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INSIDE: U.S. Secret Militia 

Newsletter #210 A Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority November, 1988 

"Purple Rage," "Yellow Gloves," "Seeing Red" in D.C. 

AIDS Activists Take to the Streets 
NANCY WECHSLER 

On the anniversary of last Oc­
tober's 650,000 person strong March 
on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights, thousands of lesbians, gay men 
and AIDS activists returned to DC, 
October 7-11 th for five days of actions 
focussed on AIDS. The National 
Names Project brought the AIDS 
Memorial Quilt to the Elipse by the 
White House, now with over 8,400 
panels, each commemorating the · life 
of a person who died from AIDS. To 
see the entire quilt one would have to 
wind through five miles of walkways. 
In addition to the_Names Project Quilt, 
there were lobbying, demonstrations, 
concerts, movies, art and photography 
shows, a National Parents Con/ erence 
on AIDS, and a National ucoming 
Out" day for gays and lesbians. 

ACT NOW (Aids Coalition to Net­
work Organize and Win), a national 
network of grassroots AIDS activist 
groups, planned four days of actions to 
coincide with the quilt's return to DC. 
An AIDS activist Teach-In was held on 
Saturday, an A CT NOW national con­
ference on Sunday, a demonstration at 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) on Monday afternoon, 
and a massive Civil Disobedience at the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
in Rockville, MD on Tuesday morning. 

Rally at the Dept. of Health and Human Services. Photo: Nancy Wechs-ler. 

The five days of actions captured the The fallowing articles attempt to 
media's attention, and for a moment it capture the flavor of the DC actions as 
seemed as if AIDS might make its way well as discuss the direction and con­
into the public debate and become an tradictions within the growing AIDS 
issue in the presidential election. activist movement. 

continued on page two 



AIDS Actions Diary 
Saturday, October 8th: We've all 
managed to meet up for the Names 
Project Candlelight Vigil. Thousands 
and thousands of people marching 
quietly through the streets to the Lin­
coln Memorial. Just as I start thinking 
to myself that this march is missing 
something, my affinity group starts 
singing new verses of "We Shall Over­
come." Others join in. We get to the 
Lincoln Memorial and look behind us 
- some people are waving their arms 
with their candles, creating a wave-like 
image, while others have set the 
candles to float in the reflecting pool. 
The speeches begin. I'm impressed by 
how inclusive the Names Project has 
been. A mother whose son has died of 
AIDS, a woman from Uganda, the 
Florida mother whose daughter is be­
ing told she must sit in a glass cage if 
she wants to attend school. The mother 
of a hemophiliac. And then I get 
angry. The words gay and lesbian are 
not mentioned. People talk about pre­
judice, but not homophobia. Nobody 
directly talks about the experiences of 
IV Drug Users. The tremendous toll 
the epidemic has taken on the gay male 
community is not acknowledged, nor is 
their mobilization in the face of such 
devastation praised. Lesbians are in­
visible, and no self-identified Person 
with AIDS (PW A) speaks. 

Sunday: I get up and go to the Quilt. I 
find Leni Malone's panel and start tak­
ing pictures. Leni was a friend of 
friends, and I take the pictures to go 
with an interview I have done with 
them about their experiences taking 
care of him after he was diagnosed 
with AIDS. I find Bob Andrews' 
panel, and take more pictures. Bob and 
I were on the Gay Community News 
board of directors together. Then I just 
wander around, looking, watching, 
snapping pictures, talking to the ACT 
NOW (AIDS Coalition to Network 
Organize and Win) people who are 
leafletting at the Quilt about the up­
coming demonstrations. I go over to 
check out the ACT NOW conference. I 
was disturbed by the number of sec­
tarians at Saturday's Teach-in, but 
decide to go see what is happening to­
day. 

Everyone is gathered in the 
auditorium for report-backs from the 
morning sessions. It is clear the sec-
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tarians are still here. The people of col­
or task force talks about building an 
anti-racist AIDS movement and urges 
ACT NOW to form a national 
organization. I think to myself that 
even if every person in the room at that 
moment wants to build an anti-racist 
AIDS movement, that will not in and 
of itself make it happen. While there is 
no doubt it is imperative we build such 
a movement, we need to have serious 
discussions about the obstacles, and 
how to overcome them. And as far as 
becoming a national organization, 
ACT NOW is too young and too weak. 
It should remain a loose network. 

The PISD (People with Immune 
System Disorders) caucus reports back. 
They are men and women, primarily 
lesbians and gay men, with AIDS, 
ARC (AIDS Related Complex), 
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS) and 
some are HIV positive. I am fascinated 
by the fact that people with CFS have 
been incorporated into this movement. 
The man giving the report back 
challenges the AIDS activist mentality 
that demands everything must be done 
right now, immediately, because ''peo­
ple are dying.'' He says it is important 
to create a movement in which people 
can live and not burn out. 

The women's caucus is next and they 
report that their discussion was pro­
ductive, even though the group includ­
ed representatives of all the different 
sects, representing many divergent opi­
nions. They talk about the dynamics of 
working with men, how the trajectory 
of the epidemic is different for dif­
ferent cities and how this influences the 
movement's demands. They urge us 
not to submerge conflict. 

Monday: At the demonstration in 
front of the Department of Health and 
Human Services, we put the Reagan 
Administration on trial. The verdict is 
definitely "guilty." This demonstra­
tion is our chance to articulate a 
broader politics of the AIDS activist 
movement, but the media fails to pick 
up on this and covers the demonstra­
tion as a pre-FDA rally. The rally was 
good, the coverage and attendance was 
disappointing. 

After a quick bite to eat we go off to 
the "pre-action" meeting at All Soul's 
Church, to make final plans for the 
Civil Disobedience (CD) at the Food 
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and Drug Administration. Used to 
leaving things to the last minute, our 
Mass Act Out affinity group makes its 
preliminary decisions at this meeting, 
and agrees to scope out the situation 
when we get to the FDA and make 
more detailed plans then. The group 
doubles in size when folks from Boston 
Act Up, Boston PWA Coalition, and 
several Rhode Island AIDS activists 
put aside differences in order to be part 
of a bigger group. There are about 20 
of us now, equally divided between 
men and women. We agree to all wear 
bright yellow gloves (to mock the 
police), which Mike Friedman has said 
he will pick up tonight. We've named 
our affinity group ''Nobody's Nasty 
Little Secret,'' but we become known 
as "Yellow Gloves." Our plan is to 
meet in Rockville, Maryland at the un­
godly hour of 6:45am. No one gets 
much sleep. 

continued on page five 
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State Defense Forces: U.S. Secret 
Militia 
PEGGY MOORE and 
MIKE MEYER 

Een the most experienced military 
counselors and attorneys would have a 
hard time answering the question: 
What are State Defense forces? Some 
would think the questioner was confus­
ing the National Guard of a given state 
with some other organization. In fact, 
the two are distinct, and it becomes in­
creasingly important for activists to 
understand the difference. 

State Defense Forces (SDFs) are 
volunteer state militias whose function 
includes the suppression of internal dis­
sent. In sense they are a more ominous 
version of the kind of military force 
that was used by then-governor Ronald 
Reagan against the 30,000 People's 
Park protesters in Berkeley, California 
in the late 1960s. Reagan brought in 
the National Guard to block off the 
streets with barbed wire and threaten 
protesters with police sharpshooters. 
Since Reagan arrived in Washington he 
has taken this tactic a step further, by 
reviving state militias, not used since 
World War II. 

State Defense Forces are actually 
replacing mobilized National Guard 
units, which have become increasingly 
federalized. At the end of the Vietnam 
War, Congress implemented the Total 
Force Policy. This essentially in­
tegrated the National Guard into na­
tional defense strategy, and the federal 
government (through the Department 
of the Army) has now become the main 
source of National Guard training, 
equipment, support, and most impor­
tantly, control. In 1933 the states were 
paying a third of the costs of the Na-

~ tional Guard. Today, they pay less 
than 5 %. The Army relies on the Na­
tional Guard for a third of its combat 
divisions; more than half its infantry 
battalions, armored cavalry regiments 
and field artillery battalions; and a 
third to nearly half of its armored and 
mechanized infantry battalions and 
aviation units. So, with the Guard and 
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Reserve units off serving ·with the Ar­
my, and ready at any time to be dispat­
ched to Central America or elsewhere, 
who is left at home to deal with the 
civilians who might have something to 
say? 

In an obscure section of a 1956 
Federal Law (32 U.S.C., Section 109) 
Congress authorized, but didn't re­
quire, each state to establish and main­
tain a State Defense Force to replace 
the federalized National Guard. The 

Texas each passed legislation 
establishing SDFs. According to a 
Christie Institute suit, recruits for the 
SDFs were drawn from weekend Sur­
vivalist Training Centers or ultra-right 
''war game'' schools. The Christie In­
stitute alleges, in an affidavit put 
together by general counsel Daniel 
Sheehan, that at least one SDF has 
been used as a conduit for an arms-to­
contras diversion scheme, similar to 
the Iran/Contra connection. 

-- -------- . 

A total of 21 states now have SDFs, and almost every 
other state is studying its options. Most states did 
without volunteer militias until the Reagan administra­
tion came to power and the National Guard needed a 
back-up. Despite this, no one seems to know much 
about the existence of these forces except the ultra right 
wing ''survivalists'' who are signing up to join them. 

State Defense Forces would be at 
state expense, as the law prohibits any 
individual in a given SDF to receive 
pay, allowances, subsistence, transpor­
tation or medical care from federal 
funds. An SDF established under this 
law "may be used within the jurisdic­
tion concerned, as its chief executive 
(governor) considers necessary, but 
may not be called, or drafted into the 
Armed Forces of the United States." 

A total of twenty-one states now 
have SDFs, and almost every other 
state is studying its options. Most 
states did without volunteer militias 
until the Reagan administration came 
to power, and the National Guard 
needed a back-up. Those states with 
SDF's include Alabama, Alaska, 
California, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Montana, New Mexico, New York, 
Mississippi, Ohio, Oregon, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, and Washington. 
Puerto Rico also has its own SDF. 
Despite this, no one seems to know 
much about the existence of these 
forces except the ultra right wing "sur­
vivalists" who are signing up to join 
them. 

In the spring of 1984 the state 
legislatures of Louisiana, Alabama and 

Resist Newsletter 

Recruitment, Training and Control in 
the Hands of the Ultra-Right. 

Members of current SDFs buy their 
own uniforms, bring their own 
"weapons" and are not paid. 
Sometimes the weapons are real, 
sometimes toys. In Virginia a bat­
talion of the Virginia SDF practiced 
for combat by standing guard around 
a sewage treatment plant with 
wooden rifles. The make-up of these 
patriot militias has, in recent years, 
come largely from the reactionary 
right. An article in the May, 1987 
issue of Soldier of Fortune is reveal­
ing. 

The gung-ho article described a Tex­
an named Robert Holloway, a 
"Special Forces" veteran who served 
two tours in Vietnam and later served 
in the Rhodesian Light Infantry,'' who 
was discharged from the Texas SDF 
for his insistence on providing 
unauthorized combat training to SDF 
personnel under his command. He 
defended his activities, saying "Given 
the proximity of an insecure national 
border over which thousands of illegal 
aliens cross every day .. .if local militia 
were needed to fight internal threats, it 
would be too late for ad-hoc training." 

Refusing to accept his discharge, 

continued on page four 
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State Defense Forces (cont.) 

continued from pal{e three 
Holloway has formed a ''Texas State 
Reserve Militia,'' which is competing 
for recognition with the regular Texas 
SDF. Holloway is receiving powerful 
assistance from reactionary forces in 
Texas, and there is widespread support 
for integrating his group into the SDF. 
Should that effort succeed, the Texas 
SDF will be firmly under the control of 
the Texas Right. 

Since virtually no funding exists to 
recruit personnel into the SDFs, the 
reactionary right has a monopoly on 
recruitment. Their task is made easier 
by the fact that no real standards exist 
as to who is qualified to join. In 
California, for example, the SDF (call­
ed the "State Military Reserve" in that 
state) has only two enlistment 
qualifications: 

1) An applicant must be under age 
65 

2) An applicant must submit a 
fingerprint card with his or her 
application to become a member. 

No physical examination is required, 
although applicants are cautioned that 
a physical examination may be re­
quired at some future date. 

Members of the California unit are 
required to attend one 8-hour drill each 
month, and a 3-day training session 
each year. In addition, each member is 
expected to perform an additional 100 
volunteer hours each year in some 
unspecified manner. Enlisted person­
nel are furnished with one basic 
uniform free of charge. Members may 
resign at any time. Veterans are often 
given the highest rank they achieved in 
active or military reserve status, and 
promotions come easily. 

The FEMA Connection. 
All this would be frightening 

enough, but it becomes even more 
disturbing when the relationship bet­
ween SDF's and the Federal Emergen­
cy Management Agency (FEMA) .is 
revealed. FEMA is a government agen­
cy created by Jimmy Carter in 1979, 
ostensibly to deal with disaster relief. 
President Reagan decided early in his 
administration that it would become a 
force for clamping down on critics of 
his Central America policies. 

FEMA stands ready to assume con­
trol over the U.S. government and all 
citizens in the event of a national 
emergency. It has the power to: 

** Arrange succession to offices, and 
the emergency organization of govern­
ment departments and agencies; 
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**Formulate programs for reloca­
tion of large segments of the popula­
tion, maintaining shelters and ''safe 
houses''; 

**Determine which individuals both 
in and out of government will have ac­
cess to such shelter-thus making 
FEMA the repository of life and death 
power over the American populace; 

**Oversee plans for the stabilization 
of the economy and for guidelines for 
stockpiling strategic materials; 

**Operate major facilities for train­
ing personnel from both the public and 
private sectors in various undefined 
"emergency procedures"; and 

**Coordinate federal activities con­
cerning international civil emergency 
planning. 

at ten military detention centers across 
the country. These undocumented 
Latinos would be held without writ of 
habeas corpus until the president 
declared an end to the state of 
emergency. 

FEMA's second mission in REX 84 
was to take command of the military, 
and arm the SDFs across the country, 
sending them into the streets to enforce 
domestic laws. The Christie Institute 
affidavit reports that hundreds of tons 
of small arms and ammunition would 
make their way to the SDFs from U.S. 
military bases by way of the Depart­
ment of Defense and the state National 
Guard units. 

As part of REX 84, according to the 
affidafit, a large quantity of arms and 

It is nowhere specifically stated under what conditions 
these powers can be brought into play. A national 
emergency may be defined as a nuclear attack, the 
AIDS epidemic, or an insurgency by revolutionary 
forces (the Black movement, the Lesbian and Gay 
movement, the Peace movement, etc.) It all depends on 
who is doing the defining. 

It is nowhere specifically stated 
under what conditions these powers 
can be brought into play. A national 
emergency may be defined as a nuclear 
attack, the AIDS epidemic, or an in­
surgency by revolutionary forces (the 
Black movement, the Lesbian and Gay 
movement, the Peace movement, etc.) 
It all depends on who is doing the 
defining. 

REX 84-Blueprint for Repression 
In the spring of 1984, President 

Reagan issued National Security Direc., 
tive 52 authorizing FEMA to take con­
trol over the military, the . National 
Guard and State Defense Forces in a 
secret, nationwide readiness exercise 
code-named "REX 84". REX 84 was a 
dry run for FEMA's next step into its 
new role as the government within the 
government. Under the authority of 
FEMA, the SDFs would be responsible 
for detaining critics of the Administra­
tion should the U.S. launch a direct 
military operation into Central 
America. 

The purposes of REX 84 were two­
fold: FEMA would test its ability to 
round up 400,000 undocumented Cen­
tral American ''aliens'' and place them 
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ammunition was to be distributed to 
the Lousiana State Defense Force 
through the Louisiana National 
Guard, but following the exercise, the 
Lousiana SDF only returned roughly 
half of the arms and ammunition. The 
other half was smuggled out of the 
country to the contras in Honduras. 
This was achieved by "revaluing" the 
weapons, while in the field, from the 
manufacturer's value to a replacement 
value, and then returning only enough 
weapons to meet the replacement 
value. This enabled the government to 
show collection of the same dollar 
value as was originally distributed. 

If this sounds similar to the 
Iran/Contra scam, it sounds right. The 
arms and ammunition not returned to 
the government would be moved to a 
certain Louisiana state senator's 
warehouse, from which it would be 
shipped to the contras. This was May, 
1984, a time when it was illegal under 
the Boland Ammendment to support 
the contras. The Christie Institute 
learned of the SDF/Contra scam 
before the Iran/Contra connection hit 
the news. 

Arthur Liman, counsel for the 
Iran/Contra hearings, expected the 

continued on page eight 
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Diary 
continued from page two 

Tuesday: Images and sounds take over 
my senses. Brightly costumed affinity 
groups begin to gather in the parking 
lot across from the FDA and in front 
of the building. San Francisco ACT 
UP is wearing tie-dyed t-shirts with 
"Purple Rage" scrawled across the 
front. The PISD caucus of ACT NOW 
has formed an affinity group. They 
have on white shirts and headbands. A 
New York ACT UP (AIDS Coalition 
To Unleash Power) "Seeing Red" af­
finity group is wearing lab coats with 
red paint splattered across the front 
and red gloves. They can be seen 
throughout the day walking around 
chanting ''The government has blood 
on its' hands, and I'm seeing red." 
Everyone is chanting "Act Up, Fight 
Back, Fight AIDS" and "History will 
record, Reagan and Bush did nothing 
at all." I notice many lesbians from 
around the country who were once ac­
tive in the Reproductive Rights Na­
tional Network, and am not surprised 
by their presence here. 

The whole demonstration has more 
the flavor of the sixties than the '80s. 
People are being spontaneous and 
creative. The building is soon draped 
with "Silence Equals Death" banners 
and many different posters. All the en­
trances to the building are blocked. No 
one else can get in to work. Thf!re is 
more media at this demonstration than 
any I've been to lately. The way to get 
arrested at this CD is to lie down in 
front of the main entrance. Those lying 
down in front of other entrances are 
left alone. Those who lie down in the 
street in front of a bus-full of arrested 
demonstrators are also allowed to stay 
put. Finally the arrestees themselves 
ask the demonstrators to move. They 
don't want to sit in the bus all day. 
They want to be processed and releas­
ed, so that they can return to the FDA. 

"Yellow Gloves" hooks up for most 
of the day with "Purple Rage." We 
become a bi-coastal action team, roam­
ing around the building forcing the 
closing of entrance after entrance. We 
are pushed around by the police, but 
most are not arrested. Our two groups 
stage a kiss-in in front of a bus load of 
arrestees. We chant "Purple Rage in 
my hair, pardon me while I kiss this 
guy I gal." We notice that the bus 
driver of this particular bus is a sym­
pathetic woman with several ''Silence = 
Death" stickers on her jacket. 
Everyone applauds her and she gives 
the thumbs up. She is in no rush to take 
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Arresting protesters in fron of the FDA. Photo: Nancy Wechsler. 

the demonstrators off to jail. In this 
particular bus-load are several 
members of our affinity group. They 
had decided to join the protest at the 
main entrance, and get themselves ar­
rested. 

Throughout the day I chat with 
building employees who have not been 
able to get into work. Some of them 
work at the FDA, many work in other 
departments the building houses. Peo­
ple from the Mental Health Depart­
ment are very sympathetic to the pro­
test. One man stays around all day, 
and points out to us a ''Silence = 
Death" poster a co-worker of his has 
put in his office window, many flights 
up. I have a long conversation with an 
off-duty police officer who says she is 
out as a lesbian to everyone but people 
in her department, and has come to 
support us in the way she can - by just 
being there and watching. 

At the end of the day, those of us 
still left get on the Metro back to DC. 
We are exhausted and exhilarated. We 
are talking loudly and uncontainably 
about the action. An FDA employee 
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approaches us, wanting to discuss the 
protest. She is so excited by the conver­
sation that she misses her stop and 
stays on for two more stations to con­
tinue the conversation. Mostly we ask 
her questions. What did you think of 
the protest? What do you think of the 
Reagan administration's response to 
the AIDS epidemic? We learn from her 
that burning an effigy of Reagan was a 
big hit inside the building. She tells us 
that employees have been discussing 
the protest for the last week, and that 
today very little work got done because 
everyone was completely captivated by 
the protest. As they watched affinity 
groups approach an entrance, do an 
action, and then pull back to discuss 
their next move, her co-workers would 
exclaim, "I wonder what they will do 
next?" 

We huddle together in a hotel room 
to watch the news. We are with the 
men from "Purple Rage" again. The 
local news does extensive coverage. 
The demonstration makes the national 
news. 

continued on page six 

Page Five 



A Ripple of Excitement in a Bleak Time 

Reflections on D.C. AIDS Actions 
It is now eight years into the AIDS 

epidemic. As of September 19, 1988 
there have been 73,394 reported cases 
of AIDS in the US, and 41,393 AIDS­
related deaths. One AIDS-related 
death occurs every 30 minutes. The 
number of AIDS-related deaths will 
soon top the number of US soldiers to 
die during the Vietnam War. 
Homosexual and bisexual males ac­
count for sixty three percent of 
reported AIDS cases. Intravenous 
Drug users account for nineteen per­
cent, and those who are both in­
travenous drug users and homosexual 
men account for seven percent. 
Women, most of whom are IV drug 
users or partners of IV drug users, 
make up nine percent of all AIDS 
cases. A disproportionate number of 
people with AIDS are black and 
Hispanic. 

The lack of response by the govern­
ment and the media during the early 
years of the epidemic is directly related 
to whom the disease first attacked in 
this country. The comparison to 
Legionnaires Disease is obvious. If, 
like Legionnaires Disease, AIDS had 
first struck white, heterosexual men, 
the responses by the government and 
media would have been massive and 
swift. But concern over AIDS grew on­
ly when it looked as if there would be a 

Thank You Lotus! 
Lotus Development Corporation, 

who over a year ago gave us a used 
IBM pc computer, has this year given 
Resist a grant of Lotus 123 software. 
We want to take this time to publicly 
thank Lotus for this donation, and for 
their support over the years to many 
non-profits working for peace and 
justice. To begin with, we plan to use 
123 to keep records of our many fun­
draising campaigns, records which we 
now keep by hand. As we get to know 
the possibilities of 123, we are sure we 
will put it to many other uses. Thank 
you Lotus for helping Resist into the 
80s before it is the 90s! !! 
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threat to heterosexuals. Recently there 
have been stories in the press of how 
AIDS has not mushroomed in the 
"general population" as once ex­
pected. Gay people and IV drug users 
are not seen as part of the "general 
population'' yet in these communities 
AIDS has reached dangerous epidemic 
proportions. The use of the term 
"general population" to exclude gays 
and IV drug users captures the disdain 
in which these groups are held. A re­
cent poll reported that while there is a 
growing understanding of how AIDS is 
spread, and a growing tolerance and 
sympathy for hemophiliacs and people 
who become infected from tainted 
blood transfusions, there is still little 
compassion for homosexuals and IV 
drug users who have contracted the 
disease. 

The response to AIDS by the govern­
ment, media and the public, exposes 
the depth of homophobia and racism 
in this country. If we are to build an 
AIDS activist movement that ends the 
AIDS crisis we need to build a move­
ment that attacks the root causes of 
AIDS - the homophobia and racism 
that allowed the disease to become an 
epidemic in the first place. What at­
tracted some feminists and gay libera­
tionists to work around AIDS was not 
only the threat of losing people we love 

Diary 
continued from page five 

Wednesday: Back in Boston. I'm still 
seeing images from the demonstration 
and hearing the chants in my head. 
While excited by the demonstration, 
which feels like the kick-off to a na­
tional AIDS activist movement, I have 
questions about the direction this 
movement is taking. With most of the 
news coverage being limited to the 
demands for release of new AIDS 
drugs, I'm worried about whether or 
not it will be possible to broaden the 
agenda. In addition to burning an ef­
figy of President Reagan, I wish we 
had thought to burn copies of the 
government's ''Understanding AIDS'' 
pamphlet. The pamphlet is misleading, 
inaccurate and dangerous. We need to 
draw attention to the need for sexually 
explicit, culturally sensitive safer sex 
education/brochures. That seems to 
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to AIDS, but the opportunity to direct­
ly address these broader issues and 
concerns. We must build a movement 
that demands the government stop de­
bating punitive and expensive man­
datory testing proposals and begin put­
ting the money where it is needed: into 
research and drug treatments; cultural­
ly sensitive, clear and explicit safer sex 
information; and a nationalized health 
care system. We must build a move­
ment that is capable of talking about 
sex and sexual politics. If we are talk­
ing about AIDS among heterosexuals 
we must build a movement that em­
powers women to be able to say no to 
sexual intercourse without condoms. 
Organizing around AIDS is not simply 
about eliminating a disease. It is a way 
to talk about what changes are needed 
in this country for it to be a humane 
place in which to live and work. It is a 
way to expose the ''profits before peo­
ple" mentality of the drug companies, 
health care system, and government. 

Potential, Opportunity, and 
Obstacles ... 

How successful has the AIDS ac­
tivist movement been in making these 
larger connections? While the potential 
is there, it has not always been easy to 
raise a broader analysis and agenda for 

continued on page seven 

me as important a demand as the 
release of new drugs. And it doesn't 
even get us into the issues of national 
health care, or housing, childcare, 
good nutrition, etc. that some PW As 
need and can't afford. It is important 
that the movement find a way to ar­
ticulate the connections between all 
these issues. 

It is exciting to be a part of this 
movement. That the movement has 
generated so much passion, intensity 
and debate about its goals and direc­
tions is a good sign. We need to keep 
asking the questions, and see where it 
all leads. We can't be afraid to 
challenge each other, nor should we be 
afraid to listen to each other. • 
An earlier version of this article first 
appeared in Gay Community News, 
(Vol 16, No. 14), 62 Berkeley St., 
Boston, MA 02116. 
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Reflections 
continued from page six 
the AIDS activist movement. There is a 
tension, even in ACT NOW, between 
groups wanting to focus primarily 
around drug treatment issues and those 
wanting to broaden the agenda. This 
tension was resolved in ACT NOW, 
for the moment, by calling two 
demonstrations: one at HHS, with a 
broader political agenda, and a second 
at the FDA to focus on drug treatment 
issues. 

While there is a tremendous oppor­
tunity here, there are also major 
obstacles. Bringing the various groups 
together who are affected by the AIDS 
crisis is not a simple task. Getting peo­
ple to work in coalition means over­
coming the racism and homophobia 
that permeates society, and our social 
movements as well. 

Broadening the agenda and becom­
ing more inclusive has sometimes 
resulted in silencing gay issues and 
making the gay community's response 
to the epidemic invisible. Equally pro­
blematic in developing a strategy for 
the AIDS movement is the danger in 
assuming that IV drug users with AIDS 
are black and Hispanic, and gay men 
with AIDS are white . This avoids deal­
ing with the fact that there are gays and 
lesbians of color, and IV drug users 
who are white. Predominantly white 
gay service organizations need to 
acknowledge the presence of gay peo­
ple of color, and communities of color 
need to deal with the reality that gay 
sexuality is a prime mode of transmis­
sion within their communities. None of 
this has been easy, and gay people of 
color are often put in the difficult posi­
tion of trying to bridge vast political 
and cultural differences, and feeling 
"at home" no where. Tensions arise 
over allocation of funds and resources, 
demands for the movement, and 
volunteerism versus paid work in the 
AIDS movement. One positive devel­
opment to note is the formation of 
autonomous people of color AIDS 
organizations, and multi-cultural task 
forces within already existing service 
and activist groups. ACTUP /NY has 
formed a "Majority AIDS Task 
Force" to focus and call attention to 
the fact that women and people of col­
or are now the majority of New York 
City's AIDS cases. 

Where feminists and lesbians have 
gotten involved in AIDS activism they 
have often had to confront the sexism 
of the men they are working with, and 
the criticisms of their friends for "put­
ting so much energy into gay men.'' 
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Vito Russo, PWA and AIDS activist, and author of The Celluloid Closet, speaking at HHS rally. 
Photo: Nancy Wechsler. 

Because they are often not persons 
with AIDS (PWAs) themselves, their 
experience - often in the women's 
health or reproductive rights 
movements - is often ignored by the 
men. Other feminists often ask us, "If 
it had happened to us first, would gay 
men be there for us?" Probably not, 
we answer, but we believe in the 
possibility of people being radicalized 
through AIDS activism. We hope that 
in the future some gay men will be 
there for women in ways they wouldn't 
have been before AIDS. Many lesbians 
and feminists understand that AIDS is 
about women, too. On a positive note, 
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ACTUP New York has focussed na­
tional attention on the lack of drug 
treatment protocols for women, Act 
UP /SF has held a forum on Women 
and AIDS, and Women and AIDS net­
works have sprung up around the 
country. In Mass Act Out/Boston, a 
gay and lesbian activist group with a 
focus on AIDS, we have found the men 
willing to listen to and learn from the 
women, and vice-versa. Still, in many 
cities, the tension between newly 
politicized gay men and long-time 
feminists can be intense and 
frustrating. 

continued on page eight 
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Reflections 
continued from page seven 
On the One Hand, On the Other 
Hand ... 

On the positive side, I was encourag­
ed by the amount of support the FDA 
demonstration revealed from people 
who worked in the area. From ques­
tions and comments of sidewalk 
observers, there appeared to be gen­
uine interest in the demonstration. I 
was, however, discouraged by the 
media's failure to present an in-depth 
report on what our demands were. The 
broad demands of the HHS demon­
stration were ignored, while no men­
tion was made of demands at the FDA 
to open up drug trials so they would 
represent the diversity of those with 
AIDS, or to speed the release of drugs 
that have been tested and are being us­
ed in other countries. I was encouraged 
by the spontaneity and creativity of the 
demonstrators, and discouraged by 
certain actions some demonstrators 
took, such as breaking a window with a 
brick, and blocking cars attempting to 
leave the building. All the discussions 
we had during the Vietnam War about 
what builds a movement, what allows 
new people to join, and what actions 
get across your message will have to be 
re-played again. 

The AIDS epidemic has politicized 
many people who have not been 
politically active before. Last 
October's civil disobedience (CD) at 
the Supreme Court, and this year's CD 
at the FDA attracted many gay men 
who had never before been arrested, 
thought of themselves as political, or 
seen themselves as part of a movement. 
This is an exciting development, at a 
bleak time in our country's history. 
The challenge will be to build a move­
ment that represents all the groups af­
fected by AIDS, that deals with its own 
racism and sexism, and that articulates 
a broad agenda that not only can win 
over AIDS, but in the process, trans­
form society in such a way that no such 
crisis will ever happen again. To ac­
complish this means building a move­
ment which encourages and respects 
political and cultural diversity, and 
which demands that people's needs 
come before corporate profits. • 
Nancy Wechsler is a staff person at 
Resist, an AIDS activist, member of 
Mass Act Out, and a contributor to 
Gay Community News. 
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State Defense Forces (cont.) 
continued from page four 

hearings to "reveal the whole secret 
government within a government, 
operated from the executive office 
building by a lieutenant colonel with its 
own army ... diplomatic agents, in­
telligence operatives and appropria­
tions capacity." FEMA's role in this 
secret government would be to position 
itself between the president and the rest 
of the government in a time of crisis. 
FEMA would then place military com­
manders in charge of local govern­
ments. 

ning, development and training'' of 
not only Michigan's State Defense 
Force, but all SDFs. 

A bill now in the U.S. Congress 
(H.R. 2581) would ammend the law 
allowing SDFs to authorize federal 
support for these militias. This bill 
links Reagan's REX 84 with FEMAs 
new role in that it would set up chan­
nels for dictating orders from FEMA 
to the governors of the states concern­
ing use of the SDFs, placing the gover­
nors in a subordinate position. 

The arms and ammunition not returned to the 
government would be moved to a certain Louisiana 
state senator's warehouse, from which it would be ship­
ped to the contras .. . If this sounds similar to the 
Iran/Contra scam, it sounds right. 

FEMA's new role in the area of 
'' federal preparedness'' has 
mushroomed since Reagan came to of­
fice, according to Keenan Peck, 
writing in the Progressive in 1985. 
FEMA spends most of its preparedness 
budget worrying about "terrorists" 
and "internal emergencies." State 
Defense Forces are an important part 
of FEMA's preparedness strategy, a 
scenario planned for in REX 84. 

Federal Control of SDFs. 
In 1986, a bill was introduced in the 

Michigan legislature which would have 
established a State Defense Force, 
under the control of the Secretary of 
Defense rather than the governor of 
Michigan. Although federal law ex­
plicitly prohibits the use of federal 
funds for SDFs, this bill (H.B. 5334) 
called for no state funds to be used. 
The bill was defeated by progressives in 
the state legislature, led by Represen-
tative Perry Bullard. · 

Bullard argued that secondary law 
enforcement in the absence of the Na­
tional Guard was overkill. Michigan 
already had a division of the state 
police that was responsible for most 
emergency functions. Bullard's biggest 
concern was the exact nature of the 
SDF's mission. A proposal by the 
United States Department of Defense 
was that SDFs assume virtual duplica­
tion of current National Guard duties, 
including "supression of riots, 
sabotage and terrorist activities." 
Bullard maintained that the U.S. 
Defense Department was lobbying 
Congress for authority in the "plan-
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Although this bill is now in limbo it, or 
a similar bill, could be revivied at any 
time. 

REX 84, FEMA's attempts to 
broaden its emergency powers, H.R. 
2581, and the creation of State Defense 
Forces add up to a repressive predica­
ment for political opponents of the 
government should the president 
declare a ''national emergency. '' The 
National Guard is lobbying hard for 
SDFs in states that don't have one yet. 
Progressive activists should be lobby­
ing hard to prevent the establishment 
of the infrastructure for a police state 
in America. Right now noone is look­
ing at SDFs, but it's time to open our 
eyes. • 
This article is an edited version of two 
articles which appeared first in The Na­
tional Guard Update, a project of the 
St. Louis Pledge of Resistance. Peggy 
Moore is a staff person at the St. Louis 
Pledge of /ice, and Mike Meyer is a 
free-lance writer from Gilroy, Calif or­
nia. For more information about 
SDFs, write to Peggy Moore, c/o St. 
Louis Pledge of Resistance, 438 N. 
Skinker, St. Louis, MO 63130. 
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In this section of the newsletter we 
highlight the work of some of the 
groups that have recently received 
grants from Resist. This is by no 
means a comprehensive list! Rather, 
we try to include information about 
groups from various parts of the 
country that are working on par­
ticularly interesting projects, or that 
we feel have addressed issues from a 
broad perspective, perhaps inspiring 
other groups to do the same. We 
received so many grant requests over 
the summer that we are still reporting 
on those projects now. Readers who 
would like more information about 
these groups, or about other grantees 
should feel free to call or write the 
Resist office. 

United Cannery Workers' Project, 
P.O. Box 1660, Woodland, CA, 
95695. 

This group of primarily 
Chicana/Mexicana women workers 
came together as an organized move­
ment to make their local Teamsters 
union more representative of their 
needs. The majority of these women 
are low-income single mothers who 
work seasonally in canneries near 
Sacramento, California. As seasonal 
workers they are more difficult to 
organize, and they have not had ac-

~w~ 
I 1989 Peace Calendar 

• SYRACUSE CULTURAL WORKERS • 

The Peace Calendar is an artistic celebration of 
people's work for justice around the world . It 
includes a piece by Jacob Lawrence on literacy, the 
remarkable AIDS Name Project Gui It, an exuberant 
children 's piece. and a compelli ng scene from the 
southwest encouragi ng respect for animals. 14 x 22 
on your wall. $8.95 + 2.00 shpg. and handling. 

sew ORDER SERVICE • 126 INTERVALE RD., 
BURLINGTON, VT 05401 • (802) 863-1394 
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cess to resources from the union that 
would enable them to be more active 
in the fight for better working condi­
tions. 

The group has organized rank and 
file slates to run for local union of­
fices; supported striking cannery 
workers; produced educational 
leaflets both to provide information 
to workers about discrimination and 
harassment on the job and to enlist 
community support; and acted as a 
watch-dog over the union, pressuring 
it to be more democratic. The group 
also works with other cannery and 
food workers throughout the state, 
supporting them whenever possible. 

By organizing independently of the 
union, the group is able to develop 
leadership skills among rank and file 
workers. All activities are conducted 
in both Spanish and English. The 
group has held workshops to train 
members in how to be shop floor 
organizers and shop stewards, and to 
ensure that everyone understands 
workplace rights and grievance pro­
cedures . Resist's grant was used for a 
grassroots membership drive that in­
cluded a large mailing, leafletting, 
phone work and a large ''organizing 
picnic." 

Comite de Mujeres Puertorriquefias 
Miriam Lopez Perez, P.O. Box 279, 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. 

This group of women originally 
came together in 1984 to produce a 
radio program about Puerto Rican 
women for International Women's 
Day. Over the years they worked on a 
number of projects, becoming a for­
mal organization during their actions 
in the wake of the 1987 murder of 
Miriam Lopez Peres, a resiqent of 
Boston's South End, who was killed 
by an ex-boyfriend after a series of 
futile attempts to get police protec­
tion. The group held a vigil and press 
conference calling for police accoun­
tability and protection for all women, 
drawing attention to the racist and 
sexist nature of police response to 
domestic violence. 

Recognizing the complexity of these 
issues, the group began to focus its 
work on developing empowerment 
among Latina women on a range of 
issues. This summer they organized 
an "Encuentro de Mujeres Latinas" 
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in order to validate one another's ex­
periences as Latina women, and plan 
a working agenda for the next year. 
The meeting enabled small groups of 
women to discuss violence as a means 
of control, racism and sexism at 
work, assimilation versus 
biculturalism, AIDS, homophobia, 
housing and unemployment. The 
plenary session of the meeting was 
used to develop plans both to bring 
Latina perspectives to Latino 
organizations and the general U.S. 
community, and to determine ways in 
which Latinas can best work within 
all the Anglo organizations each 
woman is part of. 

Some of the topics the group is 
continuing to discuss internally and in 
published articles include AIDS in the 
Latino community, child custody and 
support issues, and the effect of U.S. 
transnational corporations on the 
people and environment of Puerto 
Rico. A central goal of the Comite is 
is to instill a sense of pride in the rich 
history and culture of Latina women. 
Working with two other Puerto Rican 
organizations, the Comite is 
establishing a center for Latina 
women to provide shared resources, 
networking, education and a place 
from which to organize self-help 
groups. 

Resist's grant was used to cover 
general costs for the "Encuentro" in­
cluding the provision of quality child 
care, and the production of written 
information about each of the topics 
"ddressed at the workshop to be 
distributed to interested women 
unable to attend. 

Las Americas Refugee Asylum Pro­
ject, 815 Myrtle Ave, El Paso, Texas, 
79901. 

Las Americas Refugee Asylum Pro­
ject (LARAP) provides the only pro­
bono legal assistance available to 
refugee asylum seekers in the El Paso 
area. Without LARAP to provide this 
service, most refugees would be 
deported to Central America without 
the opportunity to present their case 
for asylum. Asylum seekers are 
treated by the INS like all "un­
documented'' persons who come into 
the U.S. at El Paso. They are detain­
ed and placed under bonds ranging 
from $5 ,000 to $7,500. For a refugee 

continued on page Ten 

Page Nine 



continued from page 9 

from Central America, where per 
capita income is often about $250.00 
a year, these costs are impossible. In 
addition, only attorneys and certified 
representatives are allowed access to 
the detention facility-detainees can­
not call out unless they are able to 
make collect calls. 

The LARAP project grew from a 
meeting of community and church 
leaders held in 1986, to respond to 
this situation. The project began pro­
viding free legal assistance in July, 
1987. It now has three staff people 
and has served nearly 300 clients. Ser­
vices have included refugee rights 
education, bond redeterminations 
(lowering the bond) and bond 
assistance, asylum representation, 
amnesty counseling, public education, 
social service referrals, refugee settle­
ment and more. The purpose of 
LARAP is to defend refugee rights by 
preventing forced deportation 
whenever possible, providing refugees 
with information about their rights, 
developing agendas for long-term 
change, and participating in public 
education both about the status of 
refugees and the regional conflicts in 
Central America. 

While serving primarily 
Salvadorans and Guatemalans 
(because the U.S. deports refugees 

~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~----~ 

' • t 
The Resist Pledge System t 

The most important source of Resist's l 
income is monthly pledges. Pledges I 
help us plan ahead by guaranteeing us • 
a minimum monthly income. In turn, 
pledges receive a monthly reminder let­
ter (in addition to the newsletter) which 
contains news of recent grants and 
other Resist activities. So take the 
plunge and become a Resist pledge! 

Yes, I would like to pledge $ 
monthly to the work of Resist. 

Name ___________ _ 

Address __________ _ 

City _____ State __ Zip __ 

• --------------- ,. 
' _________________________ J 

Page Ten 

from these countries systematically 
with no regard for the merits of their 
claims), the Project helps all refugees 
who need assistance. The Project has 
recently started a quarterly newsletter 
both to inform the larger community 
about its work, and to organize 
among refugees. Despite El Paso's 
location as a border city, many 
residents know little about Central 
America, or about the political nature 
of the persecution most refugees are 
fleeing. The newsletter will include ar­
ticles about asylum, about the 
obstacles refugees face once in the 
U.S. (illegal status, detention, hiding, 
detention facility conditions, INS 
abuses, etc.), and personal stories and 
perspectives by and about refugees. 

Resist's grant went towards the cost 
of printing the newsletter. 

Faculty • Students • Staff 
Help Resist Grow! 

Ask Your Library to Subscribe 
to the 

Resist Newsletter 
(Library subs are $15 /year) 

Call or write for more details 

Have You Seen 
Our New Brochure? 

We've begun mailing a new Resist 
brochure to other mailing lists in order 
to attract new Resist donors. We've 
recently mailed to the Guardian, Na­
tional Lawyers Guild, CISPES, 
Greensboro Justice Fund, MADRE, 
Nicaragua Network, NA CLA, 
Socialist Review, and parts of the Na­
tion list. If you are on one or more of 
these lists you will probably receive a 
copy of our new brochure! Believe it or 
not, it is much cheaper to risk sending 
duplicate mailings than to employ the 
expensive technology needed to purge 
the duplicates. So ... after you've en­
joyed looking over the brochure, why 
not pass it along to a friend? And while 
we are talking about friends ... send us 
the names and addresses of anyone you 
think should know about Resist, and 
we'll send them a packet of informa­
tion. Let us know if we can use your 
name when we contact them. 

STOP WAR TOYS 
CAMPAIGN 

Resources for Organizing 
Against War Toys and 

Television Violence '-lt.,_ 
PACKETS ~~ 
POSTERS 

PAMPHLETS ' 
BUTTONS/STICKERS 

Stop War Toys Campaign of the 
War Resisters League, 

Box 1093 R, Norwich, CT 06360. 
508 744-3417, 203 889-5337, 

203 455-9621. 

Send a SASE for more information . 
Packets $6 postpaid. 
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