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June 15, 1S«
Dear Pcopla:

“he financial sitvation is terrible. Hiere arc the facta. As of Jume Sth, our bailance
vas $475,00, Bileen and I went over the boo' s for th 18t tw0 years, Based on that
veview, we concluded that pledges have remaincd srablc at $1200-81500 a month; our grants
remained comstant at around $2000 a momth, Contributimis, hevever, have dropped drasticaliy
over the last 3 months, Noxrmal returms have beenm 5200052500 a month, The last 3 months
we averaged $630 a month in centributions,

A small meeting of Boston people was held (present were Zileem, ladge, Vayne, Hilde, lodéc
and Fen)to discues ways to get us through the summer, ficen and T also had met with Bob Zevim
the previous week to discuss the financial sftustion and the future of Reaist, e reported
on that discussion at the Bogton meetimg (more om that im a minute), The decisfons which
came cut of the meeting were 1)writing to the Ferrys 2)going through our contributors
and sending special letters to large contributors with a draft of the New Call Hlan appeal
on the last page of the Jume mewsletter 4)the significance of this financial crisis
in light of Resist's purpose and future as an orpanization will be the main prierity for
discussion at the July 1lth meeting, So far, the Ferrys have responded with a $30C0 check
stating that it's their last for 1976, e have yet to get the other letters off,

Zevin's apalyedis of Resists financial crisis (in brief) : Since the anti-war movemeut
Resist has slowly lost i{ts funding base, particularly amomg pacffists, Through the mewsletter

and/or our funding left errors have been made which have alienated 1iberal contributers,
The Resist board doesn’t have political unity sufficient to work together to be a viable
organization that cam attract pecple and money, Zevin maintains that there should be a real
political focus for Regist, a high level of politfcal unity (which he believes at ome
time being against the Vietnam war ailowed for, despite other differences), His former
position that Resist should disband still stands, however, Lf it hopes to centinue he
atrongly suggests that the fimancial and political base of Reaist be addressed sericusly
and that peocple deal x& with reality and discomtinmue the myth that Resiat plays a
leadership role om the left right now . One proposal Zevin made was to fmstitute an
entirely new board, Zevinm has beem hegitant to assert his position because he feared that
people would only interpret his perspective as an opportunisitic move, Alse, Bob has

had conrtact with pledges who left Resist and discussed their reasomns with him, He has
agreed to come to a meeting 4f this fssue will be serfously discussed,

Eileen and I have dome a lot of thimkiwmg sbout Resist®s future and shared thesc
thoughts at the Beston meeting, Ue've been feeling for some time that sinee Zovin hae
left noone has replaced his role of safeguarding our financial base, Someone(s) needs to
take on this role, e fedl that the priority that mxdms makes sense for am organmfzatien
1ile Reaist anmd what can be done best £f worked om is funding, Ve agreec with Zevin
that 14berals have been alfemated and therefore Rogist's historical role of providing
a link between liberals and the loft has beem seriously dmmaged, we agree with Zevin
that it’s imperative right mow to reassce and restructurc Resist, e domn't agree that we
should disband and we feel that a board representative of all the groupings on the left
could work together and come up with a politfcal focus which could attract people to
it, Ve're proposing that we seriously comsider this direction and go about recruiting
with this fn ffnd, At the Bostom meeting there was a concensus to deal serfously with these
48sues, There was greatest comcensus around the belief that we've been exdsting with an
unrealistic perspactive ourseives and that we should put our emergy into being a viabie
fudning orpanization,, rather than inte political polemics. Ve need to accept ouxr own
political differences and work togethér to cimtimue an organization that can play am important
role in the political 1ife of the U,S, togay.

love in struggle,
madge and edleen
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To Resist folks,

¥hen I sat down to think through & responge to HMadge and Elleen's lettar, it muuny
seenmsd To me that the msjor problem bad te do with cur comtimniang fatlure te do well the |
things we pead to do. 48 18 no secret, I've fell that we have wmade o muber of very sarious
~-1f not fatal--srrors in the recent past, frem the Duff article, to the welrd pledge i
latter to the avmed scruggle fiasce to wy own fallure to fake initiastives fu funding aress.,
ind Y started to draft 2 response that enphasizaed the things we do ueed to do: have a
Hewsletter that people read and respect-—that is as well edited, preciss, and wsrbetorfesl
a8 I¥ Stone used te be; kave s better and exvanding pledge systee-—rserait pledges; have
a regular fosd-raising effort, wot 2 hit sod niss affair] inveolwe Both mere pecple that
our eonstituency trusts and the paeople already im Nesist morve; develop a much better net-
work of contacts se that we are not o0 frequently at a loss or in wvague disagreenent over
fundi=ag requests; get on siuplifying the call sad haviag 2 taslc standpoint that people
cas identify with., Wow I think we hawe to do all these thimge, withouwt slipups. |

But Zevie'’s vemarks as reported by ¥M&X ferced me to think agaia. I im': kuow just |
what Zewin has said—1've aol beea privy te these diseussions and I haven't heard frem '4
him (yss, Robert, & minor criticiss). But it ssesed to ms that something like the !dlwta;‘

is the drift of bis thought~and 1f I'x wrong 1I'd sursly like te get straightened out:

: Sesist falls between poles. On the ous hasd, theve are the “srxisct-lendiaist

parties, which are trying to bulld frome proletarias constituenecy, which Resist

surely Jees sot have nor, by its asture, can have, snd which are of very dowbtful

relevance to the fnerican scene Loday or for the foresessble future. The roasous

are nany and varied-~frow degsatism, to excessive ile-fighting, to the pride of

sectarianiss, ¢ the imapplieabilicy of Leuinist wodels, teo the wndesirabilivy

of applying Leminiet models (wiw waats to live under Stalin?), ete. On the

sther hand, there is the specirur of groups like those brought tegether by IPS

in Texas recently, ranglug frem Tom Hayden to Burlaze te ACURS is Arkanses;

there is IPC0 (Iaterrciigiows Poundation for Comsunity Organisationas); there

are vegioval fudding groups like daysarket, with lite mere mouey. These folks

are far better fluanced, ere actually deing things thet make for change, are

favelwed in challemging the Desweratic left as well as in recruitieg a mass base.

Resist is f{rrelevast to thax beth by i{deolepy-—toe svclalist, which, =8 a recent

article said, is a "red-flag werd"--and by smalluess of flnancisl base. So it

can only be that Ehe comsunist left relates to Realst 3a 8 rip~off of the class

of iutellectuals, managers, ete., oa the oue hand, and the broader IFS spectrom

#8 an irvelevance, which ue longer even has to be respected on the basis of its

direct anti-war actions. All we can de, therefore, is relate te small, sguressively

separatist compunity grouplets, whieh are & kind of movement-urbsn equivaleut eof

Versout drepplug out, sinece tiwy focus only oa locel life~issues sud net on a

raal challenge to the atructures of power.
ig that something like it, Robert? whether or ae, it sskes & cogent eritique of Besist,
at lsast from one perspective. I wvant to {atroduce a third fseter, eor & slightly 4if-
ferent way of looking at this veality. 1 agres with the eritique of the party lefg—-
1 think it is largely an irrelevenge and will continue to be (for varicus veasens, but
féndanentally because the fact is that 3 cress-cless =ovement for change is necessary
in & society as diverse as this asd oue 38 capable of prevemting the pelarization of
socisty iate beergevise vs. proletsriat). DPut the overvhelming teademcy iv the IPS
spectrun (aduittedly, 4t was a Confercunce on Alternative State and Lecal Publie Folicise,
which artracts standard politicss) 1s toward iscorporation ianto the Democratic party left
(I use that word hesitantly). That's vhere IP5 came from, that's whers layden and Zam
Brown wte., are now, and that's vhere the power is, as thisgs stand--and the attraction
is fatal, in wmy judgeent. For the Desecratic party is, obvieusly, a2 party of the bourgeoise
and that's aet going to change. lMoreover, without & left, the tendssey of the Demccratic
Parcy is itself to drift right, and it ia too easy to ses the tendoncias wiich we have
iscorrectly been calling “vadical popaliss” beiny pulled further and farther, like
Bayard Pustis, into the Demoervatie center. Yulees there {8 & coberent aad incressisngly
nasa-based furee to its left. So that ovar tirze that left-liberal spectruw iz being
challenged, pulled toward a2 cobervent lefr.

My view is that the potestial for that left exists. I thiak it sest be specifically
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