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Consul J. C. Huston, Tientsin, China

Tientsin is a transit port. It is the outlet for foreign shipments
of cargo from Kansu, Shansi, Chihli, Mongolia, upper Honan, and
upper Shantung.

Foreign Trade of Tientsin.

The trade of Tientsin during 1923—not including reexports and
foreign and Chinese imports—amounted to 238,407,930 haikwan
taels ($196,233,5752, compared with 244,516,332 ($200,430,038) in
1922. Of the total trade, imports accounted for 102,341,339 “taels
($84,237,157), against 122,440,039 ($100,364,100) in 1922—a decrease
evidencing the spitit of caution that characterized the whole import
market during 1923. Exports, on the other hand, registered an
advance from 75,061,425 taels ($61,527,850) in 1922 to 86,420,212
taels ($71,132,475) in 1923. :

This tendency toward the establishment of a favorable trade
balance will probably continue—aided, no doubt, by the growin
importance of local industry—until a more even adjustment o
price levels is attained in world markets. Native goods sent into
the interior of China reached the value of 110,000,000 taels ($90,-
541,000) in 1923, more than in any previous year except 1921, when
grains transported for famine relief swelled the total. :

The collections for customs revenue during 1923 were reported as
6,731,593 taels ($5,540,774), or 1,153,183 taels in excess of the 1922
figure, derived chiefly from exports. ‘ : ‘

During 1922 the value of the haikwan, or customs, tael ranged
from $0.76 to $0.88, and in 1923 from $0.78 to $0.82." ' The arbitrary
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2 SUPPLEMENT TO COMMERCE REPORTS

values of the tael fixed by the United States Government, and
in the conyersion of -both the preceding and following trade fig
are—1 haikwan tael=$0.8197 1n 1922 and $0.8231 in 1923.

The foreign trade of Tientsin, both in foreign goods and Cb
produce, as reported by the Chinese Maritime Customs, is
marized as follows: '

Value of the foreign trade of Tientsin

Ttems 1922 1
- FOREIGN GOODS
ports: ’
From foreign countries and Hongkong._.._. ... .. __..__________._.... $79,036,715 |  $62,
From Chinese ports B R S L et S 24, 185, 746 23,
ettt i et b e e S g 103, 222, 461 86,
‘Reeglports:
0 foreign countries and HongKoONg - - - - -« oo o cciaaaean 1,194, 734
To Chinese ports (chiefly to Newchwang, Chefoo, and Shanghai).._... [ 1, 663, 627 1,
LIRSS R,  LRRT L N e | 2,830 2
=
Net total foreigh tEiportss. ) a1 JluaL it o n ol e e ee e e ctamanasenn | 100,364, 100 84,
3 CHINESE PRODUCE
Imports (chiefly from Hankow, Shaugha.i, Canton, and Foochow)........... | 39,204,013 41,
EESSbtdotd
Reexqports: ; |
‘0 foreign countries and HongKoONG . - <o e o oie s oo od i e imcacaamans 411,474
ST T O o I I AN S o e fpon e NI N AR | 254, 451
T B R R T R A TR s R T SRR . . &1F VL 665, 925
Net total Chinese Imports. . - - - - s e oo oo 38, 538, 088 40,
Exports:
To foreign countries and HoNBKONG - - oon oo oo ecacacaaaen 37, 681, 204 40,
R R e v e v o bR o o 2B s 0 e = 0 0 = R b 23, 846, 646 30,
T B e T S R A e e B R« 121 5 & S 61, 527, 850 71,
Gross value of the trade of the port.. ..o oo e iieicacaaan 203, 954, 324 198,
Net value of the trade of the port... .l ol liiiaiiaaa. 200, 430, 038 196,

The principal increases responsible for the growth of local ind:
were those m locally manufactured cotton yarn, 204,000 p
(1 picul=133% pounds) and yarn made elsewhere in China, 18:
piculs; cigarettes, 135,000 piculs; flour manufactured by local
and sent into the interior, 1,600,000 piculs; and cotton piece g
locally made. The trade with the interior, 74 per cent of whi
handIYed by the railways, was handicapped by their shortag
rolling stock. :

Reexports of products of local Chinese industry, including ¢
in. transit through Tientsin, reached 22,675,892 taels in 1923,
?ared with 17,639,993 in 1922. Chinese factory products imp
rom the interior into Tientsin, either for local consumption o
export, amounted to 2,147,108 taels in 1923, against 637,198 in
These figures are indicative of the steady although slow indus
development that is taking place in treaty ports in spite of
tiflfluous disorders in the interior. Japan is beginning to fee
effects.

In cottox;]garn the Chinese product equals the Japanese in ¢
numbers whilg in the finer counts the British still hold the ma

The Chinese spinning industry in the treaty ports is developing
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great rapidity. The wage for male labor in China averages only
40 copper cents ($0.10" per day; for female, 30 cents ($0.075); and
for chillzlren half that amount. With the cost of labor increasing in
Japan, the Chinese have a decided advantage in competition. Lack
of capital, however, prevents the Chinese from buying when the
market is low and making a profit on their yarn as the cotton market
rises.

Exports from Tientsin.

The export trade of Tientsin has steadily increased in value year
after year. The advance during 1923 is less marked, perhaps, than
it appears to be, because of the recent rapid rise in prices.

In the following table exports and reexports, as listed by the
Chinese Maritime Customs, are given in terms of United States
currency: -

Chinese goods, including reexports, evporied through Chinese Maritime Customs

1022 1023
Articles
Value Quantity | Value
$922, 297 3, 611, 466 $71,342
295,212 | 11,325,733 230, 724
1,373,030 | 36,885, 600 785, 578
5,837 6,907, 066 166, 292
506 | 41,234,800 1,018,210
826,447 | 42,379,333 587, 500
13,882 232, 266 22, 990
1,761,130 3,372, 266 2,751, 330
2,371,857 4,439, 200 3,439, 627
, 14,673 595, 1
453,343 6, 504, 400 289,103
i 161,739 1,110,800 651,438
Ching-Ching 17,849 102, 415 913 132,017
Kailan d 58,069 271, 281 g%aoz 277, 517
Shansi. 3 49,184 332, 529 92,956 619, 748
Steamer i 64, 634 291,392 87,161 304, 582
Cockles, dried 979, 200 42,126 987, 200 41,009
Coke. - ... : , 816 03,944 7, 563 80, 926
8o§gon, 73,196,400 | 12,262,313 | = 75,347,333 15, 698, 405
otton
an%tee 78, 667 27,430 64,000 25, 680
Cloth, n 21, 277 64,162 19, 293 56, 871
Cotton yarn 26, 133 7,229 982, 533 273, 242
Cupionition: Ly st L0 u o 0l o Lo ans L. Lion 180,290 |..uo-ciodndi i 343,461
Dates: .
Black 8, 436, 266 485,966 8,209, 733 494,136
Red 15, 126, 266 632,348 | 15,629,733 675,403
Egg Iroducts: » B
Yll;lkunen, B . o) A08,068 pounds..| 1,013,333 610,512 | 10, 590, 000 ) 760, 256
217,333 © 45,181 1,593,733 344,348
5, 183, 200 525, 773 2,730, 400 294, 970
263, 866, 324 1,946,621 | 385, 330,000 2,854, 485
489, 900 49,753 612, 133 64, 240
3,230,933 103, 287 2,853, 866 91, 611
636, 900 83, 208 1,328, 000 188, 555+
1092000 | a5 1,575 408 35 088
...... ,022, 19,4000 200 T asid 40, 665
139, 733 20, 571 205, 733 24, 465
810, 133 126, 663 844, 533 148, 074
641, 067 191,422 503, 333 140, 169
Human. 803, 067 93, 964 699, 466 9, 265
ga}s, straw and rush 97, 694 21, 906 50, 841 116, 145
es: . -
Assand horse.............l....... 914, 433 133, 670 2,002, 266 386, 708
Buffaloand €OW...................... d 480, 400 107, 798 349, 200 74,372



4 SUPPLEMENT TO COMMERCE REPORTS

C'muae good& mclmiing rmpom, exported through Chinese Maritime Customa——

Continued
1922 1923
Articles
Quantity Value Quantity Value
$19, 371 633, 466 $13, 551
148,857 2,519 207,338
378,749 1,016, 266 862, 897
97, 442 373, 600 430, 637
11, 304 197, 866 13,191
742 165, 066 17,271
316, 196 7,463,733 , 802
11, 705 248, 400 21,468
y 1) B SRR 14, 091
108, 676 600 105, 793
3 1,927, 839 396, 701
6, 633, 066 438,411
g S R e 1,
- 23,670 38, 533 11, 524
363, 553 193, 466 214,977
43, 505 5,014, 133 340,488
, 509 364, 1 33,718
33, 523 2, 240, 400 23, 233
107, 431 7,730, 033 105, 949
770, 395 40, 047, 733 1, 285, 567
675, 107 12, 320, 266 570, 421
280, 499 14, 619, 466 y
90, 621 , 9088, 64, 574
25, 191 2, 518, 800 21, 338
33, 628 360, 133 40, 017
50 779 191, 600 25, 958
1,251,185 | 53,324, 000 . 1,316,729
253, 456 4,874, 533 275, 456
245,910 2,042, 533 154, 451
98, 918 549, 466 146, 703
5, 36, 220, 900 420,925
1,751,461 | 17,133, 066 415,023
42, 5, 200, 400 297, 850
347,823 9, 874, 800 179,195
164, 212 2, 074, 400 38, 521
31, 614 1,087, 200 26, 031
, 958 272, 533 12, 618
17,125 15,712 32,034
43, 595 16, 743 19, 879
23, 347 15, 644 18, 194
48, 988 5, 928 30, 704
49, 861 34,424 64, 152
3 134, 716 93,720
17, 144 21. 604 11,498
25, 009 18, 600 121,844
235, 364 63, 6564 79, 201
102, 214 17, 211 21,319
105, 019 26, 739 30, 932
11, 565 - 254,004 74, 995
402, 397 89, 152 660, 429
33,324 63, 362 24,173
120, 694 88, 068 105, 354
507, 771 766, 636 871,016
122,127 176, 583 251,443
2,340, 510 773, 566 1,918,178 752,319
280, 968 54,319 40,914 12,216
i 08 (411,404 , 1 406, 046 72, 262
C 48,421 14, 552 26, 459 11, 677
155, 195 128, 958 69, 028 58, 086
39, %7 i 46, 994 101, 168 160, 478
759, 873 139, 330 589, 897 153, 853
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Chinese goods, including reexports, é:cported through Chinesé Maritime Customs—

ontinued
1922 1923
Articles [
Quantity Value Quantity Value
Skins (fur)—Continued.
pounds.. 2,159, 190 $700, 036 2, 615, 960 $1, 163, 301
oz 174, 541 85, 707 184, 302 106, 163
182, 853 167, 780 233, 728 230, 858
56, 177 25,416 90, 151 65, 378
odd 16, 506 56, 478 10, 512 59,107
2, 156, 267 43, 541 2,938, 133 67,049
1, 462, 000 28, 220 1,915,133 35, 504
Stores, GOVernment. ... .. - cocoooci i 19/833 | o ARIVO 67,132
Straw braid:
Mottled. ... 4, 575, 333 1, 406, 400 4,770, 666 1,472, 525
‘White....... 2, 383, 867 1,172,433 2,752,133 1, 359, 168
‘Tallow, animal. 42, 667 3,737 523, 466 46, 049
PEBRLY. - oot 977,352 22, 886 887, 661 22,453
“Tobacco, prepared . HR s 8, 078, 000 1,613,999 8,712,133 1,747,921
“Turnips, 8alted. . -c- - zeemvmneccocanscna- doJ. . 857, 067 33,458 695, 200 27,252
Vegetables, salted . - - .- oooooood do.... 4, 264, 667 234,709 5, 583, 600 311, 236
‘Walnuts:
)T TERAN 3 O R oy B SN doZ.¢% 5,441, 867 378, 468 5, 368, 533 304, 203
ST N U R PR do.... 3, 206, 000 549, 035 2,009, 733 330, 990
“Wines, beer, spirits, etc.:
TS AL AR 1) B ¢ Y dozens. . 50, 832 72,360 81, 698 99, 572
W S‘amsllu L¢ 9, 520, 933 y 10, 624, 133 426, 439
ool:
Camel____.. w400 8% 8, 464, 267 1, 949, 002 6, 852, 533 1,759, 238
Gost..--.--- P 1, 795, 600 400, 439 1, 700, 133 396, 674
L R PR PR v 17 do....| 60,040,400 9,412, 302 52, 564, 000 7,751, 368
Postal parcels, not otherwise classified.........|-ccoocooeeoes 800, 889 |LLLLATTILIIEY 1,307, 770
v

In considering the data of the preceding table it should be remem-
bered that local values are mucﬁ less than destination values. In
1920 exports of local products amounted to over 44,000,000 taels;
in 1921 they totaled more than 63,000,000; in 1922, approximately
75,000,000; and in 1923 over 85,000,000. With the rise in prices
and the increase in demand, Chinese dealers have gone farther and
farther into the interior in search of native pro%iuce. The con-
tinuance of such a market may result in a favorable trade balance
for Tientsin within the next few years.

The exportation of carpets exceeded last year’s huge figures by
1,125,000 taels. There appears to be a large demand in the United
States. The severe washing test that most Tientsin carpets undergo
after arrival in the United States has made the local manufacturers
anxious to turn out a product in which dyes are guaranteed.

The exportation of furs was comparatively satisfactory through-
out 1923, considering the smallness of the stocks at the beginning of
the year. Parcel-post shipments, especially of high-priced furs,
recorded a considerable growth. Of the total of 13,578 parcels in
1920, 34,296 in 1921, 59,574 in 1922, and 76,930 in 1923, which
were sent abroad, the postal officials state that 80 per cent contained
furs. When trade conditions become normal, however, this trade
will probably revert to its former transportation outlets.

o bulk of the trade in fresh eggs, shipments of which reached
385,330,000 during 1923, is with Japan. TEe exportation of peanuts
almost doubled tﬁat of 1922. Licorice became an important com-
modity for shipment because of the resumption of purchases in the

United States. There was little business in linseed oil during 1923,.

accounted for by the prevailing high prices and the fall of linseed in
Europe.
1109—24——2
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6 SUPPLEMENT TO COMMERCE REPORTS

Declared Exports to the United States.

Exports to the United States ‘during 1923, as declared through the
American consulate at Tientsin, compare with those of 1922 as

follows:

Declared exports from Tientsin to the United States

1922 ' 1923
‘Items
Quantity Value Quantity Value
Art. works of, over 100 years old.. ... pounds. . 28, $56, 281 69, 116 $109, 952
...... L, [ T 2,094, 182 2, 272, 661 2, 166, 3, 327, 042
Oarpets and carpeting........... square yards. . 330, 2, 193, 785 4717, 3,174,315
gonon, ungtlssnulaotured, short staple. pounds. -| 20,209, 759 3, 525, 840 12, 733, 858 382,
44
Xr lbumen w5-40..33 30, 600 17,674 363, 250, 016
Yolks... +d0..33 800 8, 735 614, 010 157, 266
Feathers........ -do.... 80, 171 25, 516 31,116 21, 704
FFumiture, household, ete . . .............. 0. 44 , 596 50, 639 , 632 55, 878
urs: | :
Undressed— |
A A M N number-. . 710 521 1,798 | 3,130
Fox, other than silver or black...do.... 75, 033 549, 536 93, 266 | 695, 680
Hare, coney, and rabbit .......pounds.. 4,574 2,021 86,928 | 110, 534
T v R S -.number. . 1,371 21, 802 2, 318 ! 33, 087
Squirrel s 5 - --. i@ B8 £7 s s 024 1, 338, 929 1, 254, 469 1, 035, 212 094, 475
i Other. | 6L 5 fhivens 048 495, 427 3, 031, 220 3, 723, 206 4,178,779
ressed—
Fox, other than silver or black...do.... 1, 594 11,124 2, 608 17, 553
Other {._-do---. 615, 425 443, 279 841, 153 1, 352, 642
"""""""""""""" pounds.. 6, 483 Ly g R Ry
Manuiactuxes offursand fur skins.number. . 440, 915 949, 313 287, 385 639, 992
Anlmal— »
TR o o o - = i nis w2 et pounds.. 696, 434 449, 481 804, 283 667, 500
ORbEr 240, OJIT 52 (1L QLB do.... 2, 378, 265 818, 639 2, 000, 100 858, 403
n d0<-» - 266, 563 57, 635 168, 246 42, 209
3,975 602 % 84,109

Goatandiiid. . .. el oo

Licorice root:. .o ovnemnoai e
Natural-history specimens.
Oils, vegetable:

Chinese wood, nut or tung........, gallons...

3,393, 962
4,531, 113
200

8,671

160, 767 174, 277
8,729 | 1,769,780 74,093
26,630 | 2,981,936 103, 701
10,964 117, 3,155
1T e A 32, 792
632, 506 884, 361 1,056, 181
24, 981 6, 671 39, 169
1,567,000 | = 553, 816, 440 1,887, 225
277,080 | 1,245,170 194, 155
122,323 768, 000 100, 568
9,979,695 | 40,604, 561 8, 088, 662
6, 699 13, 765 3, 522

900, 154 170, 724

300, 757 308, 892 164, 781
7rasel). 0T 10 177, 729
30,528,656 |- .ol 82, 576,722
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American goods to the value of only $6,586 were returned in 1923,
decreasing from $150,726 in the previous year.

Declared exports from Tientsin to the Philippine Islands in 1923
amounted to $388,282, compared with $210,926 in 1922. The prin-
cipal items were: Coal (black and culm), 37,760 tons, valued at
$178,439 in 1923, against 36,950, worth $187,626, the preceding year;
cement, 14,500 tons, with a value of $173,476, ‘and bricks and tiles,
729 tons, worth $23,311. The value of returned goods was recorded
as $648 in 1923 and $1,603 in 1922.

Declared exports to Hawaii totaled $13,714, compared with $1,641
in 1922. Shipments of oriental and other carpets and rugs, not made
on a power-driven loom, reached 1,000 square yards, valued at $6,215,
a decided increase from 192 square yards, worth $1,173 during the
previous year.

Imports into Tientsin.

Business men, without exception, attribute the decline in imports—
from $100,364,100 in 1922 to $84,237,157 in 1923—to the uncertainty
of the political situation in the interior, and to the resulting lack of
confidence of the Chinese buying community. In 1923 a larger pro-
portion of foreign imports was sent to places adjacent to Tientsin,
regarded as safe, than to such outlying districts as Honan, Kansu,
and Turkestan, where conditions were less stable. 4

The principal imports into Tientsin, as assembled by the Chinese
Maritime Customs, are shown in the following table: ’

Principal tmports into T'ientsin

1922 1923
Items
Quantity Value Quantity Value
COTTON GOODS
Not dyed:
Cambrics, lawns, and muslins...... pieces. - 26, 060 $62, 742 39,033 $107, 042
" TS R S .40 g 108, 790 482, 047 39,710 195, 401
186, 880 866, 265 172, 513 812, 240
339, 018 1, 584, 696 56, 811 303, 194
445, 902 2, 258, 245 474,337 | 2,430,376
402, 834 2, 570, 065 365, 081 2,275,728
13,976 109, 820 9, 802 72, 611
208, 161 694, 022 160, 320 576, 977
Dyed:
Cambrics, lawns, and muslins 5, 100 36,125 10, 300 74,125
(TP AN O S R e w..do. . 73,314 685, 060 64, 484 488, 949
234,702 1,152, 349 190, 236 902, 186
31,003 400, 291 23,321 269, 430
21, 885 199, 448 39, 573 27, 33
53,482 275, 007 65, 6656 347,817 .
89, 288 764, 995 116, 556 879, 834
14, 656 60, 067 13,877 57, 966
22,121 86, 983 17,381 57,208
147,067 488, 408 121, 849 396, 938
49, 498 664, 332 69, 536 706, 586,
311,130 76, 863 189, 594 53,481
Printed: A
. Plain cotton prints and shirtings. . _pieces.. 288, 040 1, 302, 469 248, 583 1,012, 910,
Sateen, rep, etc e 7, 565 65, 955 25, 892 199, 514
Blankets. ..-......--. -.pounds... 138, 155 51,519 313,332 101, 612
Flannelettes. .. .. TV TGN T RO - T e O L L e 351,431
Stockinet or knitted tissue, napped. . .pounds.. 68, 933 29, 268 177, 200 92,
Velvets and velveteens _.yards.. 658, 567 372,927 687, 043 289, 261
e T S S R R RS Sy i e 192, 870 3 157,235
Cotton yarn....... pounds..| 26,110, 666 10, 071, 416 16,344,265 | . 6,342,438
Cotton-and-wool unions:
Coatings, suitings, trouserings, and vest- y
B R e i oo o S 5 b yards__ 172, 581 212,089 123,674 186,022
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Principal imports into Tientsin—Continued

1022 1923

Ttems
Quantity Value Quantity Value

METALS AND MINERALS

rass and yellow Y
sheem and plstes ................. pounds..

3

$97, 361 -
22,924

g

440, 902
21,360

‘uh‘
85 B8

58

g
g 33 spussuIER &3 a2

5

49, 211
697, 307
157, 328

56,
138, 617

70,

83,
76, 121
438, 681

59, 324
76, 429

201, 285
87, 907

o
S5

S22

“
=
’
ES
19,0 16999 90 1R e
]
£

g
g

£
2
it

o BRgeeemoep B
EBES

28
S
g

oo
3

8: 3 55
E 35 5B rasEsEsEs NS 58

2,737, 236, 135
977, 467 48,749

§
2
g
2
:g

.............. 108 877

148,914,533 | 5,339,552 | 141,339,466 5,220, 844
123, 867 1,483 | 47,290,133 1, 008, 688
.............. 141, 932

AT 1R G 138, 334
3, 065, 366

107, 657

589
113,418
1, ﬁ& 074

mlmber..

nummdmg
ber manufactures, exclusive o( tires ..............

Pl;&% boilers, turbines, ete. .. -~ |-~ --wooooooon
“Machines, spinning.- L § i
1 Exclusive of crueibles reported in pounds.
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Principal imports into Tientsin—Continued

1022 1923
Items .
Quantity Value Quantity Value
sUNDRIES—continued
Match-making materials:
PhoSphorous. . - cccvmunocasannnsss 261, 067 $86, 711 173, 200 $50, 977
Potash, chlorate of.-.- - 1, 239, 200 193, 831 1,033, 466 76, 509
ax, paraffin_ ... 4,938, 533 200, 714 5,249, 600 198, 687
‘Wood splints.. ... 6, 833, 467 105, 100 7,301, 122,
B et Pl i+ =1 Rl 1 PR 813, 596
Milk, condensed, in 881,733 115, 144 1, 048, 800 170, 204
MITTOrS, JADAMESO. - - < nm oz - mamdmmmpiz=azmms ol === gn =g gt 63, 548 [ o bt ampiinas! 93, 007
%I iele\‘lles 671,378 195, 247 915, 984 256,
Engine, mineral .- - - - <o -ooonz--o- gallons. . 902, 302 295, 359 1,276,494 368,032
Kerosene, American.._.. American gullons.. 33, 544, 393 7, 242, 356 27,337,078, 6,012, 495
p%snk-nom, unsi ed ....................... 111, 035
Cigarette, on bobbins........--.--- unds. 132,114
Medium-grade cap, whlte or colored..do. .. 330, 107
Packing and wrapping, brown or colored
..pounds.. 1,711,867 98,969
s...do.| 15,244 818, 304
2, 275 067 g 230, 370
) 126, 623
110, 196
04, 243
' 430,018
.............. 1, 060, 775
? 276, 595
495,747
162, 084
156, 423
564
giA
7!
170,013
110,
686, 011
690,
2,827,773
500,
159,469
160, 854
0 97,1966
‘Vehicles i
Blcycles, materials for making. - -« - -----a|oaiianiaooao ) 112,673
Jinricshas, materials for making......--i.s 2 213,645 |aan--naisn-sen 129, 333
MOtOr CArS. - aoccaemommzmmmmmm== 478,679 | 4 405 . . ', gi
Motor cm'a and lgm’ts ol o 2 102,134 | oo -acieaaes P
Tramway materials........—--- 38,683 |eorrremad P-4 779,138
W lnel, beer, splrm, . .
beer. ln bottles dozen quarts.. 48,166 84, 040 | 38, 585 71,231
ghkky, in bottles. . -a-vamcnmmraaznn- e 9, 360 90, 527 7,210 91, 025
vusl. .. A JES T I A RR U 23 B 5 T RN 205,000 {lol.looiacoe 95, 509
Coaéoo ngs, sultinss, trouserings, and vest-
.............................. yards.. 55, 427 131,314 126, ggg 3 266,475
T‘{. ................... 4y 46, 449 64, 102 54, 78,493
olen and worsted yarn and cord i )
..... unds. . 163, 867 141, 503 510, 600 358, 087
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Untxl recently the trade in piece goods in Tientsin was sufficient to
justify direct ealings with foreign markets. The spirit of caution
nlg ndered by the mlhtary situation in the interior, however, has
forced the Chmese merchants to inaugurate a hand-to-mouth policy
of buying from Shanghai. Of the piece goods received during’ the
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%ear under review, 64 per cent came from Japan, 33 [')19}1; cent from Great
ritain, and 3 per cent from the United States. ese figures com-
pare with an average annual percentage for the four years 1919 to
1922, as follows: Japan, 65 per cent; Great Britain, 27 per cent;
and the United States, 8 per cent. The decrease in 1923, compared
with 1922, amounted to 353,566 pieces of six standard types of cotton
piece goods, distributed as follows: United States, more than 44 per
cent; Japan, over 36 per cent; and Great Britain, 18 per cent.
There was an astonishing increase recorded for imports of foreign |
flour and foreign wheat. A decline of almost 3,000,000 taels occurred
in the value of minerals and metals imported, largely the result of the |
decrease in copper ingots, slabs, and iron rails. The indigo market
was characterized by a gradual rise in prices throughout the year—
occasioned by the shortage of German stocks caused by the grench
occupation of the Ruhr. Increased arrivals from Switzerland,
America, and Great Britain partly made up the deficiency. Business
in most colors of aniline dyes is still largely controlled g’y Germans.

Imports from the United States.

The oriental import trade with the United States is graduall
decreasing year by year, due largely to credit conditions under which
the American article is sold and also to lack of interest in developing
trade except in years when there is a surplus of goods. Germans
and the British, on the other hand, need business to keep their fac-
tories going and are willing to make quotations in China at prices
just sufficient to cover overhead at home. In dealing with the
Chinese the German is more successful because he takes the trouble
to cultivate them, the Britisher less so, and the American least of all.
In many cases Germans ship goods on consignment, simply drawing
on the importer for freight. In other cases they extend credits up
to as much as a year and sometimes two years. Many British firms
are shipping goods to China on what is known as documentary credit.

e American manufacturer, on the other hand, almost without
exception demands cash documents. The Chinese will always ask
for credit from the foreign importing firm because of the high rates of
interest—from 12 to 18 per cent—prevailing in China. There is a
tendency, moreover, toward the elimination of the foreign middleman
in the treaty ports, and, therefore, it is more than ever important to
establish relations with native dealers.

Agriculture and Mining.

In the Tientsin consular district—comprising the Provinces of
Chihli, Shansi, and Honan north of the Yellow River—the 1923 har-
vests were generally normal. An accurate estimate of the crop pro-
duction, however, is not possible, because of the paucity of data con-
cerning crops in China.

Interior cotton prices in all sections showed an advance of 20 to 30
per cent over last year’s quotations. Crop conditions were very
reassuring until the first shipments arriving from the interior were
reﬁorted as of very poor quality, attributed to heavy rains., Still
other cotton from other sections suffered from the lack of rain.
Notwithstanding the inferior quality, the increase of shipments into
Tientsin exceeded that of any previous year, 468,000 piculs having
been brought into the port under transit pass and 515,800 under
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mative customs documents. The number of bales received by the
Tientsin Cotton Testing House—631,000 Chinese bales—was in excess
of the number conditioned and retested in 1922—626,046—as well

| as that of provision years.

Stocks of cotton were very low at the end of 1922 and by June, 1923,

| they were almost exhausted. 'The Japanese earthquake brou ht mer-
chants from that country into the market as heavy buyers. In addi-

tion, short cotton crops were reported in America. Prices, accord-
ingly, went as high as 43 taels per picul. Chinese cotton dealers sold

|to Japanese buyers cotton which tgey had contracted for delivery to
| foreign firms.

There are no government, ﬁgll)lres for the 1923 mining output of the
rovince 21 coal deposits were opened;

at Thsien and Laiyuan, 2 lead; and at Chien-an, 1 gold. 'Pottery
earth of a superior grade was found in the district of Fangshen.  One
g %sum mine at Pingminghsien began operations.

he Kailan Mining Administration is the largest coal-mining enter-
prise in China. It is a Sino-British project, under British control and
management, and produces bituminous coal. Its output in 1923
amounted to 4,495,962 long tons, compared with 3,660,090 in 1922.
Sales increased from 2,988,133 tons in 1922 to 4,243,609 in 1923.
The business of the administration rapidly recovered from the
strike which broke out in the mines and at the loading port of Chin-
wangtao during the autumn of 1922. As a result of the strike, the
administration be%fan an intensive study of problems concerning its
employees. A welfare department was installed and a man especially
acquainted with Chinese customs and characteristics was appointed
to take charge of this work., =

‘Transportation and Shfpping.

There are only two railways into Tientsin from the principal
\districts concerned in the trade of the port—the Tientsin-Pukow
Railway and the Peking-Mukden. These two lines, however, connect
fwith the Peking-Suiyuan, Peking-Hankow, and the Cheng-Tai
‘Railway, the last named tapping the Province of Shansi and con-
necting with the Peking-Hankow Railway at Shihchiachuang in
central Chihli.

The Hai Ho, navigable as far as Tientsin, is the only river of the
district which is open to ocean-going vessels. All of the streams,
hovgever, are of some importance in affording desirable facilities for
trade.

October 29 the Tombs Bend cutting in the Hai Ho was opened,
shortening the distance from Taku Bar to Tientsin by approximately
5,000 yards, and eliminating one of the most dangerous bends in the
iver. The speed of the river’s flow was thus increased and, with the
sistance of an ice breaker, it is now possible to keep the harbor
ee from ice during the entire winter—thus obviating the necessity of
American manufacturers estimating their transshipments at Shanghai
or Chinwangtao for materials consigned to points in North China
uring the months when the river is supposed to be frozen over.
~ The Hai Ho Conservancy Board has made considerable progress
during the past year, increasing the signaling depth at Taku Bar
Hrom 8 feet 3 inches T. D. to 10 feet 3 inches T. D. It is expected
t during 1924 as much as 20 feet will be recorded at Taku, that
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18 feet will be normal; and that ships drawing 16 feet will be able to
oross the bar at anytime.  The Chihli River Commission was
appointed during the year for the purpose of studying that river
system.

In November a fleet of six Chinese steamers started an irregular
service between Tientsin and Kobe, carrying export bulk cargo in
competition with Japanese steamers.

o tonnage entered and cleared for the port of Tientsin durin
1923 aggregated 3,853,831 tons, re resenting 2,900 vessels, compare
with 3,628,630 tons, in 2,812 vessels, during 1922—a gain of 225,201
tons and 88 vessels. The British took the lead from the Japanese
with a tonnage of 1,220,741, representing & carrying trade to the
value of 97,500,000 taels. = Under the Japanese flag was transported
a total of 1,202,564 tons, valued at 86,500,000 taels. The Chinese
tonnage advanced from 650,194 in 1922 to 714,427 in 1923, the last
year’s figure representing 41,500,000 taels. The number of vessels
under the American flag increased from 64 to 03, and the tonnage
from 266,869 to 390,396, but the value decreased ap roximate%y
4,500,000 taels.. Germany came fifth, with 48 wvessels, carr ing
207,844 tons, valued at 3,000,000 taels in 1923, compared with 20
vessels, aggregating 77,216 tons, worth 1,500,000 taels in 1922. The
decline in markets for wool, cotton, and linseed accounted for the
diminution of direct clearance by all countries except Japan.

O
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