Trinity College
Trinity College Digital Repository

Senior Theses and Projects Student Scholarship

Spring 2012

Commodity Tracker: A Mobile Tool to Collect Regional Food
Prices across Haiti

Christopher D. Nobile
Trinity College, christopher.nobile@trincoll.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/theses

Cf Part of the Databases and Information Systems Commons

Recommended Citation

Nobile, Christopher D., "Commodity Tracker: A Mobile Tool to Collect Regional Food Prices across Haiti".
Senior Theses, Trinity College, Hartford, CT 2012.
Trinity College Digital Repository, https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/theses/172

Trinity College

HARTFORD "CONNECTICUT


https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/theses
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/students
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/theses?utm_source=digitalrepository.trincoll.edu%2Ftheses%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/145?utm_source=digitalrepository.trincoll.edu%2Ftheses%2F172&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.trincoll.edu/
https://www.trincoll.edu/

Abstract

The Commodity Tracker is an Android Application developed on

Trinity’s Portable Open Search and Identification Tool (POSIT). It

is designed for users to collect pricing information primarily on

food prices in field conditions in Haiti. The ACDI/VOCA

organization sends field agents into the rural areas of Haiti g
regularly to collect data on the prices of local food items. This -
data is used to determine the distribution of food items through

the USAID organization, using price to measure scarcity.

Infrastructural issues make this a time consuming process,

especially with regards to sending data from the field to the

central servers in Jacmel. This Android application can collect

and send this data via SMS (or text messaging), reducing the

amount of time and cost required to retrieve information from

the field, thus enabling ACDI/VOCA to efficiently allocate its

resources to where they are most needed.
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Challenges

User Interface
eLanguage barrier

*Poor communication between all participating parties

*Lack of infrastructure

.. : : Database SMS Manager
*Adjusting the program to unique environmental factors &

(Turns database data
into text messages)
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Technologies

*Built on Android SDK
*FrontlineSMS Gateway

*Java Swing GUI API

*Eclipse Development Environment
*Utilizes the POSIT structure
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