulling in favorable ratings as high as
46% among Republicans,

looks likely to increase
the number of uninsured
Americans to around 40
million, similar to what the
‘skinny repeal’ bill earlier
this year would have done.
For
once,
however,
Democratic opinion was
near-unanimous.
From
Jon Tester (D-MT) and
Joe Manchin (D-WV), to
Bernie Sanders (I-VT)
and Elizabeth Warren
(D-MA), the Democratic
caucus held strong. Supposedly, not one senator
considered voting for the
bill, and normal on-thefencers like Manchin instead voiced eulogies over
the loss of the bipartisan
era. Leader of the Senate
Democrats, Chuck Schumer (D-NY) also offered his
chagrin over abandonment of aisle-crossing cooperation: “There is sincere desire on this side

socialist Jeremy Corbyn.
For Republicans, messaging quickly turned became the target of virality
and in Chuck Grassley’s
(R-IO) case, a bizarre statement concerning the repeal
of the estate tax in the bill“I think not having the estate tax recognizes the people that are investing, as
opposed to those that are
just spending every darn
“Polling on the safety net programs,
penny they have, whether
however, is overwhelmingly popuit’s on booze or women or
movies.” For one, Senator
lar, with expansion of current MediGrassley obviously chooscare eligibility to all Americans.”
es to forget that it is the
wealthiest Americans that
save the most from the repeal of the estate tax, while
to their base and, more im- according to a YouGov Poll
lower / middle class famiportantly, to their donors. from April. A few days prior,
lies barely gain at all from
One of the most viral a Gallop Poll showed 34%
it. And, considering the
moments concerning the of Americans supporting
amount that upper-class
tax bill was the fact that the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
men have been benefitlarge portions of it were with 44% in opposition. In
ting from a culture of rape
literally illegible thanks other media news, politapology, his comments are
to scribbled notes in cur- ical pundits
insensitive;
sive hand-writing, over from
NPR
even more
which senators and pun- to the New
so because
dits alike cranked out dis- York
Times
for
the
senting opinions and vid- chose to char- “Now is a moment for stark reflec- p o o r e s t
eos to be viewed hundreds acterize the tion. This is the country we live in.” A m e r i c a n
of thousands of times over passage
of
women,
the next 48 hours. For the bill as a
what naAmericans in the know win, instead
tional outover the implications this of revealing the stagger- of the aisle to work with let will hear ones story,
bill might have, emotions ing statistic it entails. The the GOP.” Seen as weak- much less provide the pubSchum- lic support to help one raise
were at an all-time high bill will likely increase the when-it-counts,
considering the history of deficit by at least 1 tril- er’s words enraged leftists money to fight for justice.
tax policy, the state of the lion dollars over the next who tweeted comparisons
Now is a moment for
country, and in wringing of ten years. The repeal of of the Democrat to UK La- stark reflection. This is
hands over how to prevent the Individual Mandate bour Leader and strident the country we live in.
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Trinity’s Technology Resources Need to Improve
HUNTER SAVERY ’20
STAFF WRITER
In the recent days and
weeks, Bantams from Summit to High Rise have found
their emails inundated with
updates regarding the status
of Trinity’s phone systems. It

is unfortunately a sign of
a larger technology issue
on campus. Trinity needs
to significantly improve its
technological infrastructure.
Alexander Graham Bell
invented the telephone in
1876, but as of late 2017,
Trinity College, one of America’s foremost liberal arts in-

“Trinity has been around since 1823. Thatis plent of time to figure out a phone system. The telephone has been around longer than cars, scannable IDs, and emails.”
seems to be an almost daily
occurrence that the phone
systems go down and many
find themselves asking what
it has to do with them. After
all, what student has a landline in 2017? Unfortunately,
a phone system outage does
not mean simply that certain office phones are out
of service. Often, when the
phone systems go down, the
blue light system goes down
as well. That means that the
safety of Trinity students
is potentially in jeopardy.
The faulty phone system

stitutions, has yet to develop
a reliable landline system.
It is certainly not a good
sign that the phones are less
reliable than TrinAir, the
notoriously spotty wifi system that Camp Trin holds
so dear. With the wifi there
is at least the alternative of
using Eduroam, but there
is only one phone system. If
a student presses the button on one of the blue light
system poles and the phone
systems are down, they may
not receive the help they
need. The phone system

outages do not simply risk
the financial aid or community service offices missing
some calls (though that is a
problem as well) but student
safety is being put at risk.
While a phone system may
be more complicated than it
seems, it should be recalled
that for most of the 20th
century, phones were highly
utilized without issue. Trinity has been around since
1823. That is plenty of time
to figure out a phone system. The telephone has been
around longer than cars,
scannable IDs, and emails.
The difference is that the
College seems to be able to
handle these other issues.
There are other less serious, but equally irritating, technological issues at
Trinity. One that has been
particularly annoying as of
late is the Bistro’s renunciation of Tapingo. Whether
this is by deliberate choice or
technological difficulty, it is
a significant inconvenience
for students, particularly
residents of Vernon Street.
Yes, students can still order
in person, but what are they,
neanderthals? It is 2017 and
that means that every student should be able to order

a sandwich from the comfort
of their room at any given
moment. Create Exhibition
remains on Tapingo, but
one can only spend multiple
meal swipes on a dry chicken breast so many times before dying a flavorless death.
The only people that stand
to benefit from no Tapingo
at the Bistro are Goldberg’s
and Uber Eats drivers.
Then, of course, there is
the perennial issue of TrinAir. It must be conceded
that service has improved
since last year, but it is still
far from perfect. With as
many people on the wifi as
there are at a college campus these days, there ought
to be a fantastic wifi network, but hey, it is still more
reliable than the phones.

a complex machine, there
are many moving parts.
And while a school may be
greater than the sum of its
parts, those parts still ought
to be as good as they can be.
That is why Trinity needs
to invest in fixing its phone
system. Not only so that the
offices can run smoothly,
but so that students can be
safe on campus. Improvements need to be made to
the wifi as well, but if there
is any technological issue
that students would like
to see resolved most, it is
probably Tapingo at the
Bistro. To whomever is in
charge of this, Chartwells,
the college administration,
President Trump, please
have some humanity, let us
all order a caprese sand-

“With as many people on the wifi as there
are at a college campus these days, there
ought to be a fantastic wifi network.”

Running a college is no
small undertaking. Like

wich while walking back
from class or lying in bed.

The Writing Center invites you to a

Write-In

115 Vernon Street
Sunday, December 10
7PM-11PM

What is a write-in?
A write-in is an event that brings writers together, offers a space to write and snacks, and supports the writing process. Write-ins can alleviate the isolation of writing alone and help foster a
campus writing community. Trinity’s Write-In will take place on Sunday, December 10, from
7PM-11PM on the first floor of 115 Vernon Street. Come work on your writing in a comfortable and productive writing space.
Who comes to a write-in?
Anyone who has a writing project they need to start, work on, or finish and would like to work
alongside other writers. You can work on your own, or schedule a meeting with a Writing Associate during our normal Sunday tutoring hours.
7:00-11:00 Writing Center and surrounding classrooms will be open for students to work
on any writing project alongside other writers.
7:00-10:00 The Writing Center will be open for regular tutoring hours. Make an appointment with a Writing Associate during this time or continue to work on your writing in one
of the surrounding classrooms.

Coffee, tea, and cookies will be provided

FEATURES

Chapel Council’s Annual Cranksgiving Gives Back
AMANDA HAUSMANN ’21
STAFF WRITER

Trinty’s
annual
Cranksgiving bicycle race
took place on Saturday,
Nov. 18. The event was
organized by Trinity’s
Chapel Council and benefited the Place of Grace
Food Pantry at Grace
Episcopal
Church
in
Hartford. This was the
sixth annual race and
consisted of both Trinity
students and Hartford
cyclists who rode around
Hartford, stopping at different checkpoints to buy
groceries, finishing at the
food pantry. There was
also a kids’ race whose
route ran around Trinity’s campus. Cranksgiving coordinators offered
to provide bikes to those
who wanted to participate but did not have one,
if they were notified prior
to the day of the event.
Trinity’s
Cranksgiving tradition was started

by Richard Wegener, a
member of Grace Lutheran Church, and Trinity’s
former Senior Associate
Director of Leadership
Giving
James
Ebert.
This year’s event was
organized
by
College
Chaplain Alison Read,
Professor of Language
and Culture Studies Johannes Evelein, Chapel
Council Treasurer Hazel Robertson ’19, and
Cassia Armstrong ’18.
This year, there were
approximately
45
cyclists. Three of the participants were Trinity
students and five were
professors.
Additionally, there were around 20
volunteers from the campus and community who
helped make the day run
smoothly. Chapel Council
Treasurer Robertson estimates that there was at
least 800 pounds of food
donated. Robertson also
notes that in comparison
to previous years, “the

weather wasn’t particularly favorable, but we
still had a rather decent
turnout and managed to
score hundreds of pounds
of donations, even though
the race had a smaller
number of participants.”
Looking forward to
next year, Robertson says
that, “we (Chapel Council) are looking forward
to expanding the race to
more people and incorporating campus clubs
and teams to participate
in or help with the race’s
setup and execution. We
have enjoyed building
our Cranksgiving community and look forward
to expanding it so we are
able to best help those
in need.” Chapel Council
member Brendan Clark
’21 also adds that the
“Chapel Council is always
looking for opportunities
to give back to the community and considers itself blessed to have been
a part of this endeavor.”

COURTESY OF Trinity College
Chapel Council hosted its annual Cranksgiving event.

IT Help Desk Workers Always Available to Address Students’ Needs
HENRY WU ’21
STAFF WRITER

If your laptop is broken, the classroom projector is not working right, or
one of the buttons on your
Play Station is out of control, there is always someone at the Library Help
Desk to assist. One Trinity
student who works as an
IT technician at the Help
Desk is Zimo Huang ’21.
Huang is a student
from
Shanghai,
China. When he arrived on
Trinity’s campus, Huang
was eager to find a paid

job that would help him
improve his skills in repairing technical issues.
As a conscientious engineer and technician,
Huang’s job allows him
to help Trinity students
and professors repair
their laptops, classroom
projectors, cell phones,
and other devices. Being
an IT technician is not
an easy job. IT technicians must understand
the complex hardware of
electronic appliances and
figure out the best way to
repair any damages. Trinity’s students and profes-

sors appreciate Huang’s
ability to solve complicated problems related to electronic devices.
However, the library is
not the only place where
Huang works. He often
visits dormitory buildings
on campus to fix students’
personal devices such as
computers and printers.
Huang can often be seen
running across Trinity’s
campus carrying a laptop and a box of tools.
For Huang, being an IT
technician is both a volunteer activity and a paid
job. He is willing to com-

mit himself to help others
and appreciates the fact
that he can earn money
for his work. Huang’s job
at the Help Desk requires
a great level of commitment and skill. It allows
him to explore his inter-

ests in IT and computer
programming.
Huang’s
hobby is a special skill
that can help others,
and his commitment to
the job demonstrates his
interest in and appreciation for the subject.

Hartford's Only
charcoal rotisserie chicken
Delivery Available Through

476 Franklin Avenue, Hartford CT 06114
P: 860-244-2536 or 860-Chicken
www.therockinchicken.com

Photo Courtesy of Milosz Kowal ’18
Student IT workers are always ready and able to help.
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Former Trinity Professor Michael Heaney Discusses the Vietnam War
CHRIS BULFINCH ’18
STAFF WRITER

Former Trinity professor
and scholar of the American
Civil War Michael Heaney
delivered a common hour
lecture on Nov. 20 discussing
his experiences as a combat
veteran of the Vietnam War.
Heaney, a recipient of a Purple Heart for his services
during the war, reflected on
his participation in the PBS

documentary “The Vietnam
War” and discussed the process of historical writing
as well as the ability of the
media to accurately convey soldiers’ experiences.
Using the Ken Burns and
Lynn Novick documentary
as a guide, Heaney posed
questions to the audience
about the filmmaking techniques used in The Vietnam
War and its effectiveness in
communicating the gravity

of the war and its role in
experience and memory. He
shared his own experiences
as an Infantry Platoon Leader in combat and the war
in general, both in the film
and the discussion itself.
Heaney discussed his
life after the war and his
postwar work covered in
“The Vietnam War.” In addition to working with local
veteran groups in Vermont,
he has travelled to Vietnam

and met with former enemy soldiers. He described
the conduct of his former
adversaries as very welcoming, after some initial awkwardness and sizing-up.
According to Heaney, the
Vietnamese soldiers were
themselves looking for a
way to move on from the
conflict, and they understood the struggles of their
American
counterparts.
In addition to his discus-

sion, Heaney also sat in on
History 299, a historiography methods course dedicated to the craft of historical
research and writing. Professor Heaney shared his
experience with historical
writing at the graduate level
and his interest in the American Civil War. He reflected
that the most effective writing, historical or otherwise,
“leverages a writer’s own
experience and knowledge.”

WGRAC and TC Democrats Host Common Hour Panel on Title IX
GILLIAN REINHARD ’20
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Women and Gender Resource Action Center (WGRAC) and the
Trinity College Democrats
co-sponsored a panel entitled “New Title IX Guidance: How Will It Affect
You and Trinity?” The
panel comes as a result
of the recent changes by
United States Secretary
of Education Betsy Devos
to the Title IX policy. The
panel featured Associate
Professor of Legal and
Policy Studies Adrienne
Fulco, Title IX Coordinator Timothy Dunn, Director of WGRAC Laura
Lockwood, and WGRAC
Training and Program Coordinator Monique Daley.
The panel was moderated
by Charlotte Oakley ’21.
As explained by Fulco,
the history of Title IX Policy at Colleges and Universities has been long and
varied. The law pertains
specifically to prevent
discrimination based on
sex in educational institutions and, at its core,

allows equal opportunity
for every student. Early
in Title IX’s history, the
policy applied mainly to
athletics (for example, if a
school has a men’s basketball team, they should also
have a women’s), but also
heavily addresses how sexual assault must be handled on college campuses.
The speakers explained
that the recent changes
made by Devos were outlined to schools across the
country with a question
and answer document in
September. Most notably,
Devos is giving the option
of allowing schools to make
decisions on sexual assault
using a higher standard
of evidence instead of the
Obama-era guideline calling for a preponderance of
evidence. This standard
of evidence is based on
making decisions based
on the more convincing
evidence, rather than the
sheer amount of evidence
in a Title IX Case. Lockwood commented that
this “increasing standard
of evidence could possibly
be a deterrent, making it

more difficult for students
come forward.” However,
she also acknowledged
that Devos’ policies can
potentially
give
more
rights to those accused
and create a balanced approach to dealing with
sexual assault on campus.
“Both parties need proper support,” she added.
The Title IX Policy at
Trinity was explained in
detail by Title IX Coordinator Timothy Dunn. He
commented that there are
three different levels of reporting sexual assault to
a responsible employee.
Dunn stressed that there
are ways for victims of sexual assault to confidentially report the crime, and
can always find emotional
support from both chaplains or the Trinity College Counselling Center.
WGRAC and the Health
Center were also stated
as important resources
for those who have suffered from sexual assault.
Dunn continued to explain the process of reporting sexual assault on campus, and mentioned that

the most important goal of
the College’s work in addressing assault is “how to
help the victim and decide
what to do from there.”
While certain cases are
outsourced by law firms, an
eight-person team on campus handles other cases.
Because of the changes
initiated by Devos, colleges
across the country now
have the choice for how
they wish to handle sexual assault. Many schools
are choosing the option to
accept assault cases based
on Devos’ guidelines of
clear and convincing evidence, requiring a larger
amount of evidence to convict the accused. However,
many other schools prefer
to stay with Obama’s Title
IX Policy rooted in a preponderance of evidence,
or evidence that may not
be numerically large, but
extremely convincing. For
the time being, Trinity will
continue to assess sexual
assault cases with the preponderance of evidence.
So, although the media
has reported extensively
on changes to Title IX Pol-

icy, for students at Trinity,
sexual assault cases and
how they are handled will
largely remain unchanged.
Lockwood stressed the
various resources, both
medically and emotionally, available to victims of
sexual assault. Trinity’s
Title IX section of its website offers several contacts
for sexual support as well
as information on the College’s policy and rights for
both victims and those
accused of sexual assault.
Additionally, an online reporting form remains open
for any students wishing
to submit an accusation
of assault. WGRAC also
provides extensive information and resources on
sexual assault, as well as
a full list of responsible
employees on campus and
information on the Sexual
Assault Response Team
(SART). As stressed by
all members of the panel,
the number one priority of
sexual assault policy is to
provide equal treatment
to all parties involved
and increasing student
awareness on campus.

JELLO Plans January Community Service Week in Hartford
MADISON VAUGHN ’21
STAFF WRITER

The January Experience of Living, Learning,
and Outreach, also known
as JELLO, originally started as a service week abroad
during J-term, organized
through the Chapel Council.
Today, JELLO has emerged
into its own club and gets
involved in the Hartford
community
year-round.
JELLO’s goal is to be
immersed in the Hartford
community as much as possible encourage Trinity students to get off campus and
engaged in the surrounding area. JELLO does this
by volunteering at local
art studios, theaters, and
parks throughout Hartford,
in addition to soup kitchens and homeless shelters.
The club offers weekly
projects and “Service Sat-

urdays” twice a month. Two
years ago, JELLO went on
weekly outings to Peter’s
Retreat to help those with
HIV/AIDS.
They
often
spent time with those at
the organization playing
games and painting. Unfortunately, the organization moved from Hartford
this year, but it serves as
an example of some of the
meaningful volunteer work
the club participates in.
This year, President
of JELLO Cassia Armstrong ’18, is in charge of
a service project at Place
of Grace Food Pantry. The
club has been volunteering
for the pantry for the past
four years. On Wednesdays the club sets up, and
club members distribute
the food on Thursdays.
“My freshman year, I
joined JELLO and have
been leading since soph-

omore year,” Armstrong
said. “I met a lot of people
who were like-minded in
the way that they cared
about community service.
It was cool to be with a
like-minded group who
cares about Hartford and
who cares about trying to
be a part of the community.
I wouldn’t have known so
much about Hartford without being a part of JELLO.”
JELLO also helps with
multiple
other
organizations throughout the
school year. For example,
they volunteer at Heartbeat of Hartford, a theater
company, they help NINA
(Northside
Institutions
Neighborhood
Alliance),
revitalize Asylum Hill, and
they help with Night Fall,
a production put on every
year in a different park in
Hartford that hosts local
artists and performers. Ad-

ditionally, the club has collaborated with other clubs
on Trinity’s campus such as
Habitat for Humanity and
the Green Campus Club.
JELLO continues to
honor the club’s tradition of
a community service week
every January. A group of
10-15 students move in
early and dedicate a week
to the community of Hartford. Each day of service is
at a new location. This January, JELLO plans to help
the Wadsworth Athenaeum
Museum of Art. On Martin
Luther King Day, the museum does arts and crafts
and other fun activities
for children in Hartford.
They also plan to go to the
Church of the Good Shepherd, owned by Trinity
alumnus, Jack Hale. JELLO plans to help renovate,
furnish, and clean to keep
the church on the National

Register of Historic Places.
The club will be working in
the Nightfall Art Studio as
well. In the past, they have
been asked to help make
costumes and organize
the props, supplies, and
costumes throughout the
studio. JELLO is still planning out the rest of January’s schedule, but these
are just a few of the trips
the club plans to make.
The club is always
open to volunteers, even
if it’s just for one project,
and they encourage all
Trinity students to get involved. JELLO’s January
service project is also still
open for those interested
in spending an extra week
in Hartford to volunteer
their time. Contact Cassia Armstrong at cassia.
armstrong@trincoll.edu
for more details about the
January service week.

Arts & Entertainment

A Christmas Carol at Hartford Stage Stars Professor
continued from page 1
Of the many versions of
this play that have been performed through the years, this
year’s run has special significance for Trinity.
Playing Scrooge for the
first time is Trinity Professor
of Theater and Dance Michael
Preston, director of Funny You
Should Ask: The Kafka Project. Preston’s face and physiognomy are a near ideal match
for Dickens’ miser, though he
is perhaps unusually young
in years to be portraying
Scrooge. Much of that character’s age and sickliness must
be communicated through
performance alone. Actors
who tackle the role of Scrooge
are lucky in that Dickens’
description of the character
is so intensely textured that
Scrooges’ mannerisms are
easily ascertained. Scrooge
is a “squeezing, wrenching,
grasping, scraping, clutching,
covetous, old sinner.” Preston approaches the character
with great attention to detail,

constantly harkening back to
those wonderful descriptions
with his anxious, ferrety gesturing. He often storms resolutely through the set, making
great use of his billowing cape,
and later the fussy sleepwear
worn by Scrooge during his
time among the spirits.
A more difficult and less
commonplace accomplishment
of Preston’s is his mastery
of Scrooge’s voice: Preston’s
take is a delightfully over-pronounced brogue with moments of manic staccatissimo
that feels very true to form for
Scrooge, and really contributes
to a cultivated sense of setting
that is difficult to maintain.
The most challenging aspect
of Preston’s character is his
dual nature over the course
of the story. This can only be
accomplished by a performer
who can capture both the biting isolation of Scrooge’s earlier scenes and the sudden overwhelming warmth of his later
ones. Preston thankfully has
the skill to conquer both sides
of the coin.

Scrooge’s
housekeeper
Mrs. Dilber enjoys an expanded role for the performance of
Noble Shropshire, an excellent
Shakespearean actor who also
plays the role of Scrooge’s onetime partner Jacob Marley.
Shropshire and Preston share
an impressive rapport in their
roles, though the production
engineers a romantic plotline
between Dilber and Scrooge
that has always felt overly
tongue-in-cheek, and wholly unnecessary. As Marley,
Shropshire soars both literally
and figuratively, bemoaning
his eternal torment in striking
tones while dangling over the
foggy expanse of the stage ten
feet below.
Robert Hannon Davis is
a perfect choice for Scrooge’s
honorable but underpaid clerk
Bob Cratchit, both as a flawless visual match and a sensitive performer. He heads a
large and diverse cast of secondary characters, all of whom
seem centered around the
warmth of the Cratchit family,
or what remains of Scrooge’s

family.
In a strikingly retrospective move, the production uses
folk song “Barbara Allen” as
a reference to Scrooge’s sister, and family in general, the
same song used in the 1951
version of the same story, starring Alastair Sim as Scrooge.
Another choice the production has made in translating
the text for the stage is the reworking of the central conceit
of the three spirits. Scrooge
is of course still visited by the
spirits of the past, present, and
future. In this version, though,
the spirits are tightly identified
with three of the debtors whom
Scrooge extorts in his counting-house.
Just as Marley’s Ghost
is double-cast with Mrs. Dilber, Rebecka Jones plays both
doll-salesman Bettye Pidgeon
and the ghost of Christmas
past. Alan Rust plays the spirit of Christmas present, as
well as a street vendor, while
John-Andrew Morrison plays
both the spirit of the future and
street-inventor Mr. Marvel.

The purpose of these dual
roles seems at first to be a
kind of riff on the tradition of
the Wizard of Oz: to suggest
that perhaps Scrooge has
simply remembered the faces
of people he deals with on a
daily basis in a dream about
the three spirits. The concept
becomes further muddled,
however, when the three
street vendors acknowledge
that they are indeed the
three spirits at the end of
the play. These added scenes
provide nothing but a confusing subplot, and a handful
of visual connections to the
play, frivolously spending
time and energy that might
be better directed elsewhere.
With its love of visual
spectacle paired with a dedication to capturing the magic
of a literary classic, it’s difficult to be disappointed by A
Christmas Carol. Professor
Preston’s remarkable performance as Scrooge seems destined for definitive status, no
matter how long he remains
in the role.

The Top Electronic and Deep House Releases of the Year
continued from page 1

Burial: “Rodent”
Brit DJ, Burial, was recently boasted by Pitchfork for his album Untrue as being “the Most Important Electronic Album of the Century So Far.” With
his most recent slew of singles, it is hard to disagree with that sentiment. “Rodent” is by far the most club-ready release of the four Burial has put out
in 2017. Two lines of manipulated vocals, “What would I do without you, don’t know what I’d do without you,” and ethereal ooo’s and ah’s surrounding
these lines, present an enveloping experience for the listener. As if being in a trance, the track’s perpetuating synth riff can easily carry one into an
imagined space of carefree dancing and movement.

Carsten Jost: Perishable Tactics
A fully enchanting return from Carsten Jost, a.k.a. David Lieske, founder of the German label Dial Records, Perishable Tactics haunts each listen with
dark tones from his masterful use of synth noises and a drum beat just fast enough to imagine yourself in an underground European club. The name
track, “Perishable Tactics” is complex while employing only a few lines of instrument variation. “Platoon RLX II” is possibly the most mysterious and
ghostly of any of the tracks through the atmospheric and somber brilliance of Jost’s electronic instrumentation and mainly synthesizer noise.This is one
of the most solid electronic releases of 2017, and having not had a full release from Jost since 2002, the ever growing expectations for Jost were exceeded. Each track evokes emotional response, a true indicator of a successful minimal house and even any electronic album.

Dauwd: Theory of Colours
Dauwd, a Berlin based DJ, has released a seriously sophisticated first full length album, Theory of Colours. Each track holds its own in the world of
downtempo house music, and the opening track “Macadam Theory” is the most clear example of this. The track could easily be played in an early 2000s
post-modern lounge setting, due to the slow and delicate pace of the synth and backing beats. “Leitmotiv” progresses smoothly with transcendental vocals and a melodic piano layered on top one another, alongside wispy synths and wholesome drum beats. While each track has its own merit, some are
so closely aligned to downtempo that they nearly fit inside the realm of ambient, such as the title track “Theory of Colours,” where the dance between
each note of the synth is gentle, fading into blissful simplicity.

DJ Steinfeld: Time Spent Away From U
The first full length from DJ Steinfield, Time Spent Away From U is chockful of dance floor soon-to-be classics. He draws obvious influence from 90s rave music,
heard through his use of fast paced staccato drum beats and simple yet captivating melodies and ambient noise. Serious Underworld vibes, circa the Trainspotting soundtrack classic “Born Slippy (Nuxx)” come through on tracks like “U.” Steinfeld does this while adding a millennial twist, with relatable, yet goofy
track names like, “I Saw Her Kiss Him in Front of Me and I Was Like Wtf?,” on which serious tension is felt between the distorted percussion and airy synth.

Floating Points: “Ratio”
On his most recent single, British DJ and musician Floating Points (Sam Shepherd), returns to clearcut dance grooves that once heavily infiltrated his
earlier singles and albums. His critically acclaimed 2015 release, Elaenia, was full of live-recorded instrumentation including guitar, bass, and drums.
“Ratio” diverges from this, but in an entirely pleasing manner. The song gradually gains intricacies through the loudening keyboard harmonies and the
thoughtful balance between each instrument. It’ll be interesting to see if in his upcoming releases he carries on a heavily techno feel, or if he’ll return
to jazz-minded interludes, as he’s done on more recent releases.

From Left: Burial’s “Rodent,” Carsten Jost’s Perishable Tactics, Dauwd’s Theory of Colours, DJ Steinfeld’s Time Spent Away From U, and Floating Point’s “Ratio.”
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Weeklong Showings of 2001: A Space Odyssey at Cinestudio
TRIP SLAYMAKER ’18
A&E EDITOR
If there were one thing
about 2001: A Space Odyssey that stood apart from the
sheer, staggering masterpiece
of the film’s every other aspect,
it would be easier to write a
comprehensive review. It baffled audiences when it was released in 1968; cinemas were
plagued by walkouts. Many
had come expecting something
more in line with the pulpy
blaster-rifle space films of the
earlier sixties. What they saw
was no less than a philosophical treatise, not intended to
entertain the viewer, but to inspire awe. The film places us,
for a moment, in the context
of our species, on a journey
that will lead to life among the
stars.
The bulk of what can be
called a story in this film
is adapted from Arthur C.
Clarke’s novel of the same
name. Part of the reason 2001
exists in such a gigantic context is because it spans an
incomprehensible stretch of
time. Its legendary opening
scene takes place at the dawn
of humanity. A group of apes
lives in fear of infringing animals, far from the top of the
food-chain. Suddenly, to the
the opening thrum of Strauss’
Also Sprach Zarathustra, the
apes become frenzied by the
sudden appearance of a featureless black monolith. They
scream over its appearance.
Soon they begin to touch it,
prodding its surface in disbelief at the perfectly flat surfaces and straight lines. Because
of the appearance of the monolith, a lone ape discovers that

a large animal bone can be
held in hand, and used as a
tool, or as a weapon. In one of
the film’s hundreds of perfect
shots, a bone is cast spinning
into the air, only to be immediately match-cut with a spacecraft, millions of years in the
future.
So begins the space odyssey spoken of in the film’s title.
From the dust of prehistory
humans have developed even
the ability to travel in space,
even to the point that it is
commonplace and luxurious
for them. Kubrick’s choice to
use only renowned classical
music in tandem with these
moments is effective, as it perfectly matches the images on
screen without affecting their
context.
Another of monoliths appears. Just as their ancient
ancestors were, the human
scientists and authorities are
astounded by the mysterious

object. A signal from the object
points directly to Jupiter: Humanity is beckoned to a new
level of its development by
an unseen force. In one of the
film’s best but least obvious decisions, no alien is ever shown.
It is much more effective that
these outside forces of destiny
remain unexplained.
The two astronauts who
were sent, unknowingly, to follow the directions of the monolith live out a quiet, spacebound life in the midst of their
journey. These scenes, though
long, are gorgeously shot in a
the great wheel of the spacecraft’s quarters. Kubrick’s brilliant sequencing and cinematography constantly reminds
the viewer that there is no up
or down in space, and the resulting anti-gravity shots are
entrancing and hallucinatory.
Douglas Trumble’s minutely detailed spacecraft models
and the special effects that

animate them are the finest
of their kind. There is an unfortunate sacrifice made in the
transition from these models
to CGI effects in films about
space. The models in 2001 lend
them a sense of reality that
cannot quite be achieved by
any other means. In a kind of
inlay storyline, the astronauts
come to believe their ship’s
computer, the HAL 9000,
might be experiencing malfunctions. HAL is reputed to
be as intelligent or more intelligent than a human. Amid the
deliberately sparse and purely
practical dialogue, HAL’s lines
seem vibrant with life. This
is a promethean story about
a failed creation of human
overconfidence, and a blurring
in the division between living
and inanimate.
Keir Dullea’s character Dr.
David Bowman arrives at the
end of his journey only to be
propelled suddenly through

a wormhole of sorts. Intense,
psychedelic
images
flash
across the screen as incalculable distance is crossed in an
instant. The final fifteen minutes of the film are free of dialogue, though they are what
elevates 2001 to the height of
its existential wandering.
Those who stayed to the
enigmatic final shot in 1968
must have congratulated
themselves and each other on
having the good sense not to
get up and leave. They knew
they had seen a classic film
that would inspire endless interpretations and theories, and
that would be thought of as the
pinnacle of the science-fiction
genre. In 70mm, the richness
and original depth of every
shot is expressed to its fullest
potential.
2001: A Space Odyssey plays
at Cinestudio from Sunday
Dec. 3 to Saturday Dec. 9 in
70mm.

This cartoon ran in The Trinity Tripod in 2008.

Are you interested in being the new cartoonist for The Tripod? Let us know at tripod@trincoll.edu.

“December Dreams” Presented at HSO This Weekend
GILLIAN REINHARD ’20
EDITIOR-IN-CHIEF
To celebrate the holidays, and for students
at Trinity, providing the
chance to escape the dreariness of finals seasons, the
Hartford Symphony Orchestra (HSO) will be conducting their annual holiday concert, this season
titled “December Dreams.”
The concert comes in
the wake of controversy in
the organization’s financial
stability. The HSO, one of
the largest in the New England region, has faced significant budget challenges
in the past few years. As
reported by The Hartford
Courant, the HSO found itself in a labor dispute highlighting the demands of
the organization’s management to reduce musician’s
salaries to avoid bankruptcy. This fiscal year ended

with the HSO in a surplus
of revenue, an obviously
positive direction for the
Symphony to continue in.
In their 75th season, the
HSO has managed to significantly increase their
donations and ticket sales.
The program, conducted by Assistant Conductor
Adam Boyles, will feature
the Santa Claus Christmas
Symphony by William Henry Fry, a noted 19th century composer, recognized as
one of the first major Americans to contribute to classical music. In addition to
being a famous musician,
Fry was also recognized
for his significant contributions as a music critic and
editor for publications such
as The New York Tribune
and The New York Times.
His Santa Claus, one of the
composer’s most enduring
works, is an obviously festive piece of music, mimick-

ing both the frozen winters
of the season as well as the
joyous melodies of Christmas.
Jennifer Higdon’s Oboe
Concerto is a contemporary
piece first commissioned
in 2005. The oboe holds a
unique fascination to the
composer, who sought to
create a single movement
to highlight the instrument. The work holds great
lyrical appeal to audiences,
and invokes the spirit of
the holiday season.
Of course, no holiday
program is complete without a performance of The
Nutcracker. The unofficial
“soundtrack” to Christmas
will play at the Symphony, featuring the music
of Tchaikovsky’s timeless
score. Though initially a
commercial flop at its 1892
premiere in Moscow, Russia, the score had been previously brought to life as a

family-friendly ballet reimagined by choreographer
George Balanchine and
the New York City Ballet
towards the middle of the
20th century.
Tchaikovsky was a renowned ballet composer
– his others, The Sleeping
Beauty and Swan Lake,
were massive successes of
their time. Tchaikovsky
was drawn to the short story of the Romantic author
E.T.A. Hoffman, who wrote
of a fantasy story about a
nutcracker and mouse king
during the Christmas season. The score was inspired
by Tchaikovsky’s travels
around Europe, where he
learned to hone his composing skills to mimic
the great composers that
came before him, such as
Mozart and Beethoven.
Upon his travels to Paris,
Tchaikovsky encountered
the celesta, a French bell-

like instrument which
can be heard today in the
“Dance of the Sugar Plum
Fairy.” However, his commitment to the Christmas
spirit was first discovered
upon the composer’s trip
to New York City in the
1890s, where he conducted
the first-ever concert performance at Carnegie Hall.
Tchaikovsky was fascinated by the friendliness of
Americans and their fastpaced culture.
The score of The Nutcracker is varying and instantly recognizable. Even
the audience member with
the faintest knowledge of
classical music will be able
to pick up a large majority
of the performance- either
from movies, commercials,
or other media. The HSO’s
“December Dreams” will
appeal to all audiences and
provides a perfect celebration of the holidays.

SPORTS

Women’s Ice Hockey Swept at Home By Amherst
TAYLOR KAY-GREEN ’19
STAFF WRITER

The Trinity women’s hockey team had a tough weekend
to start off December. They
hosted Amherst for back-toback games at home on Friday and Saturday, the first
and second of the month.
They fought hard, but ended up losing both games.
The first game of the weekend was much closer than the
score would suggest. Halfway
through the second period,
the Bantams had a 2-1 lead
over the Mammoths, but Amherst responded emphatically
by locking down on defense
and scoring multiple goals
over the final 20 minutes.
Amherst went on to win 6-2.
The second game was a
slightly different story, but
ended in the same result.
The Bantams outshot the
Mammoths 31-25. Despite

not scoring a goal, and being down 0-1 after that period the shots on goal statistic
shows that Trinity played
better than Amherst, but
did not have luck on their
side. Look for the Bantams
to start tearing it up in the
next couple weeks, as these
last two games showed that
they are very close to playing
exceptional
Hockey.
The bantams moved to
2-4 with the losses this weekend. The season started out
with the Bantams playing 2
games against both Middlebury and Buffalo State. The
Bantams lost both games to
Middlebury, but won both
against Buffalo State. Next
Saturday, Dec. 9, Plattsburgh State will host the
Bantams at 3:00pm. Plattsburgh is coming off backto-back wins against SUNY
Potsdam where they won 4-1
and 8-0. Plattsburg will be

tough to beat, but if the Bantams do come out on top, they
will carry good momentum into
their game against Norwich.
Plattsburgh was ranked
No.1 when they faced Norwich
earlier in the season, and lost
3-4. Norwich took over the
No.1 spot. Both teams will be
incredible tests for the Bantams, but an upset in either
or both of the games is not
out of the question. The Bantams will play Norwich at
home on Jan. 3 at 7:30 pm.
After the Norwich game,
which will be played at home,
the Bantams will hit the road
for four strait games, two at
Connecticut College and two at
Hamilton, and then they will
play a stretch of 5 home games
mixed with one away game vs.
Endicott No.7. Despite the slow
start to the season, the bantams
are likely to turn it around.
Look for outstanding contests
in these upcoming games.

COURTESY OF Trinity College Athletics
Women’s hockey is 2-4 to start the season, with time to right the ship.

Men’s Basketball Finishes Solid November Month
ALEX DAHLEM ’20
SPORTS EDITOR

Trinity men’s basketball
began their 2017-18 campaign in solid fashion this
month, playing six contests
and winning four. The Bantams tipped off the season
with an impressive win in
the Maine Maritime Academy Tip-Off Tournament
in Castine, Maine. Trinity
dusted conference opponent
Bates in the first round by
a score of 80-52. 40 of Trinity’s 80 points were scored by
bench players, and the Bantams ended the game with a
20-5 scoring run. The next
day, Trinity went on to defeat Wheelock College 88-66
in the championship game.
Jeremy Arthur ’19 (13 pts, 7
rebs) and Christian Porydzy
’20 (8 assists) led the Bantam
stat line in a consistent and
dominating performance.
Trinity
returned
to
Hartford on Nov. 21 for
a home-opener matchup
against the Elms College
Blazers. Another impressive
performance by Arthur along
with a 10 rebound and 6
assist showing from co-captain Eric Gendron ’18 gave
the Bantams a wire-to-wire
80-51 victory. This win also
marked the first time in ten
years that the Bantams were
3-0 through three games
of their season. The Bantams were dealt their first
loss of the season on Nov.
26 against Nichols College.
Despite 14 more points in
the paint than Nichols and a
17-point performance by Joe
Bell ’20, the Bantams strug-

gled on defense, giving up 89
points to their hot-shooting
opponents.
After their first loss of
the season, Trinity stormed
back with an emphatic win
against the Mt. St. Vincent
Dolphins on Nov. 28. Both
teams were cold early and
the game remained scoreless
for nearly three minutes.
The Bantams employed a
full court press early on in
the game in order to stifle
the Mt. St. Vincent offense,
opening up easy points from
turnovers for Trinity. Both
teams’ shooting remained
stagnant for the rest of the
half, and the Bantams entered the break with a 28-24
lead. The second half was a
story of runs. The Dolphins
went on a 7-0 run at the
14- minute mark to tie the
game up at 34 points each.
A few key defensive stops
then propelled the Bantams
on a run of their own. Judah Woney ’19 spearheaded
the run with a huge block.
Quick buckets by Joe Bell
’20 and Kyle Padmore ’20
helped bring the Bantams
to a 45-34 lead. Trinity never looked back, eventually
pulling away for the 74-59
victory. Front court defense
was the clear strong point
for the Bantams as they held
the Dolphins to a 30.2% field
goal percentage and just 16
points in the paint.
On Nov. 30 Trinity travelled to Danbury, CT to take
on the Western Connecticut
State University Colonials.
Porydzy, Gendron, and Connor Merinder ’19 scored 21,
13, and 10 points respec-

tively, displaying the depth
of talent on the Bantams
roster. Trinity dominated
the first half and entered the
break with a 41-28 lead off
of 45.9% shooting and several three-pointers. The second
half was a different story however. Several offensive burst
by Western quickly tied the
game up at 45 points each.
The lead changed hands several times over the closing
minutes, but the Colonials
snuck away with the 65-62
victory. The Bantam struggles
in the second half amounted
to converting just 8 of 29 shots
from the floor in the second
half. The men return home for
a matchup against Bard College on Dec. 5.

COURTESY OF Trinity College Athletics
The Bantams won four of their six contests during November.

Trinity Zen Group

Tuesday nights in The Chapel

(take a right at the main altar and go down the stairs to the Crypt Chapel)

6:30 - Orientation and Meditation Instruction for ﬁrst-timers
7 - Chanting and Meditation
7:45 - Discussion & Refreshments
WWW.TRINITYZEN.ORG / FB: TRINTY ZEN GROUP

Trinity College

Inside Sports:
Men’s Hockey &
Men’s and Women’s
Squash

Men’s Hockey Defeats Hamilton, Ties Amherst on Road
CAM CHOTTINER ’20
STAFF WRITER

Over the past week, the
Trinity College men’s ice
hockey team played three
games, looking to take their
3-0 record to 6-0. On Nov. 25
the Bantams took to the ice
in Hartford to face off against
the Plymouth State Panthers. The first period was
played in a fairly even fashion, with the teams knotted
at 0-0 after the buzzer. The
second period was a different
story as the Bantam offense
came alive, firing 21 shots
on goal while managing to
sneak two of them past the
Plymouth State goaltender.
Just after the halfway point
of the contest, Ryan Pfeffer
’19 tried a jam play from the
left circle. After the initial
shot was stopped by the Panther goalie, the puck popped
up and Pfeffer whacked it out
of the air and into the back of
the net to put the Bantams
up by one. Just seven minutes later, Andy Chugg ’19
tucked home a backhand for
the goal to go up 2-0. The
Bantams’ second tally was

assisted by Charlie Zuccarini ’19. The Bantams would
concede one goal in the final
frame but held on to win by
a score of 2-1. Alex Morin
’18 finished with 27 saves on
28 shots, with the Bantams
outshooting the Panthers by
a whopping 49-28. On Sunday Nov. 26, as many Trinity
students were returning to
campus from the Thanksgiving break, the Bantams pummeled the Franklin Pierce
Ravens. In a completely lopsided contest in which the
Bantams outshot the Ravens
by a wide margin of 77-17.
The Bantams would go on to
hang 11 goals on the Ravens,
improving their record to
5-0. Dylan Healey ’21 scored
twice while fellow rookie Eric
Benshadle ’21 recorded the
first hat trick of his young
Trinity career. James Callahan ’21 continued his strong
play by notching three assists to lead the team in that
category. On Saturday night,
the Bantams travelled to
Clinton, NY for a showdown
with NESCAC rival and No.
5 ranked Hamilton. In what
would prove to be a fantastic

COURTESY OF Trinity College Athletics
With the win and tie, Trinity moves to 6-0-1 on the season, and is ranked third nationally.
game, both teams ended the
first period scoreless. Impressive saves from both goalies
kept the excitement high.
Just after the halfway point
of the game, Barclay Gammill ’20 broke the deadlock

with what would prove to be
the game winning goal. Andy
Chugg contributed with the
assist. Morin proved to be
the difference in this one,
stopping all 38 of the shots
on goal by Hamilton to record

another shutout and another
win for the Bantams. Trinity,
now 6-0, have a good stretch
of games coming up before
Winter break with backto-back home tilts against
Hobart
next
weekend.

Bantam Squash Teams off to Strong Start in 2017-18
CARLY CAO ’20
STAFF WRITER

The Trinity squash team
season opener on Nov. 18
against George Washington University was an impressive start as the men’s
team swept the Colonials
while the women’s team
won 8-1. For the men’s
team, James Evans ’18
and rookies Ziad Sakr ’21
and Aryaman Adik ’21 all
managed an easy 3-0 win
against their opponents.
Co-captain Omar Allaudin
’19 performed a final sweep
against Colonial Juan Sebastian Laguna, leading
Trinity to their first win of
the season.
The women’s squash
team followed with an 8-1
victory against the Colonials, again with several

matches with 3-0 scores.
Bantam rookie Akanksha
Sakunkhe ’21 made a stunning 3-0 win in her collegiate debut, allowing only
12 points. Trinity’s Julia
Lecoq ’18, Lakeesha Rarere
’20, Salma Alam El Din ’20,
Min Jie The ’21, Salma El
Defrawy ’18, and Karolina Holinkova ’18 all swept
their opponents 3-0, finalizing their 8-1 triumph.
Following the season
opener matches at George
Washington, the Bantams
went back on the road to
play No.7 ranked Drexel
University on Nov. 19. The
men’s team beat Drexel 9-0
with six of those matches
ending in sweeps. Trinity
improves to 2-0 and is off
until their first NESCAC
contest on Dec. 8 at Williams. For the women’s

team, another six Bantams
shut out their opponents
3-0. Tri-captain Holinkova
allowed only nine points to
Drexel’s Rebecca Low, and
Salunkhe made another notable win, allowing just seven points overall in her three
matches. The women’s team
completed a clean sweep
against Drexel, matching
the Men’s 9-0 win and advancing to a 2-0 season record.
Trintiy’s home season
opener for the women’s
squash team against Wesleyan was yet another success. Of the seven Bantam
winners, all defeated their
opponents 3-0. Rarere and
Alam El Din both only allowed seven total points in
their sweeps. An unfortunate loss for Trinity’s Lecoq
and Josie Fitzerald’21 gave

COURTESY OF Trinity College Athletics
Salma Alam El Din (pictured above) swept 3-0 playing in the 4 slot.
the Bantams a 7-2 win
over the Cardinals. The
women’s team improves to
a 3-0 record, while Wesleyan left Hartford with their

Bantam Sports This Week:
Fri.

Sat.

Men’s Hockey @ Hobart 7:00pm

Men’s Hockey @ Hobart 4:00pm

Men’s Swimming & Diving
vs. Wheaton 6:00pm

Women’s Hockey @ Plattsburgh St.
3:00pm

Women’s Swimming & Diving
vs. Wellesley & Wheaton 6:00pm

first loss of the season. The
women are back in action
on Friday Dec. 8 at Williams before a month long
winter break.

