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and Marvin frame areas like Riverside as the “bypass” areas of the city.270  That is, places like 

Riverside constitute the “users and places who are effectively bypassed by the new parallel 

networks.”271  Here, the authors are referring to networks as meaning any type of infrastructure 

whether these infrastructure types be telecommunications, transportation, housing, 

neighborhoods, etc.272  However, the point in mentioning this is that Riverside did become one of 

these bypass areas and was effectively not even considered part of the city.  As Hopkins grew as 

a priority for Cleveland, Riverside diminished as a priority.  Now, there are no horror stories of 

the city purposely making life hard for Riverside residents in order to push them out of the 

neighborhood.  However, the story of the neighborhood does suggest that the needs and priorities 

of the neighborhood were bypassed in favor of those of the airport.  This is an issue in and of 

itself.  However, in the case of Riverside, this ended in an extreme outcome.  Not only was the 

neighborhood bypassed and deprioritized, it underwent a process of destruction.  For example, 

Graham and Marvin note that one of the more extreme outcomes of splintering urbanism is the 

creation of “ghost wards.”273  The term ghost ward is ironic given that Cleveland’s political 

system is organized into wards of which Riverside occupied a significant portion of an actual 

ward.  This former neighborhood section can aptly be considered a ghost ward given its current 

state.  And, this outcome for Riverside is especially concerning given that it was widely 

considered to be a viable neighborhood prior to its unmaking.  It speaks to the power of airport 

development to fragment the city in such a striking manner.  Infrastructure planning decisions 

                                                           
270 Stephen Graham and Simon Marvin, Splintering Urbanism, 167. 
271 Stephen Graham and Simon Marvin, Splintering Urbanism, 168. 
272 Ibid., 168. 
273 Ibid., 288. 
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may sometimes seem disconnected from their broader urban environment.  However, they have 

the ability, as in the case of Hopkins and Riverside, to cause unintended harm and consequences. 

Conclusion 

 Cleveland Hopkins International Airport and the Riverside neighborhood are two areas of 

the city that, although adjacent to each other, lived in a state of relative balance for decades.  

However, as the airport, driven by the desire to be nationally and internationally dominant, 

expanded in influence, tensions between the two mounted.  Over time, Hopkins’ expansion and 

growth began to impede on Riverside.  For Riverside, the presence of Hopkins went from being a 

mere nuisance to a more severe menace.  The neighborhood’s sense of place diminished, and the 

neighborhood deteriorated over time.  Residential life ceased to exist and the social institutions 

within the neighborhood took a major hit.  Riverside had become a ghost ward. And in the 

meantime, the land upon which the neighborhood once stood is only minimally used.  And the 

airport, due to diminishing air traffic, never did reach its goal of creating being an international 

business hub.   Such is typically the effect of speculative airport infrastructure development.  

Given that it prioritizes certain areas over others, the result is a fragmented metropolis.  Some 

nodes in the city receive priority (i.e. the airport) while others undergo the unmaking that 

Riverside experienced.  It serves as a cautionary tale for the effects of infrastructural 

development and airport planning.  It highlights why a smart decline framework for planning 

may be a better alternative for certain cities. 
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Images 

IMAGE A: Map Image of Hopkins Runway 6L-24R. Note the Riverside neighborhood to 

the north of I-480.  Image from Google Maps 
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IMAGE B: Photograph of Forestwood Avenue where all houses have been demolished.  

Note the remaining road infrastructure. Photograph by author. 
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IMAGE C: Hopkins’ rental car center.  The center occupies a portion of the former 

Riverside neighborhood. Photograph by author. 

 

IMAGE D: Sign for the Cleveland Business Park. Photograph by author. 
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