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QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 
(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 
commonly asked questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 
template features may not work properly. 
 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 
preferred magnification. This template is at 100% 
the size of the final poster. All text and graphics will 
be printed at 100% their size. To see what your 
poster will look like when printed, set the zoom to 
100% and evaluate the quality of all your graphics 
before you submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a 
placeholder and type in or paste your text. To move 
a placeholder, click on it once (to select it), place 
your cursor on its frame and your cursor will change 
to this symbol:         Then, click once and drag it to 
its new location where you can resize it as needed. 
Additional placeholders can be found on the left 
side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template has four 
different column layouts.  
Right-click your mouse 
on the background and  
click on “Layout” to see  
the layout options. 
The columns in the provided layouts are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 
layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 
placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the 
left side of the template. Move it anywhere as 
needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 
click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 
external document onto this poster template. To 
adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a 
table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, 
click FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and 
change the INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to 
the “Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can 
choose from the provide color combinations or you 
can create your own. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
professional  poster. It will save you valuable time 
placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 
day affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will 
guide you through the poster design process and 
answer your poster production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 
PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 
 
 

Object Placeholders 
 

Use the placeholders provided below to add new 
elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto 
the poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder 
to the poster area to add another section header. 
Use section headers to separate topics or concepts 
within your presentation.  
 
 
 
Text placeholder 
Move this preformatted text placeholder to the 
poster to add a new body of text. 
 
 
 
 
Picture placeholder 
Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size 
it first, and then click it to add a picture to the 
poster. 
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Common Core Conversations in CT: Analyzing Public Testimonies 

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) is an effort to 
minimize the learning gap between high- and low-achieving 
students in the United States by providing a set of 
standards all students must meet by the end of each grade 
level. Although 46 states already adopted the CCSS, there 
are varied opinions on the effectiveness of this new reform. 
This research examined the opinions of citizens in 
Connecticut using written testimonies from a public hearing 
that took place in Hartford on March 12, 2014. The results 
show that two groups express support of the CCSS: state-
wide organizations and suburban administrators, who 
believe that the CCSS will create students who are globally 
competitive and better prepared for college and careers 
because the standards are challenging. On the other hand, 
suburban teachers and suburban parents are opponents of 
the CCSS because the standards are too rigorous and focus 
on test taking rather than critical thinking skills. The 
results of this research suggest that speakers may vary 
their support of the CCSS based on how they perceive the 
Core’s effects within or outside the school.  

Broken down by role within the community and district of 
residence, the speakers 

Results  Author(s) 

The qualitative data used in this research are written public 
hearing testimonies. 

 
Steps in research process: 
•  Reading testimonies 
•  Coding main arguments 
•  Recording speaker information and argument codes 
•  Comparing speaker role within the community and district of 

residence to arguments in favor or against the CCSS  
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Of the 279 speakers who submitted written 
testimony: 

Research Question: 
What are public hearing participants saying about 
the Common Core and how do their responses 
reflect the community they represent and their 
role within this community?  
 
This research attempts to discover why people are 
pro- or anti-Common Core by looking first at who 
testified and what they said in regards to the new 
policy.  
 
Past Research: 
Past research studied the changes caused by the 
implementation of curriculum standards. This 
research contributes by studying how citizens in 
Connecticut perceive the changes caused by the 
CCSS. 
•  Changes in course offerings (Alexander 2002) 
•  Changes in standards, comparing CCSS to  

previous standards (Porter et al. 2011) 
•  Changes in organizational systems of learning 

(Gutierrez 2014) 
	  
	  

Groups	  “In	  Favor”	  and	  “Against”	  

Two	  groups	  most	  “in	  favor”	  of	  the	  implementa.on	  
of	  the	  CCSS:	  
•  State-‐wide	  organiza.ons	  (25%	  of	  speakers	  who	  
made	  arguments	  “in	  favor”	  of	  the	  CCSS)	  

•  Suburban	  administrators	  (14%	  of	  speakers)	  

Two	  groups	  most	  “against”	  the	  implementa.on	  of	  
the	  CCSS:	  
•  Suburban	  parents	  (19%	  of	  speakers	  who	  made	  
arguments	  “against”	  the	  CCSS)	  

•  Suburban	  teachers	  (18%	  of	  speakers)	  
	  

*District lived in or represented by the speaker. 

Table 1 
Arguments “In Favor” of the CCSS 

Area/Role of 
Speaker 

College/ 
Career 

Preparat-
ion 

Critical 
Thinking 

Frame-
work 

Close 
Achieve-
ment Gap 

Global 
Competit-

iveness 
Rigor 

State-wide 
Organizations 13 4 2 3 8 8 

       
Suburban 
Administration 7 3 2 1 2 7 

	  

Table 2 
Arguments “Against” the CCSS 

Area/ 
Role of 
Speaker 

Unequal 
Needs 

Lack of 
Funding Too Easy Too 

Rigorous 

Makes 
Teaching 
Difficult 

Lack of 
Creativ-

ity 

Teachers 
Not 

Prepared 
        
Suburban 
Parents 11 3 4 19 4 11 2 

        
Suburban 
Teachers 9 5 1 15 7 10 7 

	  

Arguments	  made	  by	  state-‐wide	  organiza.ons:	  
•  CCSS	  prepares	  students	  for	  college	  and	  

careers	  
•  CCSS	  creates	  students	  who	  are	  globally	  

compe..ve	  
•  CCSS	  challenges	  students	  with	  rigor	  

Arguments	  made	  by	  suburban	  administrators:	  
•  CCSS	  prepares	  students	  for	  college	  and	  

careers	  
•  CCSS	  challenges	  students	  with	  rigor	  

Arguments	  made	  by	  suburban	  parents	  and	  
teachers:	  
•  CCSS	  does	  not	  sa.sfy	  diverse	  needs	  of	  

students	  
•  CCSS	  is	  too	  rigorous	  
•  CCSS	  encourages	  test	  taking	  and	  

memoriza.on	  rather	  than	  cri.cal	  and	  
crea.ve	  thinking	  

“Connecticut parents expect students to be 
held to rigorous standards with the knowledge 
that their daughters and sons… will be in the 

best position possible to achieve their 
professional and personal dreams.” 

“Moving forward with the Common 
Core standards is essential to 

keeping Connecticut competitive in 
the global economy.” 

“At a recent PTO meeting 
discussing the Common Core, 

many parents felt their children 
were either bored, frustrated, 

confused, or a combination of all 
three.”  

“My children are being taught 
short cuts to find answers, not 

critical thinking” 

Steps in Research Process: 
1.  Read testimonies 
2.  Code for arguments made “in favor” or “against” 

the CCSS 
3.  Record speaker role within the community, 

district, stance (in favor or against), and 
arguments 

4.  Analyze data to establish trends between speaker 
information and arguments presented 

	  

By its own mission statement, CT Parent Power is a parent-led organization that 
seeks to engage, educate, and mobilize parents to act on children’s issues 
within the state. The organization informs and trains parents on how to actively 
defend and advance their children within the community. 
 

For more information, visit: 
www.ctparentpower.org 

 
Or contact: 

CT Parent Power 
110 Bartholomew Ave, Suite 4030 

Hartford, CT, 06106 
(860) 951-2212 ext. 273 
info@ctparentpower.org 

 
 

References available upon request. 
 

Special thanks to: 
Marilyn Calderon 

Rachel Leventhal-Weiner 
David Reuman 
Carlos Espinosa 


	Common Core Conversations in Connecticut: Analyzing Public Testimonies
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1666715498.pdf.hhdlK

