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Research Question Key Finding

Most Spanish-speaking parents who received early formal support during the school choice process were more
aware of a wider range of options, and often sent their children to higher opportunity magnet or suburban Open
Choice schools.

How does the type of support Spanish-speaking parents receive influence their school choices?

Background Motivation Su pporting Findings

School choice is one of the more current education reform movementsin the The Hartford region has a relatively robust school

United States, which often uses a market based approach to provide racial choice system, but researchers have identified that
integration or consumer-style choices in publiceducation in an effort to improve English Language Learner (ELL) students are

school quality, sometimes both. underrepresented in area magnet schools.
Connecticut has seen a substantial increase in inter district magnet schools over

the past 15 years with 45 in operation all over the state. The Greater Hartford

region has seen the largest number of racially integrated magnet schools with ELL Student % By School Type

some located in Hartford, and others located in the surrounding suburban towns.

These schools boast special themes like: Environmental Science, Montessori, and o0 1 Magnet
or Open
Arts. Choice
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e 2006 Sheffv. O’'Neill lawsuit: The court ruled that the de-facto racial
segregation within publicschools was unconstitutional and the State of 30
Connecticuthad alegal obligation to remedy it.
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addition to suburban inter-district school transfers.
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Segregated district schools. This graph shows that of the schools mentioned in interviews, HPS district

schools serve a disproportionately high percentage of ELL students compared to

3 Tier School Choice System for Hartford Families magnet and Open Choice schools.

1) City and suburban families can apply to attend inter-district magnet schools
and Open Choice suburban schools, operated as a lottery by RSCO. These

schools are considered high opportunity since they serve a more racially and Resea rCh DESign
socioeconomically diverse student bodly.

2) HPS district choice, allows city families to apply to a school outside of their Target Population
neighborhood, but usually without special themes, extra resources, or free Spanish-speaking parents of school age children
transportation. who live in Hartford

3) Families who do not secure a seat in either choice program above fall into the
third-tier, and are placed wherever HPS has space to accommodate them. Research sites

e The Centerfor Latino Progress- Park Street Hartford, CT
 Hartford Public Library- Park Street Hartford, CT

School Demographics: % Hispanic, Black, White, & Other
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District School & Open Choice Parent
The HPS district schools: Burns, Belizzi, Kennelly, and Moylan have
approximately 90% Hispanic or Black student population, which Private School Parent
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qualifies these schools as hyper-segregated by race.
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