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“Caveman”
comes to
Austin Arts

BART HARVEY ’16
STAFF WRITER

The Trinity College Bantam football

' team finished 8-0 following a thrilling 30-

POOJA SAVANSUKHA ’15
STAFF WRITER

At Trinity, the Theater and Dance |
department focuses not only on classi- |
cal performances, but it also expands ‘
its genres into the more experimental |
ones. As chairperson, Professor Mitch ;
Polin puts it, “The department at |
Trinity has long strived to maintain a ‘
relationship with what is taking place }
now in the field of performance.” Every |
production so far has been unique, in ‘
that it has catered to the interests of
audiences belonging to various schools
of thought. Trinity is the first iberal
arts college to be granted rights to per-
form the celebrated experimental play-
wright Richard Maxwell’s production,
“Caveman.”

Maxwell is known to be extremely
selective about who should direct his
plays, and he normally prefers direct-
ing himself. But Roy Faudree, guest
theater artist who began ‘No Theater,’
a non-profit and education organiza-
tion in Northampton, has been grant-
ed permission to direct “Caveman.”

see A on page 14

| 24 victory in overtime against the

Wesleyan Cardinals this past Saturday.
This is the program’s 10th undefeated
season and 6th New England Small
College Athletic Conference (NESCAC)
title in the past eleven years. The
Bantams had clinched a share of the title
with a 32-20 win over Amherst last week,
but were able to claim the outright title
thanks to some late game heroics on
Saturday. Since the league started to use
official standings 13 years ago, the
NESCAC champion has had to maintain
an undefeated record, which Trinity has
been able to do in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2008
and now, 2012.

The Bantams found themselves down
by a touchdown with 1:54 left in the
fourth quarter on their own 22-yard line.
But quarterback Ryan Burgess ’'13 was
able to put together a 78-yard drive on 12
plays helped by a 13-yard passing play to
wide receiver Drew Grombala 13 on 4th-
and-10. Burgess was able to scramble
into the endzone from 14 yards out on a
designed quarterback draw. The success-
ful extra point by kicker Tim Costello ’13
forced the game into overtime, giving
Wesleyan the first attempt to score from
the 25-yard line. The Cardinals were bar-
ing down on the endzone with two
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pite Obama’s adva
ting minority voters

straight rushes by sophomore running
back LaDarius Drew, but on Drew’s
ensuing rush he was stripped of the
ball by Trinity’s cornerback Akeem
Labitue ’14 on the 5-yard line.
Linebacker Stephen Goniprow ’14
came up with the ball, allowing Trinity
a chance to win on the first possession
of overtime. Running back Evan

Bunker ’14, who became Trinity’s all-
time leading rusher in Trinity College

Alumni
forum raises
new questions

JESSE HUNT ’13
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

At ten o’clock in the morning on the
Saturday of Homecoming weekend,
the Board of Trustees held an open
forum to discuss the newly released
revisions to Trinity’s social structure.
What follows is an abbreviated
retelling of a few highlights of this
forum.

Seated at the side of a table in the
front of the Washington Room, I had
an excellent vantage point from which
I was able to observe both the audi-
ence and the panel. To my left sat the
Charter Committee and the Board of
Trustees. To my right were all those
opposed to one or more aspects of the
Board’s decision. At the podium sepa-
rating Charter Committee members
from Trustees stood the united front of
Jimmy Jones, Trinity President, and
Paul Raether, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees, alumnus of Trinity College
and the product of a fraternity system
pre-dating coeducation at the college.

see A on page 7

Trinity Football wins NESCAC championship

football history earlier in the game,
broke through the hole on the right
side and sprinted to the endzone for
the game-winning score on the
Bantam’s first play of overtime.

The Bantams got off to a hot start,
scoring on their first play of scrimmage
after wide receiver A.J. Jones ’14
hauled in an 86-yard bomb down the

see BANTAMS on page 15

SES
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The Seniors of the Trinity Bantams Football team pose for a picture after their championship win.
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Tripod Editorial

Letter to the editor: Teach for America

My name is Abby, I'm 17
years old, and I am a senior in
high school. The first time I
met a Teach For America
teacher I was very impressed
on how dedicated she was to
her job. There are many that I
know who don't understand
why these teachers come from
different places to just teach a
bunch of people they don't
know. Through the years, I've
watched many of my fellow
students become more grate-
ful and thankful for what
their teachers have done for
them. I also noticed that these
teachers are here helping us
because they want to and not
because they have to. I have
grown close to many TFAs
over the past few years and I
started calling them family.
After witnessing how they
have become a big part of my
life and how they've helped
change my life, I, too, want to
become a Teach For America
teacher. In the future I want
to help students learn that
they can do anything if they
set their minds to it. I want
them to realize that school is
not the worst place in the
world, but it’s a place to help
them grow and become what

they desire. If it wasn’t for my
teachers, I would have never
realized how important teach-
ing others can be.

For the past four years I've
been part of an amazing run-
ning club. At first it started
out as just an after school
club, and now we are a hard
working family. This organiza-
tion was put together by a
group of TFA teachers and the
help of many others. It’s
amazing how a group of
strangers can come together
and form such a strong bond
and have such commitment. I
am very grateful to have this
group as my family and have
people who care about me so
much when I've only known
them for a few years or even a
few months. These teachers
make running club one of
their top priorities and it
amazes me how much effort
they put into it just to help us.
Not only do they just run with
us, but they are always there
for us when we need someone
to talk to. The students, teach-
ers, volunteers, and parents
have become my family and
my life; I would do anything
and everything for this group.
I love them with all my heart.

Teach For America is an
amazing organization that
spreads across the US to help
schools in need of assistance. |
am very glad that my school
was one of the lucky schools to
get amazing teachers. These
teachers stop at nothing to
make sure that their students
do their best to succeed in
school and in the future.
Currently I have many out-
standing TFAs helping me in
every way that they can to
make sure I graduate, go to a
good college and succeed in
life. There are no words to
describe how grateful I am to
have Teach For America
teachers in my life.

This letter was submitted
by a recent Trinity alum, class
of ’11, and curent Corps mem-
ber who teaches Abby in New
Orleans.

Thoughts on the Mass. ballot questions

Having been too young to
vote in the 2008 presidential
election, I was excited to be able
to go to the polling station last
Tuesday and fill in the bubble
marking my choice for the
President for the next four
years. However, as thrilling as
the physical act of voting was for
me, part of me wishes I had
voted using an absentee ballot in
my home state, Massachusetts.
This is (obviously) not because
Massachusetts is a swing state
and I thought my vote would
hold more weight, but rather
because I would have liked to
vote on the questions on the Bay
State’s ballot. Question one had
to do with auto repair data, and
although this is important it
does not hold as much interest
for me as questions two and
three, prescribed suicide and
medical marijuana, respectively.
Question three passed and ques-
tion two did not, which is the
way I would have voted on my
imaginary absentee ballot. But
just because the election is over
and the immediate futures of
these two issues have been
determined, I think it will be
very interesting to see how they
evolve and change in the coming
years.

The Associated Press called
Mass. voters’ approval of legaliz-
ing medical marijuana “over-
whelming,” making it the 18th
state to do so. The law calls for
the Department of Public Health
to establish up to 35 nonprofit
treatment centers in 2013, and
provides a list of conditions for

which patients can be provided
with marijuana. By capping the
number of dispensaries at 35 to
start, lawmakers hope they will
be able to prevent abuses diffi-
cult to control in states like
California or Colorado, where
hundreds of treatment centers
exist. However, though the law
does list specific conditions such
as cancer, Parkinson’s disease,
or AIDS as suitable for the pre-
scribing of marijuana, it also
includes “other conditions deter-
mined by a doctor.” While I think
the limit on dispensaries will
help safeguard against abuses,
leaving the types of conditions
for which one can obtain medical
marijuana open-ended may
prove to be a problem, as it does
not safeguard against abuse by
those practicing medicine. As 1
already mentioned how I would
have voted on this issue, I think
this can be very beneficial for
those in need of the relief mari-
juana can provide, and I hope
my home state will proceed cau-
tiously and intelligently in their
implementation of the law.
Question two, which would
have allowed doctors to pre-
scribe lethal doses of drugs to
terminally ill patients, was
defeated 51 percent to 49 per-
cent, making it the closest, and I
think most controversial, of the
three questions. I understand
the 49 percent who voted in
favor of the law; if someone is in
constant pain, will continue to
be until the end, and is content
with the life they have led, why
not give them the ability and

opportunity to decide for them-
selves when the pain becomes
too great? While I think termi-
nally ill patients should have the
chance to, using the colloquial
phrase, put themselves out of
their misery, I don’t think this
law had enough safeguards to be
sure that the prescription of sui-
cide would be the best decision
for all involved. Think of all the
women you see having children
in movies and on television that
have decided on a natural birth,
but when the pain begins they
grab their husbands or nurses
and demand an epidural. They
know that the process will be
over eventually and they know
what their plan was going in,
but when confronted with pain
their principles begin to waver.
Question two did not require a
psychiatric evaluation of the ter-
minally ill patient, making it dif-
ficult to prevent situations like
that of the frantic mom-to-be. It
also was not specific regarding
the notification of family mem-
bers, those who know and
understand the patient best, of
their relative’s decision. Only
two other states, Washington
and Oregon, have approved sim-
ilar laws, which I think shows
that more work and research
need to be done on the issue
before it will be ready for
renewed consideration, work
that I trust Massachusetts will
begin right away.

-ALR

Tripod Editorials represent the views of the executive board of The Trinity Tripod,
comprised of the Editor-in-Chief and the Managing Editor.
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Disfranchisement attempts in Florida prove unsuccessful

JEFF SYBERTZ ’13
STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, November 6,
the American people re-elected
President Barack Obama to a
second term. While Obama
only won 50.5 percent of the
popular vote, he defeated
Republican Nominee Mitt
Romney 332 to 206 in the
Electoral College vote thanks
to his success in the swing
states of Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Colorado, and Virginia.
However, everyone watching
the election coverage on their
24-hour news network of
choice had the same question,
what about Florida? While
political  strategists, the
American people, the other 49
states, and the two men run-
ning decided the election by
about 11:30 p.m. on Tuesday
night, it took until Thursday
afternoon for Florida to be
called, and only then because
Mitt Romney  conceded.
Although part of this delay
has to do with how close the
race was between the two can-
didates, much of it has to do
with the cheap political tactics
of Florida Governor Rick Scott
to make the voting process
more difficult, if not impossi-
ble, for people who would most
likely vote against his party.
These tactics were corrupt,
undemocratic, and incredibly
partisan but, unlike in the
2000 election, the American
people were ultimately able to
decide the election without
Florida.

Florida is no stranger to
electoral controversies. In the
2000 election, the votes for the
two candidates were so close
that a mandatory recount was
required which showed that
President Bush won by only a
few hundred votes, thus giving
him the state of Florida and
the necessary  Electoral
College votes to become the
43rd President of the US.
During this recount, it was
discovered that potentially
thousands of votes were not
counted in Palm Beach County
and that the controversial
Butterfly Ballot may have
tricked people into voting for
third party candidate, Pat
Buchanan, instead of Gore.

Although Florida seemed to
stay out of controversy during
the 2004 and 2008 elections, it
was still a valuable swing
state in which candidates
spent a prodigious amount of
money and time campaigning
for its 25+ Electoral College
votes. Moreover, once Florida
elected the Tea Party-support-
ed Republican Rick Scott as
Governor and Republican
Senator Marco Rubio in the
2010-midterm elections, both
the Democrats and the
Republicans knew how impor-
tant Florida would be for the
2012 Presidential Election.

A bit of extra campaigning
and fundraising, although
often annoying and over-
whelming (hint hint Linda
McMahon), is not a direct dero-
gation of democracy and is ulti-
mately tolerable. However,

Rick Scott and the Florida
Republican Party decided to
take the 2012 election and the
democratic process into their
own hands under the guise of
fighting “electoral fraud”.
These tactics, which included
enacting voter registration
restrictions, shortening the
period of early voting, and
robo-calling African American
and Latino households with
misinformation about elec-
toral procedures, dispropor-
tionately affected young,
minority, and poorer voters.
These demographics typically
vote Democrat.

In 2011, the Florida State
Senate introduced a bill that
strictly regulated voter regis-
tration drives. These regula-
tions made it incredibly diffi-
cult to organize state-recog-
nized registration drives. The
stated reason for this bill was
to avoid voter fraud and poten-
tially registering people to
vote who were not eligible,
such as ex-felons or illegal
immigrants. However, many
newspapers, such as The New
York Times and The San
Francisco Chronicle, have fea-
tured countless articles saying
how rare voter fraud is and
how it is often just a tactic of
politicians to disfranchise sup-
porters of their opponents.
These registration restric-
tions, although not unique to
Florida, disfranchise thou-
sands of people. In a swing
state where the vote differen-
tial is often miniscule, these
policies can make a difference.

For example, the U.S. Census
reported that African
American and Hispanic voters
in Florida were more than
twice as likely to register to
vote through registration
drives as white voters in the
2004 and 2008 election cycles.
It is no secret that both
African American and
Hispanic voters are more like-
ly to vote Democrat and that
enacting these laws had parti-
san undertones.

Along with these voter reg-
istration restriction laws,
Governor Scott also drastically
shortened the early-voting
period from 14 to eight days
and did not allow early voting
on the Sunday before the elec-
tion, a day when churches
often organize voting drives.
This action, more so than the
restrictions on registration,
has garnered a large amount
of criticism from all sides. On
the one hand, people who uti-
lize early voting tend to favor
the Democratic Party. Scott
and the Republicans realized
this correlation and made a
rational choice to change the
voting laws. However, this law
had the unintended conse-
quence of having four to five
hour-long lines to vote across
the state. Many politicians in
Florida praised these lines for
being an indication of high
voter turnout. Unfortunately,
many people of all political
affiliations cannot spare four
to five hours on a Tuesday to
vote. Although a longer early
voting period may not have

drastically decreased the wait
time to vote on Election Day,
one cannot help but see the
correlation.

Other tactics that the
Florida Republican Party uti-
lized include a 10 page long
ballot and robo-calling seniors,
African  Americans, and
Latinos saying that they could
vote by phone or that they
needed a specific form of ID to
vote. These tactics are corrupt
and show the people that the
government in charge of the
state of Florida is weak.
Luckily, despite Governor
Scott’s best efforts, the nation
was able to elect a President
without having to deal with
another Florida election deba-
cle. Moreover, people still
went out and voted, despite
the Republican Party.

Although Florida may
stand out, many other states
have begun passing voter reg-
istration restriction laws. This
growing trend is very disturb-
ing because it discourages
voter turnout. The US already
has the lowest voter turnout
rate among advanced industri-
alized countries. The voter
turnout rate in the US is cur-
rently on par with the beacon-
ing democracies of Honduras,
Colombia, Congo, and
Burundi. If the US wants to
continue to market itself as
the example of democracy and
the greatest country in the
world, it must stop these
cheap, disfranchising tactics
that only benefit those in
power.

Highway robbery at Trinity College? A look at what we pay

FORREST ROBINETTE ’16
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This is a tirade against the
ubiquitous nickel-and-diming
which plagues the life of the
average Trinity student. Our
petty cash is perpetually pil-
fered as we attempt to go
about our everyday lives. We
are repeatedly made victims
of shameless highway robbery
because the college has a
monopoly over the many serv-
ices that a college student
requires.

From eating to printing to
doing laundry, students’ pock-
ets are repeatedly picked.
This campus feels like one
gargantuan hotel mini-bar.
Just like with a mini-bar, the
power of convenience is
exploited to deceive students
into paying exorbitant prices
for inferior quality. It’s oppor-
tunism run amok and some-
thing must be done.

This seed of resentment
was first sewn in my experi-
ences at the dining halls. At
first, I only went to Mather
where the small charge seems
reasonable for an all-you-can-
eat buffet which includes soft
serve ice cream and a nice

variety of pizza. However, my
eyebrow was raised when I
became a regular patron at
the Cave. Just like Mather, 1
was initially content with its
pricing. A sandwich, fries and
large drink for one meal
swipe? This is too good to be
true! However, a closer look
revealed a less wonderful
reality.

The Cave is fine and
dandy if you're getting a
combo from Mondo subs or
the Grill, but the Outtakes
selection is both subpar and
pricey. A “Southwest Turkey
Salad” is $6.29. I put that
description in quotation
marks because there are only
two slender pieces of lacklus-
ter turkey thrown onto a
tasteless bed of lettuce. My
rage truly materialized when
I ate a pathetic California roll
which cost $8.99. I paid near-
ly ten dollars for six scrawny
rolls of mushy mediocrity! I
would not mind paying nine
dollars for delicious sushi, but
we're shelling out big bucks
for total crap. The relation-
ship between cost and quality
is absurdly skewed. We are
being taken advantage of and
something has to be done.

When a tiny cup of off-brand
Cocoa Puffs costs $5.75, some-
thing has to give.

This exploitation is far-
reaching because it extends to
other services such as laun-
dry and printing. It costs
$2.50 to wash and dry one
load of laundry. Doing laun-
dry regular-

high school I wouldn’t have
dreamed of paying for print-
ing. You printed when you
wanted, how much you want-
ed, in color if you wanted and
you never thought twice
about paying a nickel for any
of it. It costs 10 cents to print
a page of black and white

ly could add
up to a fifty
dollar bill
for a single
semester.
And that is
a generous
underesti-
madton .
Think of all

The relationship between
cost and quality is absurdly
skewed. We are being taken
advantage of and something
has to be done. When a tiny
cup of off-brand cocoa puffs

costs $5.75, something has to
give.

text. This
seems infinites-
imal, - bate it

adds up when

eachers
require you to
continually
print off twenty
page articles for
class. And don’t
even get me

the things

you could buy with fifty dol-
lars! And the icing on the cake
is the inferiority of the laun-
dry machines. I can’t say that
I'm happy paying $1.35 for
my clothes to go from soaked
to damp. I’'m not going to go
find some off campus
Laundromat with lower
prices; therefore, Trinity can
charge me whatever they
want to wash my clothes
because they have the power
to do so. The library is anoth-
er den of opportunism. At my

started on color
printing. You pay 75 cents for
a single page of color paper. I
have to print ten images for a
class presentation and boom!
I’'m out eight bucks. There’s
no mercy. Call me optimistic,
but I thought that with a
$57,5680 tuition, some essen-
tial services might have been
complimentary.

The bookstore is another
paragon of thievery. I gave my
right arm for my textbooks. I
later compared bookstore
prices to those on Amazon

and felt like a total fool. The
bookstore also has a monop-
oly over sought-after Trinity
apparel. Scarves, t-shirts,
sweatshirts, pajama pants,
sweatpants, toboggans, they
have it all, but at such a cost.
I bought a Trinity sweatshirt
the other day which I'm pret-
ty sure was more overpriced
than a Brooks Brothers but-
ton-down. They have us right
where they want us. Oh, don’t
have any stamps? No prob-
lem. You can buy some at the
post office... for a price. I just
feel like I'm at Disney World
sometimes paying ten dollars
for a soda.

I do not have inside knowl-
edge regarding the financial
workings of the college, but it
seems like this overpricing is
unnecessary and unfair. We
pay so much to be here in the
first place and then we pay
more and more just to go
about our college lives. Our
money shouldn’t be purloined
at every turn. And good qual-
ity should be the standard in
dining, laundry and all other
services. I have a dream that
one day I will print for free
and pay 99 cents for a gener-
ous helping of Cocoa Puffs.

| Opinions put forth in this section are those of the writers themselves and do not reflect the views of The Trinity Tripod nor of its staff.
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The Underground: A place where I can ‘zen out,’ relax & learn

IMMANUEL ADEOLA ’14
STAFF WRITER

College can be a tense and
arduous environment. Exams,
tests, quizzes, lab reports,
internships, and other activi-
ties can eventually find ways

to weigh
down even
the most

hard-work-
ing student.
I acknowl-
edge that it
is always
important to
maintain a
strong focus
on our aca-
demic pur-
suits, and remember that our
ultimate goal is to leave here
with a Trinity degree and a
firm understanding of how to
pilot ourselves in whatever
career paths we pursue.
However, it is also crucial to
realize that a college educa-
tion does not only take place
in the classroom. Every day

Everyday at the
Underground has provided me
with an opportunity to grow
and become a much more mul-
tifaceted individual. I learn
something new every day and
more surprisingly find myself
applying a lot of those lessons
in and out of the classroom.

presents itself with an oppor-
tunity to learn in the most
unlikely places. Every conver-
sation can open doors of
knowledge and intellectual
exchanges that can prove use-
ful in six months or six min-
utes. Most importantly, it is a
great service
to a person’s
day to find
time to tune
out from the
world of aca-
demic work,

stress, and
other wor-
ries.

A Trinity
graduate
from last

year once told me that the
worst thing you can do is slip
into a routine. Routines ham-
per any opportunities for
intellectual and spiritual

growth, and eventually turn
you into a zombie both men-
tally and physically. They also
stifle the mind from express-
ing its creativity. He remind-

COURTESY OF www.trincoll.edu.

The Underground at Trinity is an ideal place to complete work and hang out with friends.

Stop living the scripted

SAVAHNA RUEBEN ’15
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Your life is a movie. Don't
let anyone tell you that it's
not. I'm not saying that you're
the star of the real life
Truman show...because that's
completely absurd and totally
unrealistic (though sometimes
I wonder...). But your life is a
movie. It's a Lifetime feature
film premiering on the
Hallmark channel as we
speak. Let's tune in to some of
it:

gt S - N e TR T )
Stop....stop...stop!"

"What?!"

"S/he just walked
in...s/he's right behind you."

"Crap. Are you serious?
Why does this always happen
to me?"

Cut. Scene. That's a wrap!
The credits role and your
name fills the screen. Then
his/her name. And you think
back to the first scene of the
movie...the day that you two
were introduced to each other.
And then you start thinking
about the sequel of your
movie. When does it take
place? Two weeks from now
when she texts you, "I'm sorry,

can we talk?" After Christmas
break when everyone's just
getting back into the swing of
things? Or will
he show up at
your door (hav-
ing driven 400
miles in a bliz-
zard) just to
hang a mistle-
toe over your
head as he
stands outside
in the snow
ready to beg
for your for-
giveness?

Tis the sea-
son, right? So dream away.
Write that sequel in your
mind. Review your lines. Edit
them. Re-write them. Repeat
them over and over until
they're memorized.

But it's pointless. Because
your life movie is unscripted.
Your movie is a collection of

improvised dialogue and
actions...and you are clearly a
genius improviser. Look

around you, and the world you
have created. Your friends, the
clubs you're in, the activities
you've joined, the titles you've
earned...it has all been a
series of an unscripted mas-

So stop planning. Stop
trying to script the next
scene. Stop scrambling to
fill your movie with charac-
ters...life will throw enough
antagonists into the mix for
you. You are at a crucial
time in your life. If you
don't know what you want,
you're figuring it out.

ed me that I should always
have a “happy place” that I
can go to when the stress of
school becomes overwhelm-
ing. It could be a certain spot
on campus, your room, Or
even ten minutes with your
eyes closed. I always thought
the idea of a “happy place”
was a silly concept that peo-
ple who were too scared to
face their problems turned to.
It was not until my first day
at the Underground that I
finally understood what he
meant.

The Underground Coffee
Shop is located right below
the Mather Dining Hall, past
the Cave and the Post Office.
Its secluded location made it
an unlikely destination for me
unless I wanted to shorten a
cold or wet journey from my
dorm to Mather or the Cave.
My quick visits clouded me
from seeing the true wonder
of the place, and from meeting
the interesting people that
populate it daily. The first
time I sat down at the
Underground, I started to feel
the healing effects of the
place. The soft music in the
background, the great smell
of coffee, the comfortable
couches, the dimly lit lamps
and the relaxing mood of the
environment brought a level
of comfort and peace to my
mind.

Around me, I saw a group
of kids talking about the
social policy, but none of them
were yelling or screaming.
They all had differing points
of view but conveyed them
with respect and open-mind-
edness. Another group was
talking about what would
happen if you knew you were

life because

terpiece: your life.
So stop planning. Stop try-
ing to script the next scene.

Stop scram-
bling to fill
your movie
with  charac-

ters...life will
throw enough
antagonists
into the mix for
you. You are at
a crucial time
in your life. If
you don't know
what you want,
you're figuring
it out. If you
know what you want, then
you're figuring out how to get
there. Either way, you're going
somewhere. So go. No need to
write a draft to submit for
revision. You're the star,
you're the director and you're
ready to rumble. No matter
what life throws at you, you
are ready to adapt. Because
you are so damn good at
improvising, that your life
movie is on it's way to becom-
ing a box office hit. And about
the ending, well...this is
improv, so make it what you
choose.

There are three main prob-

going to die tomorrow.
Though I personally did not
consider that to be an ideal
topic to discuss given our age,
I still admired their honesty
and insight.

The most amazing aspect
of these conversations was
the high level

What makes the

support system for everyone
in it. They always open them-
selves to new people, new
ideas, and new experiences.
It’s how I had the opportunity
to become part of this amaz-

ing family.
I think the people that do
well in col-

of critical lege are
thinking and Underground truly special is those that
insight that ¢ a¢ i’s more than just a place €22 take
these stu- : advantage of
dents  dis- to relax. It’s a group of stu- sveryibing 5
played  in dents who have become more college has
eXpressing (hap friends. They all come t© offer.
their ideas. : I College is
Phey allstep: from different walks of life yet _  .c” than

resented  dif-
ferent
majors, from
Biology to
Economics, to
Psychology,
and even Mathematics, yet
they were able to convey such
abstract ideas so clearly and
effectively. It was not until
fifteen minutes later that I
remembered why I was even
at the Underground to begin
with.

Everyday at the
Underground has provided
me with an opportunity to
grow and become a much
more multifaceted individual.
I learn something new every
day and more surprisingly
find myself applying a lot of
those lessons in and out of the
classroom. What makes the
Underground truly special is
that it’s more than just a
place to relax. It’s a group of
students who have become
more than friends. They all
come from different walks of
life yet they have built a
strong close-knit community
that has become an important

knit community that has
become an important support
system for everyone in it.

they have built a strong close- just parties

and drink-
ing, neither
is it confined
to academic
pursuits. It’s
also about taking hold of the
opportunities to grow and
become a better and stronger
individual. The experiences
we gain must be teaching
guides that bring us to a bet-
ter understanding of our indi-
vidual values and our under-
standing of the world around
us.

We all have different ways
of relieving stress, and no one
method supersedes the oth-
ers. We should never forget
that our ability to succeed in
such a stressful environment
relies on our ability to take
our challenges one at a time,
and never let the stressful
demands of Trinity get the
better of us. It is our ability to
learn in different ways, and
find that one thing that ener-
gizes us daily that will deter-
mine how well we do here at
Trinity, and in the real world
ahead of us all.

nothing is ever certain

lems with scripting your life.
First, if someone forgets
their lines, or doesn't complete
an action correctly, there are
no re-takes. And when you
have a very demanding and
clear expectation of someone,
and he/she doesn't follow
through exactly the way you
expected, it's easy to get frus-
trated. And that frustration
can affect the next scenes to
come, and the characters in
them. It might even push
away someone who had the
potential to be a leading role.
Second, when you're life is
scripted, it's difficult to keep
everyone on the same page.
Like, he's skimming page 27
while I'm still analyzing his

monologue from page 11. That
issue speaks for itself.

Third, you can't hide
behind the safety of your
lines. Take solace in the fact
that you have no predeter-
mined scene that concludes
this chapter of your life. Feel
liberated by the fact that you
have the control to make any
decision you want, when you
want it. Feel confident in your
past decisions and have no
regrets, knowing that you
can't go back and edit the dia-
logue and re-shoot the scene,
but that you can build upon
the predetermined founda-
tions.

Stop writing,
improvise.

and go

COURTESY OF www.gastage.com.

Savahna Rueben '15 discusses how life should not be lived like it is a scripted play.
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New addition to Congress Gabbard is a force for positive change

LYDIA KAY ’13
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Last Tuesday’s election
results brought more to the
American citizens than just
the hope and inspiration of
“Four More Years.” The close
of voting day created many
firsts for the US government
that will go down in history.
Washington voters were suc-
cessful in legalizing both gay
marriage as well as medical
marijuana, while Maine and
Washington also saw changes
in their marriage policies.
These momentous steps for-
ward solidify the hope that
with the help of passionate
and inspired individuals, the
quintessential American val-
ues that hold our democracy
together will persevere. This
continued pushed towards
equality and social change is
something I could not be hap-
pier about, and will carry on
with President Obama at the
forefront of this movement.

Beyond just these
statewide judicial changes,
barriers were broken congres-

sionally. Tulsi Gabbard, a
Democrat from  Hawaii,
became the first Hindu-

American in the US Congress
and has come to epitomize
what it means to be a dedicat-
ed public servant focused on
representing the American
people in a positive manner.
She has transcended the
stereotype that is generally
associated with what it means
to be a politician in
Washington in more ways
than one. Her story is inspir-
ing and unique: Gabbard
became the youngest person
ever to be elected to the
Hawaii legislature at 21 years
old and when she was 23 she
voluntarily signed up to go to
Iraq. Now, less than ten years
later, Gabbard’s incredible
story serves as a testament to
what it truly means to repre-
sent one’s country.

While most 21 year olds
see their youth as a time to
search for a job, travel, or sim-
ply find themselves, Gabbard
was able to look beyond her-
self to selflessly sacrifice her
20s to improve the lives of her
fellow citizens. She has so far
served two voluntary deploy-
ments to the Middle East and
is currently a Company
Commander with the Hawaii
Army National Guard. She

has come to represent what it
means to be a hard-working
American who, at the end of
the day, has the American
people’s best interests at
heart. Upon being sworn into
office, she will be one of the
first female combat veterans
in the US Congress and
proudly repre-
sents the
Democrat
party. Despite
being the
daughter of
two conserva-

tive politi-
cians, Gabbard
has found a

way to solidify
her own views
and is a particularly passion-
ate advocate for same-sex
marriage. She credits her
change in perspective to the
time she served in the Middle
East, admitting that she was
not always socially liberal.
Now, however, she has the
support of several women’s
rights groups and has said
before, “Allowing government
to dictate these most personal
aspects of our lives is diamet-
rically opposed to what makes
America great.” Throughout

Why does everything have to be so quick?

TANYA KEWALRAMANI ’14
STAFF WRITER

Cheese fries, cheeseburgers,
pizza, hamburgers, onion rings,
hot dogs...doesn’t it all sound
delicious? Especially if you're
reading this hungry, there must
be at least one of the things that
youre craving. Millions of
Americans run on fast food, and
the only advantage of fast food,
is that it’s fast. People are not
realizing for a second the effect
on their bodies. “Fast Food
Nation,” and so many other
movies and books have been
published trying to make
America aware of what they are
eating, but that has not slowed
down the consumption of fast
food in the slightest. Something
needs to be done, and it needs to
be done right now.

Having recently become a
vegetarian has been a challenge,
but a very rewarding one at
that. I held my own at Buffalo
Wild Wings and munched on
fried pickles and cheese fries,
only to find a hair at the end of
my plate of fries. It certainly did
not help my appetite. It also did
not help that my friends around
me were chowing down boneless
wings with all sorts of sauces.
However, at the end I was proud
of myself. On a recent road trip
with a few friends, my dislike
for fast food restaurants grew. It
was a five hour drive, and we
needed energy. We needed to
keep ourselves awake, and
pumped up. It was dark outside,
and we had all had a long day.
Every single service area that
we stopped at was filled to the
brim with McDonald’s,
Nathan’s, Cinnabon, Roy Rogers
and so many others like them.
For the most part, they were all

packed with extremely long
lines. People all around me were
ordering burgers, fries, soda,
anything that was quick and
would fill them up. Being a veg-
etarian made it worse. For the
most part I ate fries, or some
pizza. It left me feeling even
more unsatisfied than I was
before. I had really hurt my
digestive system.

Children these days grow up
on fast food, whereas other
nations in the world save up
money so that they can go to
McDonalds and eat a burger.
Fast food has a strange hold on
the world, and the smell of the
food makes us forget just how
unhealthy it is. With America
being such an advanced nation,
why was it so difficult to open
healthier restaurants at service
areas? When I first came to the
US, I was surprised by how big
all the portions of food are. We
can add sides for less than a dol-
lar, and before we know it we are
stuffing our bodies with some of
the worst foods possible.
Coleslaw sounds healthier than
everything because it has salad
right? Absolutely wrong. The
mayo is the silent killer.

Schools here serve the chil-
dren every kind of processed
food. All they care about is cut-
ting costs. What about the
health costs that come later
because the youth have been liv-
ing on such terrible food? There
are so many slogans that fast
food companies have that show
that they care, when really all
they care about is making a
profit. Health is no longer the
primary concern, and the quali-
ty of the food is not a big enough
issue. People still chow down
the burgers even though they
know the problems associated
with eating such horrible
things.

I've been a victim to enjoying
fast food; at some point in our
lives we all have. However, it is
important to know when to put
an end to it. Sometimes we
crave fries and pizza. All of us
have had those days when we
want something that is so bad
for us; it feels so good to eat it
though. However, we need to
control the intake of fast food. It
will never truly be banished, but
if we control the urge enough to
eat it, we can really make a
change.

COURTESY OF www.sheknows.com.

Fast food restaurants have capitalized on consumers desire for instant gratification with food.

Those who are opposed
to this must be asked, if it
was her faith that got her

through her time in the
Middle East, why is it so
wrong that it be present as
she serves our country in
Washington?

her campaign she felt particu-
larly strong about repealing
the Defense of Marriage Act,
rightfully expressing the
opinion that “the government
has no business in our bed-
rooms.”

It is refreshing to see that
a passionate and levelheaded
female, who
understands
the importance
of choice and
equal rights for
women, can be
successful in
government
starting at such
a young age.
Gabbard’s suc-
cessful journey
to Washington is inspiring
and reinforces the importance
of democracy as an equal rep-
resentation of individuals
from all backgrounds. I look
at the election of Gabbard as
a beacon of hope for the direc-
tion American politics is
going—to move away from a
time when our decisions were
made by a room full of old,
rich, white, men and into a
much brighter and more
diverse future.

In addition to her unique
military past, Gabbard’s
recent election to Congress is
making national headlines
because she will be the first
practicing Hindu in the US
House of Representatives.
Mazie Hirono was also elected
to represent Hawaii in the
Congress, making her the

first ever Asian-American
woman and practicing
Buddhist to hold a Senate
seat. Despite the foundation
of religious freedom on which
our country prides itself,
there has been a traditionally
low lack of diversity when it
comes to denominations rep-
resented in the federal gov-
ernment. Though religion is
rarely a defining factor in the
election of candidates, Hindus
throughout America enthusi-
astically received Gabbard’s
victory, viewing it as a win for
Hindus in general. When she
takes her oath, she will take
it over the sacred Hindu text,
the Bhagavad Gita, rather
than the Bible, another first
for the US government.
Those who are opposed to this
must be asked, if it was her
faith that got her through her
time in the Middle East, why
is it so wrong that it be pres-
ent as she serves our country
in Washington?

Her success in politics and
unusual path to our nation’s
capitol speaks volumes about
the unlimited potential for
change and forward progres-
sion in our government. I am
confident that if we continue
to elect the right people into
office, our government offi-
cials will make positive con-
tributions that accurately
represent the ever-changing
and increasingly diverse
American population that
makes our country so extraor-
dinary.

Do you wear a
Patagonia, Bean Boots
and carry a North Face

backpack?

Do you wear a Barbour,
leather boots and carry
a Longchamp?

Want to differentiate
yourself?

Write for Opinions.

Contact:

Erica.BertoliQtrincoll.edu
Nicholas.Auerbach@trincoll.edu
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continued from page one

million compared to the
Republican Party’s $882 mil-
lion raised and $752 million
spent. The majority of the
Democrats’ candidate dona-
tions came from voters con-
tributing $200 or less, while
the Republicans received most
of their donations in offers of
$2,500.

Along with the presidency,
Democrats also managed to
maintain control of the Senate.
Republicans took one
Democratic seat from
Nebraska; however, Democrats
will be replacing Republicans
in Massachusetts and Indiana.
The status quo will also be
retained in the House, where
Republicans continue to hold
control. Prominent
Republicans such as Speaker

John Boehner (R-Ohio), Paul

Ryan (R-Wisconsin), Eric
Cantor (R-Virginia), and
Michele  Bachmann (R-

Minnesota) all retained their
seats.

was the first time voters direct-
ly decided to legalize same-sex
marriage. Colorado  and
Washington voters legalized
the recreational use of mari-
juana; however, because legal-

Two other ization direct-
social 1issues, Obama and the ly contradicts
same-sex mar- federal law,

: Democrats secured : ‘
riage and the the imple

legalization of
recreational

the presidency and
the senate; however,

mentation of
these laws is

marijuana, also their loss in the questionable.
appeared on Both states
ballots  this House could pose ruled  that
election. problems. personal pos-
Maryland, session of up
Maine, and to an ounce of

Washington all voted to allow
gay marriage — an important
milestone for the LGBT com-
munity. In the past, gays and
lesbians have won marriage
rights because of actions taken
by judges or legislators. This

marijuana would be legal for
citizens 21 and over. It would
be sold and taxed at stores
with state licenses, a program
similar to alcohol sales.
However, while Colorado also
would allow citizens to culti-

COURTESY OF csmonitor.com

Democratic President Barack Obama beat Republican Governor Mitt Romney to secure another four years in office.

Habitat for Humanity

ALIE SCHREIBER ’13
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Habitat for Humanity was
very excited for their 10th
Annual Habitrot this past
Saturday, Nov. 10. Habitrot is
an annual five-kilometer race
that was first started by Alice
Barnes '04. All of the funds
that are raised from this run
go directly towards the
Trinity College chapter of
Habitat for Humanity’s
efforts to co-sponsor a Habitat
house in Hartford.

Co-sponsoring a Habitat
house is nothing new for our
local chapter, as they are cur-
rently sponsoring their 4th

| N

The top female runner was Imbergamo 13 and the top male runner was Shaun Stuer ’13.

house in Hartford; this one in
the Asylum Hill neighbor-
hood.

Katie Masi ’13, the
President of the Trinity
College chapter of Habitat for
Humanity, said, “Habitrot is
our biggest fundraiser of the
year and possibly the most
fun! It brings students, facul-
ty, and staff from all walks of
Trinity's community together
to raise money for a common
goal.”

This event allows for stu-
dents from academic depart-
ments to sports teams to cul-
tural clubs to come together
to run for an incredible cause.
This year 56 students and fac-

COURTESY OF DULCE ANGEL ’14

ulty ran in the race and
Habitat for Humanity raised
$571 for their cause. Over the
course of the past 10 years,
Habitat for Humanity has
raised over $10,000.

Knowing that this is such
a great event, Professors
Timothy Curran and Olivier
Nicasse in the Chemistry
department even offer stu-
dents an academic incentive
to participate.

“Students in my course can
drop their lowest quiz grade if
they participate,” Professor
Curran said, “They can
either run or walk the course.
I stay at the finish line cheer-
ing everyone in until the last
person has crossed the finish
line. I like running and
Habitat for Humanity, so I
want to encourage my stu-
dents to participate in both
activities.”

Students also enjoy partic-
ipating in the annual
Habitrot "Being part of such
an important event and see-
ing how many people show up
to support a good cause makes
me keep on running the race
year after year. It is an amaz-
ing experience and I hope
everyone gets a chance to par-

ticipate!" said Berkeley
Singer ’14.
Shaun Stuer ’13 with a

time of 19:18 won this year’s
race. And with a time of 24:07,
Amy Imbergamo 13 was the

COURTESY OF whitehouse.gov

Matthew Longcore, the new Director of Alumni Relations at Trinity College.

vate up to six marijuana
plants, Washington still bans
personal growth of the plants.

Another vote whose imple-
mentation is uncertain is the
Montana and Alabama deci-
sion to take anti-Obamacare
measures. Montana voted, in a
2-to-1 margin, to prohibit the
federal and state government
from requiring the purch<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>