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MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 23 RESIST STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING IN NEW YORK CITY

ATTENDING

Steering Committee: Tony Avirgan, Noam Chomsky, Bill Davidon, Florence Howe,
Frank Joyce, Louls Kampf, Paul lauter, Dick Mumma, Dick Ohmann, Grace Paley, Dan
Stern, Bob Zevin

Area Paople: George and Hilde Hein, Hugh Matthews, Wayne O'Neil, Saul Slapikoff

Office staff: Carrie Hatch, Todd Manley, Bob Parsons, Arlene Siegel, Chris Stevens

MORNING SESSION

Area people and office staff came in at the beginning of the meeting. They
explained that they had decided they should participate in the meeting because dis-
cussion of programs had always been open to everyone working in RESIST, because they
felt they had a positive contribution to make, and because their futures were to be
decided. Noam responded that he felt the Steering Cormittee had decided they needed
to get themselves togeiher, as area people and staff had done at their meetings.

Bob Parsons then presented his proposal, supported by the office staff and area
people, that RESIST concentrate on and greatly intensify support of local organizing
projects: We should supply local orgenizers with lots of printed materials and
organizing kits on topics such as the draft, giant corporations. and the like. Area
people should be in telephone contact with groups and try to help them through their
crises perhaps by suggesting a shift in focus; this might be followed up with a visit
by a RESIST person with experience that relates to the group's needs. This work will
help us give local groups more political thrust; will provide area people with on-
going political work; and will help us to push national programs, since we'll know
which groups will find particular programs relevant to them.

Parsons added that this program probably could have been acted on in the past.
Noam said that Bob meant that people should be doing their iobs - better. Ohmann
asked what should not have been done in the past, in order to give area people time
for such support work. Hilde responded that it's a matter of a change in emphasis,
and that the proposal just provides a general guideline for where RESIST should put
its energies. Grace said that area people are really talking about organizing rather
than being contacts. lorence argued that one cannot be a problem solver for groups
over the phone -~ one has to be in the field.

Paul said that Tob's description of RESIST is really appropriate for a membership
organization: RESIST was not conceived as such and has no members or chapters. In a
membership organization people move in and out of the field and in and out of the
organizational structure; the organization has a national office, regional travelers,
and chapter members. RESIST is not such a group. But it has another set of functions.
especially funding. To say RESIST should be something else avoids the problem., How
can one have a democratic organization which raises money from liberals to give to
radicals? Parson's paper really implies that RESIST should be a membership organization.

Stern said that the thrust of anti-draft work was over and that RESIST has to
find a new thrust, since one cannot work on all fronts. Work against repression or
against the giant corporations are two possibilities. If RESIST is to play a
coordinating function, the movement must have a thrust. As for telephone organizing,
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Dan wondered how politically sophisticated the area people and staff are. He sug-
gested that an internal education program is necessary and that two area people and
one staff person be added to the ‘Steering Committee.

Saul noted that area people are not needed for fund raising. Paul demurred,
saying that area people still have the role of establishing financial support bases
for local groups. This is often done when, in checking on a funding re-uest, the
area person finds out who's real in an area; this is independent of program.

Frank stated that if Parson's proposal is taken as something new, it has no
politics at all (just what groups do we support?), and we ought to do without area
people and staff. If the proposal says "we should do what we ought to have teen
doing all along," then what is the discussion about?

Parsons said the proposal is an admonition to do things we haven't been doing.
Only when we work at it will we find out whether it is posecible; in terms of time
and energy, to do both the type of work outlined in the proposeal and that necessary
for national programs.

Hilde said that the problem has been that RESIST has no political line or program:
if it develops this, area people and staff will not he working on an ad hoc bheasis.
Louis said if that's the case, area people and stalf shoald be coming up with
analyses and programs.

Bill Davidon asked what the staff and area people are ready to do: push the
Panther petition, G.Il. materials, new irformation on the NIF, G.I. legal materials?
He felt that unless we are able to do these &kinds of things and work on propcsals
RESIST should just be a fund-raising and funding organization.

The area people and office staff then left, so that the Steering Committee
could meet alone.

PARTTAL REPORT ON THE CLOSED MEETING

The Steering Committee met alone for four hours. Paul has the minutes from
this meeting; ke will telephone Steering Committee rembers who missed the meeting
to discuss it with them.

When the staff and area people returned to the meeting Paul summarized csome of
the points that had been discussed: Moving the national office to Philadelphia is
being considered, The decision on this is partially dependent upon who is chosen as
the new Associzte National Director and on the availanility of staff and area people.
Louis wants to resign as Associate National Director and will arrange for either Doug
McCay o Wayne O'Neil to become acting Associate National Direclor until a permanent
replacement is found. (Doug McCay subseruently accepted this responsibility.) Thre
new Associate National Director will be a person wiih a depth of movement experience,
who will work full time in the national office and will be ir chzrge of the execution
of political programs at the staff level, A final decision has not yet been made
as to who will fill this position; anyone with someone to recommend for it shonld
be in touch with Paul soon.

Following this report the regular business meeting took place.



FUND RAISING

We will gend a fund-raising mailing to the Newsletter mailing list. The cover-
ing letter should say that there is great ferment, people should he aware of it, and
it needs money. We will tell them the total amount needed for funding reruests
waiting to be acted upony say how much each person should contribute, and ask that
those who can give more since some people won't be able to contribute. The letter
should be positive and note that people have been giving generously - it's just
that activity has been increasing so ouickly and larger amounts are needed.

The letter will be drafted by Paul; he will also sign it. A list of the
funding requests should be included; the staff will write a 2-3 sentence descripticon
of each one. People will be invited to become regular pledges and will be asked to
send us names of other people to whom we could send this mailing. A return envelope
will be included. The mailing will be sent on January 2.

FUNDING

Since we really don't have any money, very few srants were made. Most re~uests
will be held over until the January meeting; by then we hope to have raised much of
the needed money from the fund-raising mailing to our Newsletter list. Those re-
auesting funding in December will be sent trief notes explaining why they'll have
to wait until mid-January for a decision.

The following grants were made. They will be sent as soon as the money is
available.
A Four-Year Bummer: $25/month for January February and March
Richard Chase Defense Committee: $100
Youth Interest Program (YiP): 425 if they can't raise it locally

The recuest for the C.C.C.0.-Fort Dix Counselling Center was turned down.

REPRESSION

Frank Joyce reported on the Mobe Cleveland meeting, at which the MobLe decided
to move into anti-repression work. Their anti-repression task force is Alan Brick,
Mary Moylan, and Rennie Davis-Frank Joyce (sharing one position), At a subsequent
meeting in New York City the following actions were agreed upon: The task force
will work around genocide, the Panthers, and a related action at the United Nations.
A letter will go out about this, and there will be a press conference to announce it.
Trudi Young will be added to the Mobe staff as coordinator of anti-repression work.
The task force will also encourage the organizing of activities focusing on the end
of the Conspiracy trial: when the jury goes out people on campuses and in community
centers could have various events such as juries about the 60's, festivals of life,
ete.

Bob Zevin described Schoenmann's Commission of Incuiry and Clergy & Iaymen's
and the ILaw Center's idea of taking depositions about war crimes and filing law
suits against the U,S., government for damages and war crimes. The two might be
combined, and the Steering Committee agreed that Zevin will continue trying to
bring about such a merger of these projects.

Grace described the political prisoners' vigil taking place in New York City
Christmas week.
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Todd mentioned the trial of Jim Hayes, scheduled for January, and the mock trial
to be held at M,I,T., which is a possible model for those trying to plan an event
coinciding with the end of the Congpiracy trial.

PANTHER POSTER

Distribution centers for the poster will be PAR, RESTST, someone in Chicago
(NUC?), end someone on the West Coast. The petition on the poster ealling for an
investigation is no longer appropriate. Noam will write a letter giving it another
interpretation; this will be circulated with the poster.

We will prepare an anti-repression kit organized around the Panther poster.
It will include Noam's letter and all or some of the following materials: suggestions
on how to use the poster, a reduced version of the Conspiracy's peorle's iuries
proposal; background papers on repression by Frank Joyce; a write-up of the white
community's reaction to the ILos Angeles police~Panther shoot.out; Dick IMlack's
model for anti-repression teech-ins; and Howard Zinn's couvrse outline on repression.
(Other materials are also welcome - send us any you congider anpropeiats - immnedi-
ately if not sooner!) Arlene volunteered to be responsible for getting the kit
together; she will work on this with Dick Mumma, wno is alzo coordinating anti-
repression orgenizing cn several other fronts., The kit will be rent to RESIST
and PAR contacts, It will be offered to the Mobilization,. Moratorium, and NUC
offices. The area people and steering commitliee will do some follicv.up work to
see how those who received the kit are using it and to eanconrage orzanizing around
relevant local issues. PAR will be invited to co-sponsor the kit with RESIST.

The Panther poster will be sent to each person on the Newsletter mailing list
with a special Newsletter on reprecsion, -faich will try to ouvline some of the
things that have been done and could be orzanized and will include some of the
materials from the anti-repression kit.

ANTT-DRAFT WORK

The Philadelphia Resistance is planning to take to the Justice Department in
January the draft cards it already has and those it will be receiving in response
to its "Call to Resist Military Conscription.”

At its Cleveland meeting the Mobe appointed a draft and G.I. task force; it
will be meeting in Philadelphia on January 3, and RESIST will be represented.

People agreed that by March students will really understand that the lottery
is a fraud. We should have a program that responds to that realization. Mitch,
Tony, Bill, and Wayne will work out a proposal on the draft to be considered at
the next Steering Committee meeting. Paul will work on the text of an ad about
the lottery.

THE LYND PROPOSAL

Dan spoke against the part of the proposal recommending attendance at share-
holders' meetings which he sees as unresponsive to the needs of workers. Florence
replied that this is not the emphasis of the proposal: pickets outside the meetings
are more important, as is organizing among people in their places of work and
educating those at colleges and universities about their school's investments.
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Liberation is sponsoring & meeting in Boston on December 27 to discuss plans
for work egainst General Electric. Dan and Arlene will attend.

The Committee of Returned Volunteers is planning to concentrate on Gulf.

The Mobe has chosen April 15 as a central date for its activities around the
Lynd proposal.

NUC has asked RESIST to fund a person working in their office as Iynd proiect
coordinator and resesrcher. After some discussion about relative priorities in
our present financial situation; pecople agreed that we would guarantee $150 for
January and discuss further funcding of the coordinetor at the January Steering
Committee meeting. At that time we will alsc have a more complete discuscsion of
the #2tire TLynd proposal than has been possible to dete.

*%xxTHE NEXT MEETING WILL BE IN NEW YORK CITY ON SUNDAY, JANJARY 18wt
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Temy Avirxgan
&00 Kirvk Avenue
Syracuse, New York 13200

315-675-3384

Bell Chevigany
112 West 8lst St,

New York, New York 19013
212/864-6876

Noam Chomaky

15 Suzanne Road
Lexingten, Masza. 02173

617/364-690C %7819
617/862--6160 C(hone)

Judy Chomsky

8120 New Second St.
Zlkins Park, Pa., 19117
213/635-4006

311 Davidom

1 College Lane
Hawverford, Pa. 13041
215/649-96G0 x z51
215/645-615% (home)

Mitchell Goodman
19 Brock St,
Brooklime, Mass.
617/739-1016

A2146

Florence Howe

College at 0ld Westbury-SUNY

Box 219
01ld Westbury, NY 11568

Frank Joyce

20024 Renfraw
Detroit, Mich, 48221
313/861-6991 (friends)
313/864-2796 (home)

Dounald Kalish

15142 Mulholland Dr.
Los Angeles, Ca. %0024
213/472-0194%

Hang Koningsberger
17 Joy Street
Bostom, Mazs. 02114
617/227-1582 (houe)

Paul Lauter

73 lake Road

Manhaseez, New York 11030
516~26%9-8054 (homs)
212/924-8032/8033 (USSF)
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Kichard Oumany;

Figh St
Middletown, Conn, 06457
203/367-9411 %491

203/347-3680 Chome)

race Faley
126 West 11th St,
NYC, NY 1001l
212/WA 9-490% (home)
212/933-5120 {Peace Center)

Clsydetiz Pipar

174 Aubura Street
Cambridge, Mase. 02136
617/847-0282 (hows)
61775369219 (Free Precs)

Rarbara Wzbster

214 West 2lst St,

New York, New York 1001}
212/243-8728 (hoxe)

Robert Zevin
MacKintesh Laone
Lincoln, iMaes. 01773
617/259-9330

Detroit, Mich. 43102
31373414728 {houne)
313/873~343% (work)

Kernieth Hale

21 Wheeler Road
Lexington, Mass. 02173
617/864-5900 % 3228
617/881-8)664 (homa)

Hilde Hein

12 Falrmont Ave,
Newton, Mage. 023158
617/969-6527

Doug McKay
21 Rockladge Road

/43

Wayaa C'Neiil

&7 Grove Hill Ave.
ewton, Mass. 02160
617/864-06200 x&45
617/ 264=3788 {home)

Sue Rozen

53 Lindza St.
Brookline, Mass. 02148
617/731-6139

Hank Rogemont

10 Hellside Terraca
Lexf{mgton, Mass. 07173
617/866-6900 x59%3
017/861-85%63 (home)

Wendy Batgon

7 Putpam Street
Somerville, Magg., 072142
617/625-6231 (home)
regist=491-8077-76

Jennifer Piley

7 Putnam Street
Somerville, Msss. 02143
©17/62%-5231 (howe)
617/4691=8077-76

Todd Manley

508 Green St.
Cambridge, Mass, 02139
617/491-5076
617/661-9882

frances Pubanks

347 Beacon St.
Sowmerville, Mass, 02143
617/876-6749
617/491-8077-76

RBarry Wingard

Perkine

Somerville, Mass. 021:3
617/625-6486

Shawm Donovaa

Newtor: Highlands, Mupa. 02168 92 Glaybourme

617/332-21%9
Hubert Matthews

20D 102 MIT

Cambricdge, Mass. 0Z139
617/864-5900 w2357
817/536-5%0¢ (hone)

rcherter, Mass. 02124
288-9457

cene Siegel
4 River Straet
.ambridge, Mass. 02139
no phone
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