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Activist Sandra Fluke visits Trinity to discuss gender equality
ELAINA ROLLINS '16
NEWS EDITOR

Attorney and women's rights
activists Sandra Fluke spoke at
Trinity College this past ·Thu;s.,
November 14 to a crowd of nearly
100 students and faculty. The event,
titled "In Her Own Words~" was·
sponsored by the Women, Gender
and
Resource
Action
Center
(WGRAC),
the
Office
of
Multicultural
Affairs,
the
Connecticut Women's Education and
Legal Defense Fund, the State
Permanent Commission on the
Status of Women, Connecticut NOW,
and the Trinity College departments
of Public Policy and Law, Political
Science,
Sociology,
Philosophy,
Anthropology, and Women, Gender
and Sexuality.
Most people know Fluke's name
because she was the center of
national attention in February 2012
when Republican
congressmen
denied her request to testify to the
House Oversight and Government
Reform Committee on the importance of birth control coverage in
insurance plans. After being denied,
Fluke later spoke to only House
Democrats, stating that Georgetown
University's lack of contraceptive
coverage was harming its female
students. At the time of her testimo·
ny, Fluke was a Georgetown law stu-

COURTESY OF hulshofschmidt.wordpress.com
Democratic activist, Sandra Fluke, famous for her tension with Rush Limbaugh, spoke at Trinity about how to be proactive with gender equality.

dent.
Conservative talk show host Rush
Limbaugh quickly caught wind of
Fluke's testimony and proceeded to
make remarks about Fluke on the air
of his show, speculating about her sex
life: "It makes her a slut, right? It

Workshop discusses social and
cultural reception of madness
BERNAT IVANCSICS '14
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday November 14, the
common hour event at Gallows Hill fea tured the interdisciplinary workshop
led by Trinity professors Diana Paulin
(English/American Studies) and Sarah
Raskin (Neuroscience) along with
Hartford Hospital psychiatrist Dr.
Harold Schwartz. In the discussion
they addressed the issue of mental
health and the social and cultural
reception of madness in the context of
the shooting at an elementary school
last winter in Sandy Hook, CT.
The three perspectives offered a
multi-layered insight into the problems
surrounding mental illnesses and the
possible social control of "madness".
Advertised as an interdisciplinary
workshop, the three lecturers showed
how their respective fields of academia
could add to the debate of psychiatric
treatment, crime control, and the issue
of collective response to such tragedies
as a mass murder with school children
victims.
Diana Paulin addressed the problem
of the social perception and representa tion of madness. Incidents when a collective of people must respond to an act

of madness unveil the social norms and
beliefs of a society. Professor Paulin
highlighted the fact that the medium of
such response is deeply embedded, and
thus affected by, the very language
through which a society communicates.
The shifting terminology of mental illnesses is also a good example of how
both professionals and everyday people
are constantly trying to grasp what
they mean by "illness" or "madness":
"neurodiversity," "shifting normalcy," or
"changing landscape of mind" are evi·
dence of unsuccessful attempts to con·
struct a neutral language of madness.
Professor Paulin also emphasized the
role the media is playing in construct·
ing a specific perspective of the repre·
sentation of madness.
In the second lecture, Sarah Raskin
addressed the topic of brain damage.
Her lecture proved to be the link
between Diana Paulin's socio-critical
analysis and Dr. Harold Schwartz's
focused assessment of the Sandy Hook
shooting. Her lecture presented the
multi-faceted approaches to evaluate
and define brain damage. The lecture
also made a point by highlighting the

see FACULTY on page 11

makes her a prostitute. She wants to
be paid to have sex." Since February
2012, Fluke has put Limbaugh's com·
ments in the past. She is active in the
political sphere and in her support of
women's rights, LGBTQ rights, and
labor rights.

Fluke's presentation at Trinity
took place in the Washington room,
and much to many students' surprise,
did not focus on her interactions with
Limbaugh at all. Instead, Fluke

see WOMEN'S on page 6

How 'Trinity Confidential'
classifies as cyberbullying
MAKENZIE RUSSO '16
STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday, November 13
Trinity College's M.O.C.A held a dis·
cussion based upon the debate as to
where the line is drawn between pro·
tecting students' freedom of speech and
penalizing anonymous cyber bullying.
The discussion was most directly
linked to the web page "Trinity
Confidential" that frequently publishes
anonymous posts that target specific
individuals on campus. The majority of
the posts are negatively charged, spite·
ful, and call out particular individuals.
The repercussions for these actions
may go much farther than anticipated
and therefore it has become a topic
worth discussing. Several important
points were raised during this discus·
sion, including what steps the adminis·
tration has taken to begin addressing
the problem. Professor Silk and Dean
Alford were on the panel for this dia logue and they offered their own personal opinions while listening to the
input of the students who attended the
meeting.
The overall consensus in the room
was that cyber bullying has become an
issue on Trinity's campus. The negative
comments that are posted on this page,
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although they are unsubstantiated,
are often hurtful and unnecessary.
The eclectic range of the comments
that are posted on "Trinity
Confidential" have created the ques·
tion at hand "what is tolerable?" We
all understand that we live in a digi·
tized world, one where computerized
communication is prominent and
negative comments are a norm.
These issues are not unique to
Trinity College and have been
around for years but have now taken
a different form. Dean Alford even
suggested that these comments have
shifted from bathroom stalls to
Facebook walls. However, the future
implications are now very different
and the possibility of future employ·
ers drawing conclusions based off of
vicious anonymous accusations is
very real. There is no question that
free speech should be protected but
there is a fine line as to what exactly
should be protected.
Many students were curious
about what steps are being taken to
address the issue of cyber bullying.
Dean Alford explained that "Trinity
Confidential" was brought to the

see DISCUSSION on page 10
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Tripod Editorial
Ongoing abortion debate continues
It seems that the abortion/
birth control debate has been
going on for centuries. I can
remember back to the first time
I studied Roe V. Wade in high
school and thinking how progressive the legislation was for
the 1970's. For those of you not
familiar with the court case, the
Supreme Court ruled that under
the due process clause of the
14th Amendment, women had
the right to an abortion. It
seemed that this court case was
a victory for women's reproductive rights and the debate was
over. Yet, it is over 40 years since
the Supreme Court decision and
we are still plagued with the
issue of a woman's right to
choose. However, the greatest
issue now is not legal right to
abortions or birth control but
accessibility.
Legally, women throughout
America can get birth control
and receive an abortion.
However, both of these services
are expensive and because of
this, poor women are denied
these rights. Similarly, individual states are trying to pass legislation that makes it particularly difficult for a woman to
receive such services. One example of such state legislation is
the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act. This bill, presented by South Carolina

Senator Lindsey Graham, would
make it illegal for a woman to
have an abortion after 20 weeks
of pregnancy regardless of
whether or not carrying the
child affected the health of the
mother. This type of legislation
yet again is attempting to deny
women control over their own
body and deny them their reproductive rights.
However, one piece of legisla tion that was presented to
Congress last week, to counteract these attempts that make it
difficult for women to access
these services, is The Women's
Health Protection Act. This act,
introduced by Connecticut
Senator Richard Blumenthal,
prohibits states from passing
laws that make it difficult for
women to receive these services.
This bill will prohibit states from
passing TRAP laws (Targeted
Regulation
of
Abortion
Providers), which impose strict
standards on hospitals, and clinics that provide abortions.
Examples of such laws force
abortions to be performed in
more expensive facilities than
other medical services, require
that women who are seeking
abortions have ultra sounds,
require mandatory waiting periods before an abortion can be
performed and create other barriers that deny women the

access to such services. This bill
will make it easier for women to
access abortions and will help
them reclaim their right to their
own bodies.
Although this bill will not
overturn individual state antiabortion laws it will force judges
to decide whether anti-abortion
state legislation is legal or not. I
could not be happier with this
bill. It is about time that we
make strides to protect a
woman's right to her own body.
This is a historic piece of legislation for women's rights because
it is the first federal law in nearly 20 years that is intended to
protect women's rights rather
than undermine them. The last
piece of legislation intended to
protect a woman's right to an
abortion was the Freedom of
Access to Clinic Entrances Act of
1993. This particular bill prohibited any sort of acts of violence
against abortion clinics and the
women who were attending
these clinics. I am excited to see
the future of this bill as well as
the future of women's reproductive rights. I hope that this bill
will pass through the Senate as
well as the House and will be a
historic milestone for women
everywhere.

-KLC

"

Humanity still exists among strangers
Last Wednesday, on a
flight from Philidelphia to
Long Island, Albert Rizzi
and his Seeing Eye dog,
Doxy, were kicked off a flight
after the flight attendant
told him to keep his dog
under control. In reality, the
flight attendant was not providing appropriate accommodations for them. Rizzi was
seated in the middle of the
back row of the plane with
no seat in front for Doxy to
lie under. Many of the other
passengers offered up their
seats for Doxy to lay
beneath. After the flight was
delayed two hours, Doxy has
repositioned herself under
his owners seat again. It was
at this point that the flight
attendant and Rizzi got into
a heated debate about the
dog ending with the flight
attendant escorting them
both off the plane. While
this story show unfairness
and ignorance on the side of
the flight attendant, it
shows that humanity still
exists on the part of the rest
of the passengers. After
Rizzi was kicked off the
plane, the other 35 passengers followed. They demanded that the flight attendant
be removed from the plane
and Rizzi let back on. They
thought it was unacceptable
for the flight attendant to be
treating Rizzi and Doxy so

disrespectfully,
especially
after making the duo wait to
board the plane until after
everyone else had already
boarded even though Rizzi
arrived early and was supposed to board early. After
the passengers wouldn't
budge on their demands, the
pilot canceled the flight. The
passengers felt as though
the situation would have
been avoided if the flight
attendant was willing to find
an alternate solution.
While the pilot claimed to
have brought the plane back
to the gate due to security
threats on behalf of Rizzi to
the flight attendant, U.S.
Airways apologized for the
inconvenience and provided
free buses to take all passengers from the Philadelphia
airport back to the Long
Island airport. While this
was a bit of a trek, Rizzi felt
as though it was one of the
most wonderful experiences,
having 35 strangers stand
up for him.
This story proves that
humanity still exists and
people are willing to stand
up for each other when basic
rights are being violated. It
shows how in a seemingly
self-obsessed world, people
are still concerned for one
another and justice will be
upheld. This also demonstrates awareness, sensitivi-

ty, and willingness to help
those who may be less fortunate or disabled. Hopefully
Rizzi, Doxy, and the 35 passengers will inspire others to
stand up for each other and
do what is right. Though this
was a small news story, it
was a story of kindness and
compassion which is definitely nice to see every once
in a while.

TripoiJ Editorials represent the views of the executive board of The Trinity TripoiJ,
comprised of the Editor-in-Chief and the Managing Editor.

-KKS
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The end of the semester will bring a welcome break from stress
ESTHER SHITTU '17
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

When I was young, my
father told me that college is
competitive.
I
probably
believed him, but I truly did
not understand what he
meant. As my first semester of
college comes to an end, I am
absolutely flabbergasted. This
is my hardest semester ever
and they tell me that it will
only get harder.
It is as if I was in dream
and someone has now thrown
a bucket of cold water on my
head. My eyes are now wide
open and I'm no longer in a
dream. I have gone from the
girl that could not wait for col·
lege to start to the one that
wishes that December 18
would come sooner. Don't get
me wrong, I am not exactly
waiting for the final exams
and papers that I know come
with the end of the semester,
but I cannot wait to have a
month where the pressure of
school is not constantly loom·
ing over my head.
I know that many upperclassmen will disagree with
m e that freshman year is
h ard, but as someone who is
now going through the
process, I beg to differ. First of
all, one has to go through the
process of getting to college.
College is a place where you

have never been before. You
live with people you have
never met before, which is
intimidating in and of itself.
Afterwards, you have to
adjust to your classes.
Truthfully, some of the materials that are taught in the
classes are not hard. The difficulty comes when you must

I have come to the
realization that there is a
significant difference
between assimilating and
adapting to a new surrounding. Assimilating is for the
weak-minded who do not
have confidence in their
individuality to stand out. I
don't want to become
another typical Trinity student that this college has a
reputation for.
work to fit your standards to
that of the teacher's. You have
to meet the teacher's stan·
dards, which can be different
for every class.
Every class has its own set
of rules. If you do not meet
that rule, there is a chance
that you will fail. You also
have to understand your professor 's method of teaching. I
believe that the hardest part
of this semester for me is that

I did not connect with my professors the way that I thought
that I would.
Moreover, the work may
not be hard but the pile of
homework that you have is as
tall as you are. I was not
accustomed to spending at
least three hours each night
reading for a class and getting
through only 20 to 40 pages
because, not only do you have
to read it, you now have to
take notes on it and try to
understand it. You must do
this so that when your teacher
calls on you, you know exactly
the point that she is trying to
make.
And let's not talk about the
amount of lab work that many
of the science professors
assign to students. I did not
take lab this semester, (thank
God) and I absolutely doubt
that it is m my future.
However, having a roommate
with lab has made me realize
that I will probably never
complain about being bored
during my free time again.
While figuring out the aca·
demics, we now have to add
the social life to it as well, so
that we do not go crazy with
all of the studying that we
supposedly
have
done.
Freshmen are taken from
their comfort zone and put in
a place where it seems you not
only now have to learn to read

again but also learn to talk
and walk so that you do not
fall fl.at on your face in front of
others.
The essence of my argu ·
ment is that college is hard.
This semester especially has
proven not to be a walk in the
park as I thought that it
would be. I had planned on

My only advice to new
and struggling students is to
discover your own passions,
which will lead you to clubs
and activities and thus,
inevitably, the creation of
beautiful friendships. We
are young only once and
four years is a great deal
amount of time to waste
complaining and assimilating to a culture that you are
not proud of.
studying, going to office
hours, doing whatever it takes
to get Ns in each of my class·
es. I go to tutoring sessions, I
use the writing center, and I
have been to office hours.
However, I still feel like I am
swimming at the deep end of
the pool even though I don't
yet know how to tread the
water. I felt alone at times or I
felt overwhelmed. The time
seemed to fly but sometimes it

didn't fly fast enough. My
time here had me thinking: is
it worth it? I honestly do not
know if it is worth it, but
there are times when I definitely do see the value of a col·
lege education. I mean how
are we to get the skills that
we need in each of our respec·
tive careers if we do not come
to college.
However, I am tired of
receiving a letter grade that
tells me whether I am intelligent or not. I am tired of feeling like I am playing pretend
because I know that having a
test will not exactly help me
succeed in life. Like I men·
tioned before, I do not know
whether college is worth it.
What I do know is that I have
accomplished the greatest
challenge in my life. There
will be more challenges, I am
sure. I will have to make it all
the way to senior year and
think about what I want to do
with my life after college.
However, until that point
comes and until I have to survive the real world, I can
thank God that he helped me
survived my first semester at
Trinity.
This semester has been a
difficult one and I am glad
that it is time for me to haves
some free time and I look forward to enjoying my winter
break.

The rhetoric of the media misrepresents typhoon disaster zones
DAVE SIPPRELLE '14
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Sunday, Los Angeles
Times columnists Rebecca
Solnit published a resounding
statement on how Western
media rhetoric is misrepresenting the aftermath of
Typhoon Haiyan. "Mobs,"
"panic," and "looting" are the
keywords to the media's "lan·
guage of disaster," and Solnit
argues that Western journal·
ism's employment of such
terms distorts our understand ing of the typhoon's aftermath,
vilifying the survivors as law·
less thugs and looters. The
journalistic rhetoric of disas·
ter has the capacity to focus
the narrative on the wrong
things. It mischaracterizes
disaster zones as hotbeds for
anarchy, as opposed to commu·
nities afflicted by tragedy, loss,
and hunger. These concerns
are somewhat merited.
However, is it untrue that
the country is devolving into
chaos? Putting aside the questionable ethics of focusing the
narrative on looting as
opposed to the devastated
families , a depiction of rice
warehouse looting by starving
mobs is a rendering of a reali·
ty. It is a snapshot of the
typhoon's grave social, civil,
and political impact, and how

human
communities
in
Yolanda have been driven to
radical measures in order to
survive. Perhaps the anarchy
and the tragedy are not mutually exclusive phenomena, but
anarchy is conditioned by the
tragic aftermath of natural
disaster.
When people are deprived
of their basic needs and government institutions
are
either unresponsive or limited
in funding recovery, people
will often take drastic meas·
ures in order to provide for
themselves.
Hurricane
Katrina and the federal government's disorganized recov·
ery agenda come to mind.
Even in the case of Hurricane
Sandy, Jersey Shore convenience stores and private homes
were raided. The "language of
disaster" does not necessarily
manipulate the facts nor does
it necessarily mask the
tragedy. Moreover, it points to
an alarming political reality.
Not only has the govern·
ment failed to appease sur·
vivors and their caloric needs,
but Typhoon Haiyan has
revealed the Philippine's inef·
fective legal-rational authori·
ty, and its proclivity for
bureaucratic corruption. The
state has failed to properly
allocate
available
public
resources towards the relief of

COURTESY OF: commons.wikimedia.org
Haiyan has become the second-deadliest Phillipine Typhoon on record, killing almost 4,000 people in the Phillipines alone.

the affected communities, thus
exacerbating the impact of the
tragedy. The concern that
media rhetoric discourages
humanitarian aid seems far
fetched: the UN, international
aid organizations, and the for
eign governments capable of
providing bilateral aid do not
base their decisions off head·
lines of the Associated Press or
the Chicago Tribune. However,
in light of the recent revela·
tions that government officials
are misappropriating foreign
aid and pocketing aid funds ,
the journalist's narrative
should work to clearly convey
this .
Thus, the "language of disaster" must reorient itself to
terms like "corruption" and
"misappropriation" in order to

enhance the relief process and
promote solutions. Regardless
of how the UN handles the
business of disaster relief,
typhoon survivors are beseech·
ing individual donors (donors
that might read the Associated
Press or the Chicago Tribune)
to give to the Red Cross and
other relief agencies as
opposed to the list of govern·
ment bank accounts provided
by the Philippines diplomats.
Foreign aid that is funneled
into these bank accounts is
likely to be misappropriated
into the pockets of unaccount·
able government officials and
senators . Furthermore, the
"language of disaster" should
shift to a discussion about dis·
aster preparedness within
international organizations

and aid agencies, in order to
establish pathways to emer·
gency relief. There needs to be
an organized and systemic
approach in place in the case
of climate crisis, so that mis·
guided local bureaucrats do
not have the upper hand in the
recovery process. The UN cli·
mate talks offer a forum for
this to take place.
The words of a journalist
lack the capacity to articulate
the pain of loss and trauma
felt by grieving families and
the four million citizens that
have been displaced from their
communities. Nor do words
have the ability to effectively
heal these wounds. Yet words
can raise pragmatic solutions
and responses, in hopes of pro·
moting unimpeded relief.

Opinions put forth in this section are those of the writers themselves and ch not reflect the views of The Trinity Tripod nor of its staff.
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This November proves to be a monumental month for gay rights
MADELINE BURNS '16
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This past Wednesday,
Governor Neil Abercrombie of
Hawaii signed a bill that
legalized same-sex marriage
in Hawaii, starting December
2 of this year. This legisla tion comes in the wake of
Illinois' announcement last
week of Governor Pat Quinn's
plans to sign a bill for marriage equality on November
20. Including Illinois, Hawaii
marks the 16th state to legalize
gay
marriage.
Considering that at this time
last year gay marriage was
only legal in 9 states, this is a
drastic upswing in the rate at
which states are taking legal
action towards marriage
equality.
Separate from state legislature, in the Senate, the
Employment
NonDiscrimination Act was just
approved this month. The
Employment
NonDiscrimination Act, now in
effect, bans any form of discrimination in hiring or
employment based on the
employee's sexual orientation
and/or gender identity. Prior
to the passing of this act,
there was no federal law that
protected the rights of LGBT
individuals in the workplace.
Similarly to the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, and the
Americans with Disabilities
Act, the Employment NonDiscrimination Act now prohibits employers from taking
sexual orientation or gender
identity into account in the
workplace, whether that be
when considering applicants
for jobs or employees for promotions.
While these legal actions
are considered by many to be
a sign of progressive movement forward, others argue
that at this point in time we

should
have
already
addressed these issues of
equality as so as a nation. In
this way these actions are not
something to applaud but
rather something to condone
because there is still much
that needs to be done in
terms of LBGT issues and
marriage equality in this
country. Though I agree that
there is much to be done for
LGBT rights, I still believe
that progress is progress and
that it should be recognized
as something good that this
country is doing. When you
take a step back and look at
the issue from a global perspective,
the
progress
America is making serves as
an example for LGBT rights
throughout the world.
Across the world, in
Vietnam, big steps toward
marriage equality were made
this past week. Gay wedding
ceremonies were decriminalized and same-sex couples
were given the right to live
together. While there is still
much progress to be made,
same-sex partners still won't
be recognized as legally married, this decriminalization
marks a big change in LGBT
rights for Vietnam and for
the world. So on a national
scale the progress being
made in terms of LG BT
rights is not where it should
be. However, on a global
scale, we are setting a precedent for the rest of the world.
If we continue to move forward in the direction we've
been moving, the possibility
of marriage equality in all 50
states is an attainable future.
What needs to be taken
into consideration here is
that while marriage equality
is certainly a right no one
should be denied, and as such
is an integral part of LGBT
issues in this country and
world wide, there are also

"
COURTESY OF: wikipedia.org
Across the world and across The United States, progress has been made in creating legislation that secures LGBT rights.
other LGBT related issues
more pertinent at this time
than marriage equality. Of
paramount concern is the
issue of violence and harassment among the queer and
trans community, and its
direct correlation to queer
and trans homelessness and
suicide rates. One of the
intrinsic causes of this issue
is the lack of understanding
and visibility when it comes
to trans people in our society.
According to the Gender,
Violence,
and
Resource
Access Survey conducted by
the Trans Student Equality
Resources, 50 percent of
transsexual Americans have
been raped or sexually
assaulted by a partner, and
transsexual women have a
one in 12 chance of being
murdered.
Addressing the issue of
violence against transsexual
men and women means con centrating on where this
issue begins - trans youth.
Support for trans youth is
among the most urgent matters that need to be

addressed in the realm of
LGBT issues. The abuse suffered by transsexual youth
directly correlates to the dra matically high suicide rates
among the trans population.
According to a report of the
national transgender discrimination survey conducted
in 2011, 41 percent of the survey's 6,450 participants had
attempted suicide.
At the
core of this issue of spiking
suicide rates among the trans
population are phobia and
sexism and discrimination
against trans people, starting
from a young age.
Trans gender
Day
of
Remembrance is coming up
on November 20. This day
serves as a day of memorialization for those that have
been killed as a result of violence against the transgender
community. Trinity held its
own vigil m honor of
Transgender
Day
of
Remembrance
this
past
Sunday at the conclusion of
the Eros Film Festival. The
names of transgender victims
who had been killed in 2013

as a result of transphobia
and violence against trans
people were read aloud at the
vigil. The fact that in 2013
we are still reading these
names of people killed as a
result of this hatred of transgender and gender non.-conforming people is alarming,
and I think that just as much
attention should be brought
to this horrible injustice as to
the issue of marriage equality in America.
While I do not mean to
detract from the significance
of marriage equality in this
country and worldwide, I
think that people who support gay rights, and consider
themselves to be active in the
fight for marriage equality,
should also consider the ways
in which they can address the
issues the transgender and
queer citizens of this nation
are facing, and show just as
much support for that as they
do for marriage equality. In
this way, the nation can move
forward and continue this
trend of progression in the
name of LGBT rights.

A response to an article about an incident on the campus shuttle
MAZIN KHALIL '15
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

An article recently was
written about the shuttles
that traverse our campus, carrying students from one side
to the other and to destina tions in-between. This article
titled "Campus safety shuttle
a forum for disrespecting
Trinity students," however,
unfairly portrays the shuttle
drivers and the shuttle itself.
In this article, a particular
incident was highlighted in
which a female reported the
campus shuttle driver for not
stopping on Allen Street, for
opening the door of the shuttle to briefly mock the girl,
sticking her middle finger up
and then driving away. I'm
here to tell you that this was
not what happened, nor is it
how it happened. I was on
that shuttle and the time was
2:05 AM. The shuttle was

making its way down Allen
Street when it reached the
end of Allen, there were 3 stu dents, a male, and two
females standing next to the
Soccer House. As the shuttle

What has motivated the
writing of this piece is not
the article that was written
itself, but the shared sentiment of students like the
one that reported incorrect
and erroneous information
that is putting the jobs of
others at risk.

turned, the male student
slapped the side of the shuttle
with both hands. The driver
was then called a "b****" and,
as she turned down Broad
Street, the female that was
with the group continued

chasing after the bus shouting
"b****" and "Are you f******
kidding me?" The driver of the
shuttle opened the door and
stated "Wonder Woman,"
because of how fast the girl
was running after the bus.
The incident ended in the
shuttle going about its course,
and the driver and told that
she had to go back on Allen to
pick up those students
because they complained.
I don't know about you, but
I wouldn't tolerate any form of
disrespect at all. If I was the
campus shuttle driver, I
would not have stopped
either. There is no reason that
this person is being looked at
negatively because of the disrespect and lies that a few
students relayed.
More importantly, it is
extremely frustrating that
students tell one-sided stories
such as the one told and do
not explain what happened

prior or explain what brought
about the reaction of the shuttle drivers. Basic science, particularly physics, explains
this: every action has a reaction. The shuttle driver did

We as Trinity students
undermine the efforts of
the campus shuttle drivers.
They have to put up with us
when we're drunk, with our
complaining, nagging, rowdiness and our constant
inability to show them
appreciation.

not choose to ignore those stu dents. In fact, the end of Allen
isn't even a stop on the shuttle.
What aggravates me and
what has motivated the writing of this piece is not the arti-

cle that was written itself, but
the shared sentiment of stu dents like the one that reported incorrect and erroneous
information that is putting
the jobs of others at risk. One
of the erroneous statements
written in that article was
that the shuttles don't have
trackers . Both shuttles are
equipped with GPS, and their
location can be tracked by
googling "campus safety shuttle tracker trinity college."
You will be taken to the
Campus Safety website which
links to Verizon's page for
tracking the shuttle. The user
name and password are provided on the website as well.
We as Trinity students
undermine the efforts of the
campus shuttle drivers. They
have to put up with us when
we're drunk, with our com plaining, nagging, rowdiness
and our constant inability to
show them appreciation.
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Posse helps bring a bright, diverse group of students to Trinity
I can honestly say many
things do not offend me. I
have a neutral stance on
pretty much everything.
However, there is one thing
that makes me annoyed, that
is the negative connotations
associated with being a Posse
Scholar on campus. I heard
through the grapevines that
one professor described Posse
Scholars as "miracle students
from underdeveloped communities coming to college" and
"at-risk youths." This is not
only offensive, but also, quite
frankly an ignorant statement made by someone who
is unknowledgeable about
what the Posse Foundation
is, so let me educated everyone.
The Posse Scholarship is a
merit-based
scholarship
given to students who demonstrate leadership abilities in
all categories, from academ ics to athletics. Before students are picked to be in a
posse of 10-12 students, candidates have to go through
several rounds to prove that
they can cooperate well with
others and become a support
system . After each round,
only students who demonstrate these abilities advance
to the next. In the final
round, the Deans of each col-

tified myself freshmen year.
Now, more than ever, I am
confident enough to assert
that I am a proud scholar.
Posse is not only for minority
students or "at-risk youths in
urban areas." I would like to
give you my own profile and
background as an example of
what type of students and
characters are part of the
Posse.
I grew up in the East
Village of New York City,
filled with hippies and NYU
students. I also attended one
of the Eight Specialized High
Schools, the Brooklyn Latin
School, which specialized in
Latin and the humanities.
My high school was filled
with students of all ethnicities and we wore uniforms
identical to the ones Blair
and Serena wear in Gossip
Girl. I am not from the "ghetto" or "at-risk" to any extent.
As you can see, Posse scholars come from all backgrounds and have a wide
range of interests and hobbies.
This can be applied to my
Posse brothers and sisters
who work hard to diversify
the campus. We participate
in many organizations on
campus to make our commu nity more inviting, inclusive
and vibrant. Thus, when professors or other members of
this campus make false gen-

mate prize of being a P osse
Scholar, it really isn't. I h ave
developed close relationsh ips
to my siblings and advisor.
Whenever I am down or need
someone to give me a dvice, I
know I have ten other people
who will give me their
insight. I have inherited a
beautiful and talented family
who has consistently shown
their loyality and support for
everything I've done and will
do in the near future. So for
those of you, who have nega-

lege band select students and

eralizations about Posse, I

tive

a posse is born. From there,
students are required to
attend weekly meetings from
their senior year of high
school to the end of their
sophomore year in college.
This is only a meager glimpse
of the entire process, which
also includes retreats, intensive discussions and one·onone meetings with trainers
and on campus advisors.
The assumptions about
Posse Scholars on campus
made me evaluate how I iden-

feel personally attacked. My
family on campus is my
Posse. They have kept me
humbled, motivated and
reminded me of New York
roots . Thus, when we are categorized in such a negative
light, I want to scream and
tell people that they're
wrong. I never had to defend
my beliefs, identity, and family as much as I had to here.
Although many people
believe that a full-tuition
paid scholarship is the ulti-

know what Posse is about, I
urge you to reconsider your
assumptions and ask yourself, have you spoken to a
Posse Scholar? Have you
asked about their past or
what
they're
passionate
about? If not, do so and see
what kind of charisma and
drive we have. We do not only
diversify the campus, but we
also burst the superfluous
bubble that seems to have
made this campu s so distant
from the real world.

KRISTINA XIE '16
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

COURTESTY OF: frontpagemag.com
The Posse Foundation has granted $577 million to thousands of students from nine different American cities since 1989.

perceptions

or

don't

COURTESTY OF: wallaad.com
Trinity's Posse program involves students from NYC (top) and Chicago (above).

CONTACT:
Will WALTHALL '14

william.wallhall@trincoll.edu
FORREST ROBINITTE '16

torrest.robinene@trincoll.edu
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Women's rights activist Sandra Fluke discusses gender equality
continued from page 1
began her discussion with a
phrase she feels encompasses
the gender equality move·
ment: "If sharks don't keep
swimming, they will die." To
Fluke,
gender
equality
activists are sharks who must
continuously keep fighting for
their cause.
Born in 1981, Fluke is on
the cusp of the millennial gen eration, yet still feels an
extreme connection to its men·
tality. She explained how older
Americans, who fought gender
equality battles on issues such
as abortion in the 1970s with
Roe v. Wade, are often shocked
to see politicians argue over
women's health rights which
were thought to be solved
years ago. Today, feminist mil·
lennials are fighting for
rights, such as affordable con·
traception and abortion, in the
same way older generations
once did.
Fluke believes the gender
equality issues that were once
seen as resolved are still pres·
ent today because, "We
stopped paying attention to
those battles ... As sharks, we
have been swept backwards."
She then presented a ques·
tion to the audience, which she
used the rest of her discussion
to answer: How do activists
talk about gender equality so
it inspires youth while still
addressing the issues?
First, Fluke believes the
national conversation should

COURTESY OF: Elaina Rollins '16
Attorney and women's rights activist Sandra Fluke spoke to the Trnity community about her views on gender equality.

be about gender equality, not
just women's rights. Although
sexism harms women in
unique ways, such as sexual
violence, men are harmed by
gender expectations as well.
Fluke pointed out that, on
average, men do not live as
long because of their diet and
high amounts of stress.
Gender roles and expectations
are linked to men's negative
health habits.
Fluke also believes the gen·
der equality fight must be

linked to the transgender
equality movement, because
both battles are about the
right to freely express one's
gender and identity. By link·
ing the gender equality move·
ment with other activist move·
ments, Fluke says people
become more than just allies,
because they are "all in one
fight."
The gender equality move·
ment is also part of a greater
movement for reproductive
justice,
explained Fluke.

Reproductive justice calls for
not only basic reproductive
rights, but insists those rights
must be the same for all
groups of people. For example,
reproductive justice focuses on
issues such as "family caps on
public assistance," which limit
public assistance benefits to
families with more than one
child. 19 states offer their public assistance funds to only one
child per family, a political
tactic which, Fluke stated,
controls the reproductive

choices of the poor.
Access is an important part
of reproductive justice. Fluke
explained that women may
have the right to use birth
control, but they do not
always have the ability to
access that right. For exam·
ple, safe and reliable forms of
birth control are often expen·
sive, making them out of
reach to poor citizens.
In this sense, poverty and
gender equality intersect,
according to Fluke. Because
women are more likely to be
poor, and economic issues res·
onate with millennials, Fluke
believes poverty is an issue
the current generation should
be tackling today.
She
explained that initial abortion
fight was fought by an older
generation because they saw
back-alley abortion proce·
dures that millennials have
not. What millennials have
seen is women occupy two·
t h irds of minimum·wage fast
food jobs in this country - an
economics issue that Fluke
says the gender equality
movement must fight.
To end her talk, Fluke
impressed the idea that
women's issues should be con·
nected to a variety of different
activist movements, not just
the gender equality fight.
Gender does not exist in isola ·
tion. Many women are also
fighting immigration, poverty.
LGBTQ, and labor battles all of which should be
addressed.

''J-Term" courses to offer students a unique learning experience
MAGGIE ELIAS '17
STAFF WRITER

While the majority of stu·
dents and faculty will be curled
up under a blanket in their
homes drinking hot chocolate
and watching a movie during
the dark, dreary days of
January, some students will be
back early to Trinity. For the
first time, Trinity is offering a
January term, or better known
as a "J Term." January term is a
three-year pilot program that
gives students an opportunity to
come back on campus during
winter break and enroll in a
broad range of half-credit cours·
es. Although new to Trinity, J
Terms are very popular at liberal arts colleges.
Associate Academic Dean and
Professor of Political Science
Sonia Cardenas has been work·
ing closely with course instruc·
tors to put Trinity's J Term into
action. The faculty approved the
program last spring and agreed
to try it for a three-year period.
This first year is primarily
focused on reaching out to the
students and informing them of
the program.
''We wanted to experiment
with the academic calendar.
Some students are already on
campus for the winter break,
and we thought others might be
interested in taking a course.

Other liberal arts colleges have
winter terms, which give stu·
dents the opportunity to take
small innovative courses, so we
wanted to see whether this was
a viable model at Trinity,"
explained Dean Cardenas.
The J Term will begin on
January 6th and end on
January 17th. With a minimum
of six students and a maximum
of 20, each class will be taught in
a small, intimate setting.
Classes will meet for over 20
hours a week, both on and off
campus. Nine courses, each with
a very different subject-focus,
have been selected for the
January 2014 term.
Students have the opportuni·
ty to learn about the fiercely
debated culture, conflict, and
competition of sports in the
United States with Associate
Athletics
Director
Robin
Sheppard.
For those interested in music,
Professor of Music Gail Woldu
will be teaching a course on
music in the 1960s, specifically
in protest movements. Some
artists that will be studied
include The Beatles, Motown,
Bob Dylan, James Brown, and
Aretha Franklin.
In addition, with a focus on
the hit musical Parade, students
have the option to explore the
social, political, and racial context underlying the story retold

COURTESY OF: flickr.com/photos/trinitycollege
Trinity College's }Term will offer half-credit courses during the Winter Break.

in the musical. Professor of
Music Gerald Moshell will be
teaching this course.
With Principal Lecturer
Robert Peltier, students can
travel and get lost in Hartford
and its historical and cultural
sites, and then develop photo·
graphs, videos, and writings
about their findings.
A particularly interesting
experimental, hybrid course will
be offered as well. Using the film
The Godfather, students will
study and learn about "th e art of
hard choices" with Principal
Lecturer John Alcorn.
A workshop will be offered
with Principal Lecturer Irene
Papoulis, in which students will
spend the term writing creative
nonfiction, drawing on each indi·
vidual's experiences of place.

The sports fanatics can
explore the interplay of soccer
with race and nationalism
around the world, with a focus
on the upcoming summer World
Cup in Brazil. Professor Luis
Figueroa will be teaching this
course.
There is even an opportunity
to travel and study abroad in
Nicaragua with Professor Sarah
Raskin. Students will study and
compare the health care access
and
inequalities
between
Nicaragua and the United
States.
Lastly, students interested in
sociology can take a course on
the complexities of reproductive
justice in the United States. A
trip to a national advocacy
organization is included in this
course as well!

Registration
ends
on
November 26th and a special
form must be submitted to the
Registrar's Office. Space is limit·
ed and applications will not be
accepted late, so be sure to apply
quickly if interested!
Dean Cardenas and the other
faculty involved are extremely
excited for January to come and
to be a part of the first J ·Term
and hopefully many more to
come. Dean Cardenas said, "Of
course, on a practical level, taking a credit-bearing course dur·
ing the J-Term should benefit
students, who try to fit in so
much during the regular aca·
demic year. And intellectually,
delving into a course during this
period promises focused, collabo·
rative learning in a way that
could be really productive. It's
an experiment worth trying."
For those of you who find
yourself going out of your hair
being back under a roof with
your parents, those who can't
stand having nothing to do but
sit in your house for four weeks,
or those who just are interested
in taking an extra course and
being on campus, this is a per
feet opportunity! With the
group·like, small classes and the
focused, but intriguing topics,
the J Term will be a wonderful
experience and a great way to
spend those darkest days of win·
ter!
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Entrepreneurship Competition showcases student innovation
KRISTINA SMITHY '14
MANAGING EDITOR

This year, The Career
Development Center launched
the new Entrepreneurship
Competition lasting from
November 2013 to April 2014.
The goal of the competition is
to allow Trinity students to
collabora te with each other
and launch a product or an
idea. The competition involves
a series of brainstorming sessions and training workshops.
Panels of alumni, parents, and
mentors will provide feedback
for all aspects of the competition including the original
idea, the business model and
the financing plan. The teams
that make it to the final round
will each receive 2,000 dollars
to continue advancing their
product and the winning team
will receive 10,000 dollars
towards the advancement of
their product.
The Career Development
Center thought this competition would allow the center to
help students beyond the
bounds of resumes and cover
letters.
"The Career Development
Center is always looking to
expand beyond resumes, cover
letters, and interviews so this
idea seemed to fit perfectly.
Trinity's competition is modeled after a number of university competitions around the
country including ones held at

COURTESY OF: trincoll.edu
The Trinity College Career Development Center has began this interesting competition this year to foster student innovation.

University of Chicago and
MIT." Kathy Eckels, coordinator of the competition and
Career Specialist said.
The timeline for the competition is packed with progress
updates and project feedback.
In November, teams will start
to develop their proposals and
attended incubation sessions
assisting them with business
research information and
intellectual property concerns.
By December, proposals are
due and reviewed by a panel of
alumni judges. The finalists
are then announced in
January and are paired with
alumni or parent mentors.
The competition continues in
February with development of
their business plans, building
of their prototypes and con -

ducting pilot studies. The
finalists will also attend
another incubation session,
which will assist with the creation of a business plan. In
March, the teams will submit
their business plans to their
mentors and will receive feedback as well as attend an
information session to help
with convincing investors and
consumers to buy their product. Final business plans are
due in April in which then the
judges will pick a final winner.
Both the students in the
competition and its creators
believe this will help students
interested in entrepreneurship once they enter the workforce.
"For students interested in
becoming entrepreneurs they

~'Do
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will get 'real life' experience in
a safe environment. They will
be able to launch an idea without investing their own money
and will get support through
educational workshops and
mentoring," Eckels said.
This competition allows for
students to follow through on
an idea that will give them
real life experience.
"Our team name is the
Academic
Revolutionaries.
The competition is helping us
get started by providing
accomplished entrepreneurs
as mentors and hosting lectures and seminars about
start-up funding , business
plan writing, intellectual
property,
and
market
research. Learning about how
to start a business is always a

good thing to learn and if we
win the $10,000 grand prize it
is a double whammy," Jack
McCarthy '14 said.
The ideas and products of
the students vary greatly and
reflect their interests.
"Our idea is to build a study
materials sharing website for
Trinity College students that
pays great note takers for
th eir study materials and
makes the notes and study
guides easily accessible and
searchable by class or subject
matter. Our idea addresses a
few problems. It incentivizes
students to be more engaged
in their studies by paying
great note takers and it will
increase the academic performance of site visitors by
providing study guides and
other materials to use while
studying for their next quiz or
exam," McCarthy said.
The Career Development
Center is happy with the progression of the competition
thus far and hopes it will
become an annual staple at
Trinity.
"[So far things are going]
great. 20 teams registered and
attended the mandatory kickoff workshop on November 7.
So far, 40 students are on
those 20 teams but teams can
add additional members until
January 24. We actually hope
to increase both the prize and
number of teams [next year],"
Eckels said.

you know an outstandin2
scholar?

The SGA Academic Affairs Committee is
looking for students with outstanding academic achievements to recognize in the
Tripod!

You can nominate yourself or a peer if he/she meets the
following requirements:

I) has won an academic related award before
2) has minimum 3.4 GPA

3) is involved in extracurricular activities

E-mail nominations to chinwe.oparaocha@trincoll.edu
including an explanation of academic achievements and
a short bio of the nominee by November

22.
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ACES Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive helps Hartford's hungry
KRISTINA XIE '16
STAFF WRITER

Trinity College's continued
support and dedication to
maintaining close ties to the
Hartford neighborhood has
been a top priority for student
clubs. Each month, the Annual
Community Events Staff
(ACES) focuses on a range of
activities to promote community se:r:vice and civic leadership on-and-off campus. Some
of these previous events
include Halloween on Vernon,
Habitrot 5K Run (Habitat for
Humanity) and Do It Day. This
month marks ACES's thirteenth annual Thanksgiving
Food Basket Drive.
As part of National Hunger
and Homelessness Awareness
Week, ACES will provide one
hundred families with children attending M.D. Fox
Elementary School with a
Thanksgiving dinner. ACES
will offer families a traditional
home-cooked meal, including a
scrumptious turkey and stuffing!
In addition to awareness
week, ACES will also hold a
food drive and create baskets
for purchase. ''We really need
your support. We've reached
out to students and faculty.
The professors have been
extremely supportive of the
cause!" stated ACES CoPresident Georgie Wynn '16.

~

COURTESY OF: http://www.katv.com
Food Drives are a common Thanksgiving charity which bring food to people in need in a time focused on giving and goodwill.

There are several ways stu - 702574. The deadline for
dents can contribute to the donating
is
Wednesday,
food drive that is currently tak- November 20, 2013.
ing place. Students can make a
The
event
has
been
donation equivalent to the cost extremely successful in the
of one or more food baskets past. As fortunate as Trinity
(approximately $40) and let College students are to have
ACES do the shopping. endless food options at
Students can also provide their Mather, customized sandwichdonation made out to the es and wraps from the Cave
Trustees of Trinity College and and the Bistro, not many peosent to Joe Barber at Box ple, let alone children, have

the same access to food.
According
to
DoSomething.org, 39 percent
of America's homeless population is young people under the
age of 18. One easy way to
combat this epidemic is to
donate money to the cause and
purchase a food basket.
"We really enjoy working
with the community. There is a
great need for communication

and action among Trinity
College students and Hartford
as a whole!" exclaimed ACES
Co-President Bria Lewis'16.
Projects like the ACES food
drive bridge the gap between
the Trinity campus and
Hartford. Community outreach reminds students of
their duty to their local neighborhood and to themselves.
Trinity College's dedication to
molding · well-rounded individuals does not only focus on
academics. It also includes
social initiatives to develop
students with morals and
ethics.
"At a school that is often too
concerned with internal issues
to be focused on the problems
of the outside world, this food
drive is an philanthropic way
for the Trinity College community to engage with the surrounding area," stated Sonjay
Singh '15.
With that being said, there
are many more opportunities
to engage in local projects
right on Trinity's campus.
Some of ACES's upcoming
events include Sponsor A
Snowman Holiday Gift Drive
for Hartford Interval House in
December, Souper Bowl Food
Drive, held in a local supermarket in February, and
Annual Auction for Charity in
March as well as the Trinitysponsored Big Brother program.

Trinity students host second annual Day in a Wheelchair event
ESTHER SHITTU '17
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This past Tues., November
14, Trinity students participated in its annual Day in a
Wheelchair Event. This event
invites many Trinity students
to partake in an experience
where they spend a day in the
shoes of someone who is
unable to walk. This means
that students, who usually
walk to their classes, rooms,
and meals had to spend their
day a little differently.
The event was organized by
Trinity
alumna
Kristin
Duquette
'13,
Brianna
Scalesse '16, Claudia Trafton
'16 and Jessica Bosco '16. This
year was the first time that
Trafton both organized and
participated in the event. She
became interested in A Day in
a Wheelcliair after Duquette
told her about it last year.
Trafton realizes that there are
a lot of people on this campus
with disabilities and feels that
it is important to "promote
disability rights as human
rights. That way people
understand that disability
rights aren't just about being
disabled but it's really about
everybody." According
to
Trafton, the participants were
taken from a computer generated program.
For Mazin Khalil '15, this
was not the first time that he
participated in this event. He
partook in it last year, as well,
and his response was that not
much has changed from the
first time he participated.
"I did this last year, when
we did it for the first time here
at Trinity. Unfortunately, I

COURTESY OF: http://www.flickr.com/photos/trinitycollege
Students. who particip,ated in the event got to experience the unique challenges students in wheelchairs deal with every day.

found that not ·much has
changed at all to be honest. I
was·-reminded· of how difficult
traversing Mather Quad was
and how inaccessible some
classrooms are. One of my
classes has a wheelchair
accessible bathroom, but the
building isn't wheelchair
accessible. What I gained from
this experience is more empathy for people, and I saw people here in a brighter and
more positive light because
they were willing to help and
did at every opportunity they
got," said Khalil about his
experience with Day in a
Wheelchair.
Khalil was not the only one
who found it troubling that
the College is so inconvenient
for those in wheelchairs.

Zaniyyah,AshBey '16 had the
same kind, of concerns. Based
on her experience, she plans
on, "filing a couple of com plaints with buildings and
grounds because many of the
handicap buttons around campus don't work."
This issue made it a difficult experience for Ashbey to
get to her classes. "It was very
difficult ... and it was significantly more challenging especially going to classes in
Seabury, and having to go
from the library to Trinity
Commons, it was just difficult" AshBey said. After participating in this event,
AshBey now sympathize with
students and faculty in wheelchairs even more, because she
better understands the chal-

lenge that they go through
each and every day.
Khalil believes that people
with disabilities are "stronger
than people who don't have
them because we don't have to
work as hard, and example of
which would be opening and
walking through a door. When
I was in the wheelchair, going
through a door that wasn't
handicap accessible was hellacious."
Brianna Scalesse '16 spoke
to the FOX CT news station,
and discussed what she wanted to see occur with this event.
She told the station that having people go around in wheelchairs will let other students
know that those with disabilities "should not be feared. I
can open a door for them or I

can say hi to them, -and you
know they are people."
For the most part, it seems
that those who participated in
A Day in a Wheelchair are in
the same mindset as Trafton,
Lara Abiona '16, who also participated in the event, claims
that, "I always had great
respect for [those in wheelchairs], but now it's through
the roof. I never realized that
there are certain places where
they can and cannot live,
which might be among the
nicest on campus. There are
classes they might not be able
to take, which limits their academic experience. I feel that
the school provides minimal
resources for them."
But gaining respect for
those with disabilities was not
the only goal of A Day in a
Wheelchair. Trafton, Scalesse,
and all those associated with
the project hope that this
event will someday be worldwide, and not just limited to
Trinity.
They also hope to spread
awareness that being disabled
does not mean that someone
does not have human rights.
An example that Trafton
explained was that she had
people who came up to her and
grabbed the handle of her
wheelchair. This is not okay,
just like it is not okay for
someone to touch someone's
shoulder in a random matter.
The wheelchair is a part of the
person. They have the right to
private space just as much as
anyone else, was the point of A
Day in a Wheelchair: people in
wheelchairs have as many
right as anybody else and
deserve accommodation.
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At Trinity and around the world: Trinity welcomes new hockey player
ANA MED INA '16
STAFF WRITER

It is common to hear that, after
high school, students will delay their
college education to dedicate themselves intensely to a sport. This is
exactly what Ryan Cole '17 did when
he played for the Lincoln Stars and
Indiana Ice in the United States
Hockey League and then for the
Amarillo Bulls of the North American
Hockey League.
Growing up in Anchorage, Alaska,
Cole comments that, " ... hockey is more
than a game. It's a way of life. Almost
all of my friends played hockey and
every elementary, middle, and high
school had an outdoor rink." Raised in
an environment that fostered such
passion and admiration for the sport,
Cole knew hockey would be his way of
life. "Playing in front of packed stadiums with the bands playing and classmates lining up two hours before game
time. It eventually just became a
lifestyle and something I loved," he
recalls.
Cole participated in the Alaska All
Stars hockey program from the age of
seven to the age of 16. Afterwards, he
transferred to Kimball Union Academy
in Meriden, New Hampshire for his
sophomore year of high school and
upon graduating, was drafted by the
Lincoln Stars. He played with the
team a few months before being traded
t,g., ln9ifl.P~ Jee., 4-gain li~~ heft., a hort
experience there as he was then traded
to the Amarillo Bulls. He played for
the Amarillo Bulls for his final two sea sons before arriving at Trinity College.
Commenting on his two years
playing junior hockey, Cole states, "It

was a great time for me to grow as a
hockey player and a person. I also
matured physically, something I
attribute my success to at the college
level." While playing for a junior hockey league was demanding work, Cole
did not use that time to completely
neglect his academics. He attended
community college courses to keep up
with his schoolwork. In addition to
this; he also ran a charity and held a
job to help pay for his expenses.
Cole expresses that his favorite
part of the experience was the freedom
he was granted. " ... you are basically
living on your own so you really have
to grow up and learn to take care of
yourself and make your own decisions," he says. In addition, Cole states
that he also enjoyed playing in front of
the large crowds; some were as large
as 9,000 people! Despite the perks,
Cole acknowledges that there were
also some cons. ''My least favorite part
was probably the length of the season.
We arrived in late August and the season was not over till mid-May in which
we played over 80 games and maybe
had five days off the whole season."
Starting out in Alaska and then
moving to Nebraska, Indiana, and
Texas, one can't help but wonder how
Cole came to Connecticut. "My brother
Brandon Cole '17 was being recruited
by Coach Matt Greason and I decided
to visit with him. After seeing the
school and the hockey facilities I knew
~
in t
ight.. place;" he U8W' rs.
While it is only Cole's first semester at
Trinity he mentions that his favorite
part about campus is the support our
students_:;;hoy.r for the athletic teams.
As of now, he hopes to double major in
Economics and Philosophy. He states

COURTESY OF Ana Medina '16
Cole is excited to play for Trinity and his passion for the sport translates both on and off the ice.

that
his
ultimate
goal
is, Despite the adjustment, he felt that
"obviously ... to get a degree and move towards the end, once all the nerves
on to a strong law school. Besides that, had calmed down, the team overall
I really hope to lead our hockey team began to play a lot smoother. Part of
to a NCAA National Championship. I what encouraged the team so much
believe we have the talent and the was the enthusiastic crowd supporting
heart to do some big things , it's just a them. " ... when we see the student supmatter of when, not if." In addition to port like that we elevate our game sigkeeping up with his academics and nificantly. So I wanted to thank everyplaying hockey, Cole hopes to join one that came out and supported us
Habitat for Humanity and work on and showed that Trinity College has
some community service projects with the best home ice advantage in the
them.
NESCAC," he comments.
Still fresh in his undergraduate
:;.;,..-.qi,,,.:r his-first: ame of the ~liege
hockey season, " .. .it was mostly just career Cole expresses his desire to play
adjusting to the speed and style of professional hockey after college,
play. Where junior hockey is much preferably somewhere in Europe.
mo;re offensive, fast paced and physi- However, if that does not work out he
cal, college hockey is much more defen- .hopes to go back to Alaska and work
sive and system oriented," Cole states. with his father as an attorney.

The Food Dudes: Venture to Costa del Sol and enjoy a taste of Spain
SOPHIE KATZMAN '14
GEORGINA THERMOS '14
STAFF WRITERS

Even though Wethersfield Avenue
is only five or ten minutes away, it's
not somewhere students often find
themselves going. However, this week
the Food Dudes decided to venture
over to the South End and try Costa
del Sol. Costa del Sol is an authentic
Mediterranean-Spanish restaurant .
Although the street has an industrial
feel, Costa del Sol has a very bright,
polished exterior with maroon
awnings and palm tree esque plants.
After
studying
abroad
in
Barcelona together, the Food Dudes
are always looking for new Spanish
restaurants to try. This one did not
disappoint us . 25 years ago, a family
from Galicia, Spain started the restaurant. Since then, Costa del Sol has
been passed down to different members of the family and kept a strong
place in the Hartford restaurant
scene. Upon entering the restaurant,
we felt as if we were back in Spain.
The art and design of the restaurant
were reminiscent of Spain. On the
back wall, there's a large mural with a
scene of the Spanish-Mediterranean
coast. The stucco buildings and clear
blue water in the painting made us
feel as if we were sitting right by the
water in Spain. The restaurant even
has its own little gift shop with trin-

kets and mementos. Being there was
like a mini-vacation in itself.
Th e space is especially large with a
layout suitable for family dinners as
well as larger events, such as banquets and private parties. There are
different rooms filled with distinctive
types of tables adequate for the various functions. We were seated in a little nook by the window. Inside the
small alcove, we were surrounded by
Spanish art including works by Joan
Miro, which definitely added to the
Spanish aura.
The menu is uniquely Spanish, but
with distinct dishes ranging from different regions. The majority is
Galician cuisine, since the owners
came from Galicia. However, there are
other influences. Due to the rich land
and coastline, Spanish food includes
fresh seafood and meats as well as
homegrown vegetables, cheese and
olive oil. Since lunch is the main meal
in most parts of Spain, the menu was
all encompassing. There were soups,
small salads, and of course, a selection
of tapas. Tapas are small dishes
served one after the other at many
restaurants in Spain. Their entrees
included meat, fish, pasta and eggs as
well as Paella dishes to share.
We had the Pan Catalan to start,
since this was our favorite small dish
in Spain. Pan Catalan is bread with a
tomato and olive oil spread. At Costa

COURTESY OF Sophie Katzman ' 14
Costa de! Sol offers an inviting environment with a variety of delicious, traditional Spanish dishes.

del Sol, they added their own addition
of grilled vegetables or ham. Sophie
had the vegetables; the combination of
the rich oil, crispy bread and vegeta bles was a succulent mix. Georgina
paired the country style bread with
two thin slices of Iberico ham. For her
entree, Sophie had the Tortilla de
Patatas. In Barcelona, this was her
favorite dish for lunch or dinner. The
tortilla is an omelet filled with eggs
and potatoes, cooked in a casserole.
They served it on a plate with three
slices and a small salad to garnish the
dish. One bite into the omelet made

her feel as if she was sitting in a cafe
on the main street in Barcelona.
Georgina had a seafood pasta dish. It
was a delicious blend of shrimp and
steamed vegetables on top of linguini
in a light white wine sauce. All of the
ingredients were so fresh and flavorful.
The Food Dudes did not leave with
empty stomachs. If you are looking for
a traditional Spanish restaurant just
around the bend from Trinity, stop by
Costa del Sol at 901 Wethersfield
Avenue. It truly is a "Sunny taste of
Spain."
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Discussion about cyber bullying sparks talk about 'Trinity Confidential'
Continuedfrom page 1

administrations attention when a
crime was confessed on the site. An
email was then sent out to all students
that mentioned how these comments
that incorporate racism, homophobia,
and other inappropriate statements

COURTESY OF kennedylive.wordpress.com
A panel di.5cussed the negativity tied to confessional sires.

are a terrible reflection on Trinity
College as a whole. Since then, they
have spoken to a lawyer and have
investigated the terms and conditions
of both Facebook and Google to see if
there is anything that can be done to
have the posts removed.
However, it was discovered that
these posts do comply with the terms
of use of the sites. Based on these technicalities, the administration is faced
with the decision of whether or not to
take judicial action and closely monitoring the servers on campus "NSA
style." However, this idea is uncomfortable and the majority agreed that
it would not do much good. The general agreement among all was that the
only way to stop "Trinity Confidential"
is for the student body to "take away
its microphone." This could be
achieved by simply following the laws
of supply and demand; when the student body collectively stops responding
to the page then there will no longer be
any reason to keep it going and it will
disappear.
Ultimately, the fate of this issue is
in the hands of students. During the
discussion it was repeatedly mentioned that there is much hesitation
for students to stand up to these
anonymous posters and put their
names next to any posts. Individually
there is not much that can be done to
stop the posts from flowing so long as
the demand for them still exists.
Therefore, a collective movement must
be sparked to create a more civil and

Upcoming Career Development programs
l

...

Tuck Business Bridge Program:
Open Informational Interviews
Wednesday; November 20, 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
The Tuck Business Bridge Program is a one month intensive
summer academic Program, covering financial accounting, marketing, managerial economics, corporate finance, spreadsheet
modeling, management communication, strategy, and team valuation projects, for talented sophomores, juniors, and seniors.
*To sign up for a slot, go to November 20 in the Calendar tab in
Trinity eRecruiting.

COURTESY OF facebook.com
The discussion ended noting that ''Trinity Confidential" will cea5e being an issue once students gM: it less atrention.

united environment on campus that
would eliminate the need and want for
such a site. The snide remarks made
on "Trinity Confidential" generate a
hostile setting and drives out good sentiments. The panelists and attendees
agreed that these anonymous posts
speak volumes about the culture on
this campus and students should want
to take steps towards establishing a
community where there is no need to
worry about being the target of an
anonymous post.
These suggestions made by the
panel and by students are both realistic and reasonable. It is not rocket sci-

ence that once the students backlash
against this site and no longer pay any
attention to it then it will no longer
hold any power.
Regardless of who should be held
accountable for publishing these posts,
We should come together as a whole to
decide that we have no interest in
what these faceless commentators
have to say. The problem will then
evaporate on its own. In the mean
time, it was made clear that administration will continue to do everything
possible to protect the students from
any possible harm brought forth by
this site.

W'RITf
f<9'R
FEA TU'RES ! !

"Science for the Greater Good Lecture Series"
Thursday; November 21,

12:15

p.m., Washington Room

Dr. David Weinstein '90, Professor, Associate Program Director
for Research, and Director of the Glycogen Storage Disease
Program, University of Florida College of Medicine. *Special dinner opportunity available!

Application Deadlines
Sunday, November 24
Citigroup - Sales & Trading Summer Analyst
Friday, November 29
General Reinsurance Corp - Portfolio Analytics & Support Analyst
Intern
Saturday, November 30
Travelers Insurance - Product Pricing Development Program
Internship and Product Pricing Development Program (full-time)

Conmct.
J~ Sanderl' '14
(j~~~j@tyi,nc,olL~

ANV
Net:taUR/ W~eiw 'l 4
(natal£& w~eU1.@tr-i.t1coli.ed,.u;)
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Trendy Trinity: Wallets should be just as personal as what's inside
BENJAMIN CHAIT '16
STAFF WRITER

Simplicity is the ultimate form of
decadence when it comes to everyday
style. Less is absolutely more-at
least in the 21st century. These days,
people are very busy, and to waste
time or energy with lots of excess
material is most certainty outdated.
For instance, it is much more glamorous to travel freely with one large
carry-on bag, rather than having to
worry about keeping track of four,
five, or six bags. It is much cooler to
have a smaller wardrobe of greatly
loved worn-in pieces than it is to have
a closet full of trendy clothes that are
overpriced and only worn one or two
times.
There are many ways to approach
style, but the best way is with ease.
Fashion should always come secondary to personality and intelligence.
However, clothing and accessories can
be both an extension and an expression of one's self. This is best demonstrated with wallets. What goes in a
wallet is personal: driver's licenses,
insurance cards, business cards, credit cards, social security numbers,
small photos, and perhaps even a
small worn down love letter you like

COURTESY OF Smathersandbranson.com
A needlepoint wallet offers a chance to personalize.

COURTESY OF Benj amin Chait '16
Chair's own cardholder is definitely more personalized and unique with a painted, BMC monogram.

having on you at all times. The wallet
that holds your precious information
should be just as personal on the outside as the contents that it holds withm.
When it comes to wallets, the
smaller and simpler the better.
Minimize what you carry around with
you because no one needs a bulging
wallet full of old receipts and obligatorily-taken business cards that can
barley fit into a back pocket of a pair
of jeans. In my opinion, cardholders
are more stylish and more practically
than traditional bi-fold wallets.
Smathers and Branson has a great
selection. Their needlepoint wallets
come in a varied selection of styles
and patterns, symbols of sports teams,
and even favorite drinks.
If needlepoint isn't your thing, having a cardholder with your favorite
image is a great way to make your
wallet more personal. For example
Jamie Pielock's '15 love of fly-fishing
is reflected right on the front of his
wallet.

There is however almost no better
than place for a monogram than on a
wallet. It's a subtle detail that really
makes something feel like it's your
own. Personally, I have my wallet
monogrammed. My mother bought me
a green Goyard cardholder as a present last year. Goyard is a truly unique
French luxury leather goods brand.
Each of their pieces is hand painted
and can only be bought in a few stores
around the world.
Celebrities like Nicole Richie,
Diane Sawyer, Diane Kruger, Kirsten
Dunst, Orlando Bloom, and Ashley
Olsen favor this brand, as well as
Trinity student Nicole Soviero ' 14,
Caroline Melly '14, May Woollcott '16,
and Caroline Picerne '15. After having
m¥ cardholder for about four months I
realized that I wanted to get it monogrammed. I took it to Barney's in New
York and worked with the Goyard specialist for over an hour to pick the perfeet colors and size for the monogram.
Though it was a bit of a process, it was
totally worth it. My wallet is light,

functional, from a recognizable yet
underground brand, and totally and
uniquely my own.
Some people may not favor a bold
statement or monogram on a wallet,
but there is still room to play around.
Ashley Stewart ' 16 has a classic zipup clutch wallet, which looks great in
her purse or by itself. Instead of traditional leather, Stewart's wallet is
ostrich skin. The exotic textile
instantly references 1950's glamour
and class while being as versatile and
stylish as regular leather. Ostrich
skin can also work for men too.
Although it's best to keep it to natural
earth tones with Ostrich leather,
other leathers look great when dyed.
Many men carry classic calfskin
wallets in black or brown. But why not
swap out the standard-dare I say
boring-option for the same wallet in
a royal blue or hunter green? Even
those who like to be shy and subtle
when it comes fashion should take a
risk when it comes to wallets-after
all they remain hidden in bags and
pants for most of the day. When you
pull out your wallet, what do you want
it to say about you? I hope you don't
see yourself as dull and cluttered, but
rather as easy, light, and fantastic .

COURTESY OF oust.com
Ostrich leather references 1950's glamour and class.

Faculty workshop reflects on psychology of Sandy Hook shooting
Continuedfrom page 1

fact that different definitions of such a
vague term like "brain damage" can
greatly affect nation-wide statistics on
patients suffering from brain damage.
After presenting the anatomical map
of the brain and the ways in which
physical impacts can cause damage to
certain sections of the brain, Professor
Raskin continued her presentation by
focusing on the issue of "mild brain
damage," (mTBI). Mild brain damage
is a problem that is not easily
approachable or assessable. According
to statistics, mild brain damage not
only affects veterans and military personnel, but is also one of the leading
causes of disability and deaths among
juveniles. The problem of keeping a
record of people affected by mild brain
damage is the disparity in accessing
data: Professor Raskin explained how
social environment, racial weighing,
and crime record could greatly modify
statistics. Furthermore, such statistics
may be drawn out of context and be
abused. The second lecture thus ended
on the note that mTBI is a crucial category in addressing psychosocial
symptoms produced by, for instance,
young people, but is very hard to
frame due to its broad range of variations.
In the last lecture, Dr. Harold
Schwartz addressed the mass murder
at Sandy Hook Elementary School on
December 14, 2012, where a 20-year-

COURTESY OF abcnews.go.com
In the talk, Trinity professors discussed the question of whether incidences such as the Sandy Hook Elementary shooting are a due to illness or madness.

old young man shot 20 children and six
adult staff members after shooting his
own mother. He committed suicide at
the scene. In less than five minutes, it
became the second deadliest mass
murder shooting by a single person in
the history of the United States.
After providing the necessary
details on the incident, Dr. Schwartz
presented statistics on weapon control
in multiple countries. His first conclusion during his lecture is that more
severe gun control can greatly reduce
the potential of such incidents occurring again. However, his main focus is
on the 20-year-old murderer, Adam
Lanza, and the way he became a psychotic criminal without anybody notic-

ing it in his community.
Dr. Schwarz's analysis found that
the boy, was addicted to video games, a
loner, and a solipsistic "grievance collector." According to Dr. Schwarz,
Lanza could not relieve himself from
inner frustrations but did intend to
"leave a mark" in the world, as it is
normal among young and ambitious
men. His one-sided perspective on the
world left him to be a solipsist who is
devoid of any exterior reflections on
his behavior.
Dr. Schwartz's solution to avoid
such state of mind rests on three legs:
the concept of the theory of mind; mirror neurons; and Polyvagal Theory.
The theory of mind implies the men-

talization process of the individual,
when a mental agenda or focus is created. Mirror neurons explain how an
inter-subjective relationship between
two people (as in: a face-to-face setup)
can have an effect on both individuals.
Polyvagal Theory explains how physiological state affects psychological experience, for instance, in a social context.
Dr. Schwartz's assessment notes
that instead of treating young offenders as criminals with the punishment
of seclusion, it is more important and
beneficial to lift these "criminals" out
of their solipsistic environment and
integrate them back into a more thriving and input-rich socio-cultural environment.

ARTS
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Cinestudio pays tribute to T ransgender Day of Rememberance
POOJA SAVANSUKHA '15
ARTS EDITOR

The 15th EROS Film
Festival took place at Trinity
Colleges' Cinestudio, last
week. The event was sponsored by EROS (Encouraging
Respect Of all Sexualities),
Trinity's LGBT/straight student alliance, and showcased
a varied selection of LGBT
feature films and documentaries that would appeal to
all film lovers. These films
included "The Last Match,"
"Geography Club," "Reaching
for the Moon," "Test," "The
Kids are Alright," "Breaking
the Girls," and "Valentine
Road." In addition, the Queer
Resource Center also hosted a
Sunday brunch, and a candle
light vigil, in honor of
Trans gender
Day
of
Remembrance.
Transgender
Day
of
Remembrance
annually
occurs on November 20th. It is
a day to remember those who
have been killed because of
transphobia, the fear or
hatred of transgender and
gender non-conforming people, and it serves to raise
awareness concerning the
violence endured by the transgender
community.
The
Trans gender
Day
of
Remembrance was founded in

1998 by Gwendolyn Ann
Smith, a graphic designer,
columnist, and activist, to
commemorate the murder of
Rita Hester in Allston,
Massachusetts.
Since its
inception, The Transgender
Day of Remembrance evolved
from a web-based project
started by Smith into an
international day of commemoration.
Typically, a Transgender
Day of Remembrance memorial consists of a reading of the
names of those who lost their
lives during the previous year
and may additionally also
include candlelight vigils, art
shows, food drives, film
screenings, marches, among
others. This usually culminates m a Transgen der
Awareness Week, such as in
the case of EROS' Film
Festival.
The first film that was
screened, "The Last Match,"
depicts
the
relationshp
between
two
Cuban
Youngsters,
Reiner
and
Yosvani, and how the pressures of their famiies, girlfriends, and poveerty affected
their lives in the streets of
Havana, Cuba.
"Geography Club" directed
by Gary Entin explored the
life of a closeted highschool
teenager who is looking for

oya s y Lorde
) "Valley Winter Song" by Fountains of Wayne
) "(I Will Walk) 500 Miles" by The Proclaimers
) "Home" by Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic
Zeros
) "Born to Run" by Bruce Springsteen
) "One Day/Reckoning Song" by Asaf Avidan
) "Wagon Wheel" by Old Crow Medicine Show
) "Wake Me Up" by Avicii
) "Over the Hills and Far Away" by Led
Zeppelin
0) "Country Roads" by John Denver
1) "Road Trippin"' by The Red Hot Chili
Peppers
2) "Timber" by Ke$ha
3) "April Come She Will" by Simon & Garfunkel
4 "Summer Girls" b LFO

love. The teenagerer ends up
pursuing a relationship with
someone of his same gender,
and must deal with the conflicts concerning coming out,
as well as the pressures of
being a 'misfit.'
Reaching for Moon," a 2013
film is adapted from the novel,
'Rare
and
Commonplace
Flowers" and it traces the
story of
the love affair
between the poet Elizabeth
Bishop and the architect Lote
de Macedo Soares. This takes
place against the backdrop of
the military changes m
Brazil.
"Test," directed by Chris
Johnson depicts a young
dancer, Frankie enjoying life
and erotic free dom in San
Fran cisco. Frankie faces a
conflict when h e starts to consider wh eth er or not h e should
take an HIV test.
"The Kids Are All Right"
directed by Lisa Ch olodenko
is a comedy that captures the
dilemma faced by the son of a
same-sex couple who seeks
out the sperm donor who
made his birth possible.
"Breaking the Girls" is a
thriller that traces the turmulent reationship between two
attractive college students
who become moe than friends
when they make a deal to kill
off eachother's nemesis.

COURTESY OF standingonthesideoflove.org
Transgender Day of Rememberance is a memorial for those who have lost their lives.

The last film t o be
screened
was
"Valentine
Road," the delves into th e
issues concerning homoph obia, sexism, racism and class
struggle, through the story of
a 15 year old.
Each of the films con tributed towards
raising
important question pertaining
to issues commonly faced by
trangender communities .
A candle light vigil, and
the naming of the victims who
were murdered on account of
their sexualiy, gave Trin ity

students, the oppurtu nity to
s h ow their su pport and
respect towards the commu nity. A poem written by a mem her of EROS was also read to
t h ose that attended the event.
This was an especially moving
piece.
While an important aspect
of our liberal arts education is
to become more open-minded,
putting our education to practise is extremely important.
Supporting events such as
this gives us the oppurtunity
to do so.

''The Legend of Paula
and Paula''
Wednesday, November 20, 4:30 p.m.

''Austen land''
Thursday, November 21, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, November 22, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 23, 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 23, 7:30 p.m.

''Russian Ark''
Sunday, November 24, 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, November 24, 7:30 p.m.
See cinestudio.org for more showtimes.
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"Disintegration Loops II: Tales of the Uncanny,"a Preview
IMMANUEL ADEOLA '14
SENIOR EDITOR

"Disintegration Loops Part II:
Tales of the Uncanny" tells of two
men engaged in a scientific experi·
ment to reshape history. By reenact·
ing a past catastrophe, they hope to
create a future filled with hope and
love. Yet memory and perception
affect their attempts to recapture
time. The play is revolves around two
people's fight to recreate the perfect
moment, through science, so that, in
their eyes, the world can be placed
back in its natural order. Danielle
Conley '14 is the dramaturg for the
production. Dramaturgy looks at the
world of the play, making sure what
happens in the performance is relat·
able to a contemporary audience. The
Trinity Tripod sat down with Conley
to talk about her role in the produc·
tion.
Conley is new to the world of
Dramaturgy, which she describes as
"a foreign object to me, something I
had heard of, but never thought I'd
have a chance to practice. So when I
started working on the show, I messed
up a lot ." She is working with
Professor Mitch Polin, the director of
the play and the head of the Theater
and Dance department, who she has
worked with on numerous occasions,
including Disintegration Loops Part
I.
The cast of Disintegration Loops
Part II has only six people, yet they
all bring a great amount of passion
and enthusiasm to the show. All of
them have worked with Professor
Polin, and their close friendship will
undoutedbly contribute to the dynam·
ic of the production. According to

Conley says "Dramaturgy allows me
to be involved in the entire process
from start to finish; from the moment
that a director decides to put on a per
formance to the night it closes, as well
as the history and future of that spe·
cific show. It gives me the ability to
understand the entire world of the
play rather than focusing on a frac·
tion of it, which I love."
Dramaturgy allows one to appreci·
ate the entirety of the play, thinking
through all the different aspects that
goes into its planning and execution.
Conley says "I find that when I'm in
another role, I'm entirely engrossed
in that role, which has been great, but
to be honest, it has been kind of
unfulfilling, but being a dramaturg
allows me to fulfill my creative
strand, my academic strand, and my
emotional strand, because all are nee·
essary when trying to view the play
from all perspectives. It's made me
stand back and admire every role that
is needed in the creation of this alter
nate universe."
There are several people and
places that inspire Conley and her
work in the field. Her mom has been
such a strong, loving, and supportive
force. A lot of her previous work centered on family because of how important she is in her life. Cleo of AX, the
co·ed literary society that Conley is a
part of has inspired a lot of her recent
work. The sense of community and
respect influence the themes in the
work she's been writing. Conley is
applying to the masters and PhD pro·
grams in dramaturgy for the upcom·
ing year and looking at programs
abroad. The production will be show·
COURTESY OF hartford.com cased on November 21 at 7:30 p.m. till
Professor Polin is directing "Disintegration Loops Part II: Tales of the Uncanny" on Nov. 21-23 . 9:30 p.m.

Conley, they all "mentor each other, I
think, in terms of helping each other
understand this world that we've ere·
ated, and having Professor Polin as a
mentor to us all has been great."
Conley has worked as a development
intern, looking at grants and propos·
als, and has been a performer and

part of stage crew. Recently, she has
become more interested in writing
plays. All of these things are factors
of creating a performance and each
role comes in at different points on
that timeline. In describing her expe·
rience in theater and how it has
shaped her interest in dramaturgy,

ARTS!
CONTACT:

POOJA SAVANSUKHA
POOJA.SAVANSUKHA@TRINCOLLEDU
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"Geography Club" shown as part of the EROS Film Festival
ZACHARY HAINES '14
STAFF WRITER

I
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"Geography Club" played at
Cinestudio this week as part of the lineup for the annual EROS Film Festival.
The Entin brothers, Gary and Edmund,
adapted the 2003 novel by Bret
Hartinger, in which gay teens find
themselves struggling to find acceptance in their high school. The film
opens with Russell Middlebrook's
(Cameron Deane Stewart) attempt to
meet a clandestine hookup in a local
park; instead, he runs into Kevin
(Justin Deeley), his school's star football player. Terrified of having his
intentions uncovered, Russell flees. It is
clear that in this cookie-cutter suburban neighborhood, the gay community
must operate covertly or risk social
ostracism.
On a school fieldtrip, the two become
closer as Russell begins to help Kevin
with his science homework. However, it
soon becomes evident that the two harbor much more than feelings of friendship for one another. When they finally
kiss, they are horrified to discover that
their classmate Min Wly Maki) has
seen. They return to school petrified
that she will reveal their secret and
shatter their illusion of heterosexuality.
However, Min has a secret of her
own: she too is gay, and, with a handful
of classmates, has formed a secret support group under the guise of the
"Geography Club." She invites Russell
to join, offering a safe place to confide in
his peers without fear of judgment. At
the same time, Kevin convinces Russell
to join the football team, immersing
him a community that is anything but
accepting of the crowd they have
deemed "different."
As if Russell couldn't get more con-

fused, he is also pressured by his best
friend Gunnar (Andrew Caldwell) to go
on a date with one of the high school's
tween starlets, Trish (Meaghan
Martin).
Straddling
two
social
extremes, Russell attempts to maintain

the fac;ade of straight football player
while still secretly dating Kevin and
attending meetings of the Geography
Club.
Russell's breaking point comes when
he is compelled by his teammates to do

COURTESY OF newnownext.com
"Geography Club" is adapted from the 2003 novel by Bret hartinger focusing gay teens in school.

COURTESY OF blog.newtribune.com
The film deals with a group of students trying to find acceptance in their high school enviornment.

harm to one of his fellow Geography
Club members. He begins to feel that he
can no longer stay silent; unfortunately,
the rest of the Geography Club mem bers are not on board: none of them
trust that their revelation will be well
received by their peers, none of them
are ready to sacrifice their chances of
"fitting in."
On top of all this, Russell cannot
convince Kevin to take a stand with
him. Their relationship is put under
immense strain as Russell becomes fed
up with secrecy, yet Kevin believes it to
be vital to his existence. Russell is to
make the difficult choice that many
high schoolers in his position have been
faced with before: whether to bend to
social pressures or take the risk of making his true self known.
"Geography Club" is no feat of art
cinema: admittedly, it is incredibly
corny and formulaic. It comes across
exactly like your average teen movie,
which, in a way is its genius. This is
exactly the kind of movie that needs to
draw in a large teen audience. It is so
important for young people to internalize the film's message: that there will
always be a greater pay off in being
yourself than in conforming to supposed "norms." As someone with
teenage siblings, I feel as though I am
acutely aware of the importance of this
sentiment. Obviously, this is not specific to gay teens, but anyone who has ever
felt marginalize or outcast by their
peers, which is something that the film
does an excellent job of addressing. I
would love to see "Geography Club"
reach a wide audience of young people:
I believe that a drama that promotes
self-acceptance in such a communicative, accessible way is longer overdue,
especially for the young audience that
needs it most.
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Women's ice hockey starts off with a win against Conn. College
JTMEHR'16
STAFF WRITER

The
Trinity
College
Women's Ice Hockey Team
opened its season this past
weekend against NESCAC
rival, Connecticut College.
The Bantams played back to
back games against the
Camels on Friday and
Saturday night, both taking
place in New London at the
Dayton Arena.
The game on Friday night
was nothing short of a dog·
fight between Trinity and
Connecticut College. Despite
a slow start for the Bantams,
forward Cheeky Herr '16 tal·
lied the first goal of the game,
tipping the puck in off a pass
from Shannon Ferrell '16. The
goal by Herr gave Trinity a 1·
0 lead at the end of the first
period.
In the middle of the second
period, the Camels began to
fight back, scoring their first
goal off a slap shot from
defender Jane Pagano. After
the tying goal by Pagano, the
rest of the game was a hard·
nosed
defensive
battle
between the Bantams and the
Camels.
The play of the goalies and
defense from Trinity and
Connecticut College were
impressive all throughout.

-

COURTESY OF www.athletics.trinco~l.edu
Emma Tani '16 sped pass the Camel defenders to score the game-clinching goal for the Bantams in a come-from-behind win.

Goalie Kristen Maxwell '14
had a remarkable 37 saves for
the Bantams, while goalie
Kelsie Fralick stopped 44
shots for the Camels. Fralick
had multiple key saves at the
end of the third period; Abby
Ostrom '14 set up a lead pass
to Cheeky Herr, which gave
her a one·on·one breakaway
with the goalie, and Fralick
prevailed making a miracu ·
lous save. Just seconds later,
with 2:14 left in regulation,
Sarah Duncan '14 had a pow·

erful shot on net that was
again saved by Fralick. This
save by Fralick sent the game
to overtime, and with under a
minute remaining in OT, Jane
Pagano found an open lane on
the right side of the zone, took
the puck down the ice but her
shot was saved by Kristen
Maxwell. This concluded the
game and the final score was
a 1·1 tie. All in all, it was a
solid first game for the lady
Bantams.
Just a day later on

Saturday
afternoon,
the
Bantams and Camels went at
it again for game 2 of the
matchup. Trinity fell down 1·
0 late in the first period off a
power play goal from Leah
Kallen of Connecticut College.
However, the Bantams made
a strong comeback in the sec·
ond period of action. Captain
Emily Kleidon '14 tied the
game at 1·1 with a shorthand·
ed goal about four minutes
into the second period. With
1:11 to go before the second

Men's basketball wins tip-off title, defeats Mount
MACDALY'15
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Friday, the Trinity
Men's Basketball Team kicked
off their season in the Semi·
Finals of the College Of
Mount St. Vincent Tip·Off
Tournament at the Peter Jay
Sharp Center. Co-Captain
George Papadapeas '15 lead
the Bantams to a come·from·
behind 63·62 victory over St.
Joseph's College. Trinity fell
behind 33·32 at the half, but
was caught on their heels
early in the second half, find·
ing themselves with a nine
point deficit with 10:16 to
play. Jaquann Starks '16
made a number of clutch
three pointers combined with
baskets from Ed Ogundeko
'17 kept Trinity in the game
long enough for Papadapeas
to emphatically start a 7·2
run with a powerful dunk.
With time winding down,
Papadeapeas scored a free
throw to bring the Bantams
within two. As the ball headed
down the other end of the
court Papadeapeas made a
crucial block with less then a
minute to play and capped off
the night with a game wining
lay·up with eight seconds on
the clock. Jaquann Starks
lead the team with 15 points
while Papadeas had ten of the
teams 43 rebounds. The win
set the Bantams up for the
championship
game
on
Saturday against the hosts,
Mount Saint Vincent.
A four o'clock tip off led to
a 80·67 win and the first tro·
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The baskteball team added another trophy to their collection after winning the Mount St. Vincent Tipp-Off Tournament.

phy of the season. Sophomore
Guard Jaquann Starks lead
the team with 20 points and
eight assists while picking up
tournament MVP. Mount
Saint Vincent started off hot
with a 18·7 lead, however a
14·3 run by the Bantams
brought the teams even. The
Bantams continued their
impressive play as they
entered halftime up 35·28 and
would score the first four
points of the second half to
lead 39·28 as Sparks, forward
Shay Ajayi '16 and Ogundeko
scored 32 of the teams 45 sec·
ond half points. Ogundeko
picked up 14 points and seven

rebounds along with all-tournament team honors. Ajayi
contributed 12 points as
Papadeapeas lead the team
with nine rebounds and
helped secure the paint with
seven blocked shots. Junior
Guard Hart Gliedman '15 and
Junior Co-Captain Steve
Spirou '15 added points each
to round out five players
reaching double-digit point
totals.
The weekend's wins start·
ed the Bantams season off
successfully with a 2·0 record
and a trophy. The team is in
high spirits after the win,
Junior
Guard
Austin

intermission, forward Emma
Tani '16 scored on a pass
from Emily Riccio '15 to give
Trinity a 2·1 lead. From that
point on, Trinity did not look
back. With good decisionmaking
and
relentless
defense, the Bantams pre·
vailed and won the game 2· l.
Maxwell enjoyed another
terrific game in net, accumu ·
lating 27 saves in the game,
including 11 in the third period alone, as she earned her
first win of · the season.
Fralick finished the day with
22 saves as she earned her
first loss of the season.
The team's man·down
defense was spectacular in
their first two games as the
Camels only converted on two
of their eleven power plays.
However, the Bantams proved
to be penalty prone as they
committed
12
penalties,
which ended up costing them
26 penalty minutes.
The Bantams women's
hockey team performed well
this weekend, and they now
have a record of 1 ·0·1. Next
weekend, the team will play
two league games against the
Middlebury
Panthers
in
Vermont. The Bantams are
looking to keep the mom en·
tum going in the coming
weeks as they hope to make a
run at the NESCAC title.

St~

Vincent

Pedoriano '15 added, "Even
though we got off to a slow
start in both games we fin·
ished strong and we are look·
ing forward to keeping this
momentum into next weekend
and the end of the season.".
The Bantams look to continue
their hot start with the Pepsi
Tip·Off
tournament
November 22nd and 23rd at
Susquehanna followed by the
Sig Makofski Tournament,
the Ed Hockenbury Classic
and The Trinity Invitational
to round out 2013.
The Bantams are expect·
ing a large degree of support
from Starks in the frontcourt,
after running the point his
freshman season, and Ajayi.
who will be a much needed
presence in the low·post to
accompany Papadeas. This
young team will continue to
develop chemistry and get
better as the season progress·
es.

&ot Sports?
fhet1 write for Sports.
Cot1tact:
Peter.Pret1dergast6)trit1coll.edu
Frederick.ffarvey6)trit1coll.edu

~rinit!' ~ollege

SPORTS

Inside Sports:
Women's Hockey
and Men's
Basketball

Men's hockey starts off with a pair of wins over opening weekend
OLLIE ROTHMAN '16
CONTRIBUTING WRJTER

The
Trinity
College
Men's Hockey team started off
the season with a pair of wins
against the Camels from
Connecticut College and the
Jumbos from Tufts this past
weekend.
Trinity's 2012-13 season
ended in the NESCAC playoffs falling 4-2 to Williams in
the semi-finals, after coming
off of an incredible overtime
win against Wesleyan in the
quarter-finals. Although the
team fell short for the chance
to play for the NESCAC
championship, they finished
within the top four teams in
the league for the first time in
two years. The team looks to
build upon this progress from
last year with co-captains
Will Gray ' 14 and Mike Flynn
' 15 leading the way. With
s even freshman and 22
returners , the team is a veteran squad with playoff experience, which could be crucial
throughout the season.
The first game of the
2013-14 season was on Friday
night
at
the
Koeppel
Community Sports Center Ice
Rink as tons of rowdy Trinity
fans and parents waited in
anticipation for the inaugural
puck drop, marking the beginning of the NESCAC hockey
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Jackson Brewer' 15 has a goal and two ass ists through two ga mes this season.

season. Forty seconds into the
first
period
Connecticut
College scored on a rebound
giving them the lead. Despite
the rocky start, Trinity
answered as forward, Ben
Hjalmarsson ' 16, forced a
turnover and passed the puck
up the ice to junior forward,
Sam Kane '15, as he scored
the first tally of the season for
the Bantams, tying the game
up at one a piece.
From this point on, the
game was a back and forth
battle,
as
the
Camels
regained the lead halfway
through the second period.

Nine minutes later, Trinity
knotted the game up on a goal
by rookie, T.J Sherman '17, as
he received a precision pass
across the goalie's crease from
veteran forward, Jackson
Brewer '15, as Sherman onetimed it into the net. giving
the Bantams a
The game remained tied
into the third period, until
captain defenseman, Mike
Flynn, scored for the Bants on
a shot from the right wing
that deflected off of a
Connecticut College stick and
past the goaltender with 7
minutes left in the game put-

This Day in Sports:
November 19

2004: The Detroit Pistons and the Indiana Pacers shot their way into
imfamy nine years ago with what is considered one of the worst sports
brawls of all time. With less than a minute to go in the game a fight
broke out between several players on both teams. Things escalated
when a fan threw a cup of soda at Indiana's Ron Artest, who proceeded
to make his way into the stands to assault the unlucky fan. This sparked
several other fans and players to engage in the brawl. "The Malice in the
Palace" concluded with nine suspensions, $10 million in fines and
assault charges filed agains five of the nine players involved. This is the
only basketball game in NBA history that was concluded before regulation time ran out.

1969: Brazilian phenomenon soccer player Pele scored his 1,000 career
goal. Edson Arantes do Nascimento, better known as Pele, is widley considered the most famous player in the history of soccer. As a member of
the Brazilian national team, he won three World Cups in 1968, 1962 and
1970. Over his career (1954-1977), Pele ammased 1,281goalsin1,363
matches, making him on of the all-time greatest goalscorers in history.
After his 23 season career, playing for both the NewYork Cosmos and
Santos, Pele was inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1993.

ting the Bants up 3-2.
Just 27 seconds later,
Jackson Brewer '15 added to
his great night as he scored
an insurance goal for the
Bants making the score 4-2.
Then in the final two minutes,
as Connecticut College pulled
their goalie, rookie forward,.
Ryan Cole '17, put the puck in
the empty net to secure the
win for Trinity, sending the
fans home happy.
On Saturday, Trinity welcomed the Tufts Jumbos to
Hartford for the second game
of the season. Trinity's forwards came out attacking as
Jackson Brewer '15 put the
Bantams on the board just 18
seconds into the game with
his second goal of the season.
However, Tufts answered 9
minutes in to tie the game at
one. However, Just four minutes later forward , Elie Vered
'16 scored his first goal of the
season as he gave Trinity the
one goal lead heading into the
first intermission.
The Jumbos came out
strong in the second period
netting 2 unanswered goals as
they took the lead 3-2.
However, Tufts momentum
only lasted one minute, as
Michael Hawkrigg '16 knotted
up the game at three a piece,
with his first goal of the sea son setting up an exciting
third period.

The scoring subsided for
both sides as the defenses
took over the game, causing a
scoreless 23-minute stretch
into the third period. Then,
with · just four minutes
remaining in regulation, rookie Ryan Cole rec'e ived a pass
from l\1ic)J.ael Hawkrigg, putting the puck in the top right
corner of the net, scoring his
second ·goal in as many
games. For the ·remainde:r;· of
the
game,
goalie ·Ben ·
Coulthard '14 stood strong;
denying any chance cif a Tufts .
comeback. Trinity's win over
Tufts moved the team to 2:0
in the NESCAC. for the .season.
,
"Points are very hard to
come by in the NESCAC ,
regardless of who you are
playing. There are no easy
wins , and picking up four
points in the first weekend
was huge for the team,"
Captain Mike Flynn said.
The Bantams hope the
impressive play from they're
youngsters will continue to
develop and improve the
team's chemistry. After a hot
start to the season, the
Bantams find themselves
traveling to Amherst on
November 23 for a 7 PM
game, as they look to move to
3-0 in the very competitive
NESCAC Hockey League.

Trinity College Bantams
Schedule
Nov. 22
Nov. 23

Men's Basketball
at King's
at. Susquehanna

6 p.m.
6 p.m.

Nov. 21
Nov. 23

Women's Basketball
vs. Eastern Conn. St.
at. Western Conn St.

7 p.m.
2 p.m.

Nov. 22
Nov. 23

Women's Ice Hocke;x
at Middlebury
at Middlebury

7 p.m.
3 p.m

Nov. 23

Men's Ice Hocke;x
at. Amherst

7p.m.

Men's and Women's Cross Country
Nov. 23
NCAA Division III National
Championships at Southern
Maine

