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i:xr⇒~~~)j AROUND THE WORLD __ 

Poland's Future Looms with Uncertainty 
LISA KOENIG 

Although its been over three years 
since the birth of Solidarity, and two and a 
half years since martial law was impos
ed, the Poland of I 984 is in a state of 
undeclared warfare. The Solidarity 
movement in Poland seems to have met 
the same fate as the uprisings in 
Hungary in 1956 and Czechoslovakia in 
1968: it's just one more enthusiastic 
mass movement which has been crushed 
by the might of Communist tanks. 

Economically, Poland remains in a 
disastrous state. Industrial production 
levels are abysmal
ly low, agriculture 
is stagnating, 
prices have climbed 
steadily and steep
ly, and food sup
plies are scare. Last 
year, real incomes 
fell by ten percent, 
and better than 
one-third of the 
popu lation now 
lives below the 
poverty level. Last 
November, a third 
set of price in
creases was impos
ed since martial 
law was declared in 
December 1981. 
And, of course, 
Poland is still 
billions of dollars 
in debt. 

In the midst of 
this economic 
nightmare, General 
Wojciech 
Jaruzelski's govern
ment is outwardly 

confident. ln many 
ways the government's power has in
creased although martial law was officia
ly lifted in July 1983. A constitutional 
amendment passed last July granted the 
Premier the ability to declare a state of 
emergency whenever necessa ry and the 
definition of "antistate" activities was 
broadened. 

Solidarity no longer poses the threat it 
once did since it was forced under
ground and then subjected to serious 
repr isals. The Pope's visit last June went 
better than many officials predicted and 
helped give Jaruzelski's rule the stamp 
of legitmacy. Yet many within Poland 

PETER LIMNIOS 

condemn the lifting of martial Jaw as an 
empty gesture. 

Last July, Jaruzelski assuredly 
predicted that "hope is returning to 
Poland." Yet behind this facade of secur
ity, he must realize the problem his rule 
has caused for the Polish Communist 
Party. An article published last summer 
in the Communist paper Rzcezpospollta 
noted that Poland's Communist Party 
was threatened by " internal opposition" 
seeking to return to the "system of 
government that existed in the 'good old 
times' before August 1980." Hard liners 
within the Party believe that Jaruzelski 

is not doing enough and they provide a 
potential challenge to his rule. 

The actual ruler of Poland is the 
military, not the Communist Party. Peter 
H.S.Tang, in h is article "Experiments in 
Communism: Poland," wr ites that 
··Jaruzelski's military rule represents not 
only a war against his people but a war 
against his Party." The use of the · 
military to save the Party-state destroyed 
the leoitimacv of Communism in 
Poland. His maneuvers clearly 
demonstrated that the Party had no 
other means to maintain its control. As 
a result. accordinq to Tang, the Com-

Ongoing Considerations of World Goings-on 

I. Regarding advertising: TV labotomizes. Advertising makes 
the population hungry, like fish who need hooks. The 
urge to buy terror izes you (seen written on a wall 
somewhere). Intelligence is the fear of advertising. 

Regarding war: War should go to prison. If you think war is a 
dream, try waking up. War is the breath of death. War is 
rather unintelligent. Peace is not a goal - it is a by
product. War is the game that plays the grown up 
children (being grown up, nobody wins). If you are still 
there after a nuclear war, stand up and die. War is a 
forever foolish folly. If we kill the planet, who is going to 
take care of the funeral costs. To prevent nuclear war, 
wake up. (in case of a nuclear attack, close eyes and 
dream) 

II. Regard ing conventions: Everything is free, you just can't 
take it. Underneath my clothes I am naked. We don't 
know the whole story usually. Shaving makes people 
look more the same. Make underarm deoderant that 
smells like perspiration. Failure involves accepting 
the norms of success. 

Regarding sexism: If men want to understand women, men 
should wea r dresses and skirts. 

Regarding morality: The moral majority is the punch line. 
Insanity is when someone is convinced that they are 
totally wrong and morality is when someone is con 
vinced that they are totally right. 

Ill. And what to do: Learning is change. America - love it or 
leaflet it. We are all serving each other. 

munist experiment in Poland has suf
fered from self-inflicted harm and 
suicidal damage: 

The future of Solidarity is indeed 
gloomy. The granting of the Nobel 
Peace Prize to its leader Lech Walesa in 
October 1983 will not be able to save 
the withering movement. (l.S. News and 
World Report writes that Walesa's Peace 
Prize "is a psychological boost, yet it is 
of little concrete help to the dispirited 
and scattered Solidarity movement he 
helped found." Solidarity's leadership 
has been destroyed by arrests, govern
ment offers of amnesty to those forsak
ing the cause and by the inactivity and 
exile of its members. 

The remaining skeleton underground 
movement rallied little support on 
August 31st when it cal led for 
demonstrations to mark its third an
niversary. Although Poles took to the 
streets in eight major cities to show they 
had not forgotten Solidarity, it was 
nonetheless a fact that their numbers 
were smaller than on last year's anniver
sary and government forces had little 
difficulty dispersing the crowds. Walesa 
is aware of Solidarity's weakness and 

has changed his line since the Pope con
demned his militant stand as an 
obstacle to improving Poland·s domestic 
situation. Since then, Walesa has kept a 
low profile and has urged workers to 
suspend the movement until the Com
munist system "will choke on itself and 
another explosion will come.·· 

Even though Solidarity is dying, its 
fundamental successes can not be ig
nored. It may have failed to change 
significantly the Communist rule, but it 
kept alive the hope for change in 
Poland. A whole generation of Poles has 
now been raised under the Communist 
system. "Solidarity's protest has 
demonstrated to these young people 
that they do not have to accept the 
world they were born into." Although 
these expectations, in Soviet satellites, 
often lead to frustration, nothing will im
prove unless the Poles continue dream
ing of a better future! Solidarity refueled 
those dreams. U.S. News and World 
Report wrote that "the question is when 
--and not if--the spirit of Solidarity will 
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The Ethnic Stalemate 
JEFF RAVEN 

A case study: David and Amin. David is 
an Israeli Jew living in a mixed Arab
Jewish neighborhood. He is honest and 
friendly and he happens to be the best 
chess player in the community. Amin, an 
Israeli Arab, is also a respected member 
of this particular neighborhood. A 
boisterous man, he is popular among his 
Arab neighbors. Amin is also undoubtedly 
the best chess player in the community. 

Like Amin, David has played the chess 
circuit many t imes, each t ime emerging 
as the undisputed winner. Both have 
gained reputations throughout Israel as 
fearsome competitors. Both men lament 
the weakness of competi tion and search 
for worthy opponents. 

Strangely enough, although players of 
equal calibre, David and Amin have never 
challenged one another to a game. David 
and Amin live within one block of each 
other. You see, one is an Israeli Jew, the 
other an Israeli Arab. 

A question: how do you get the two 
men to sit down across from each other 
at a chess board? the answer: resolve the 
source of hatred which poisons the air 
between them. Have they ever met? No. 
The perp lexed outsider asks, "Then 
how ... ?" It's all deceptively simple. You 
see, David is an Israeli Jew, and Amin, 
an Israeli Arab. 

There is a sentiment shared by the 
two men which overrides their love for 
the game. Without groping beyond the 
surface, each sees the other as an Arab 
or a Jew. One man wants nothing to do 

~! :]\.~i~": 'I Amin's friends 
are often amused 
to see him playing 

:~~~=;'fr~a::~ ~ 
empty seat. Amin 
shrugs his 
shoulders in response. In his mind, this 
seat will someday be filled by a worthy 
competitor ... or will it? What if David is 
the only worthy competitor in existence? 

I leave the answer to you. However, in 
order for you to respond in a serious 
and realistic manner, a backdrop of 
Jewish-Arab relations within Israel will 
be helpful. Here are some questions to 
consider: 

Did you know that Israel rules nearly 
2 million Arabs as well as 3.3 million 
Jews? Inside its pre-1967 borders, the 
country contains about 650,000 Arabs 

who have ful l Israeli citizenship. About 
750,000 Arabs live under mart ial law in 
the West Bank and 475,000 in the Gaza 
Strip (which has been occupied by Israel 
since the 1967 war.) 

Did you know that the average Arab 
household in urban areas had only 
about 70 percent of the income of its 
Jewish counterpart in 1982? This is a 
ratio which, according to the Central 
Bureau of Statistics, has remained ap
proximately the same since 1970, and is 
far lower in rural areas. 

Did you know that, according to the 

New

1
York Times, ther:c~~:!::~~1~~:: 

in Israel's univer
sities. and about 20 

Arabs? No large 
economic i nstitu

tion in Israel is 
headed by an Arab
-no bank, industrial 

enterprise or 
agricultural under

taking. 
Did you know that in a sample of 

1,233 Jewish adults surveyed in 1980 by 
Mina Tsemach (an Israeli pollster), most 
endorsed giving preference to Jews in 
education, jobs and welfare benefits? 
Almost twenty-nine percent said that 
Jews should never be favored in admit
tance to universities. Thirty-one believed 
that Jews should be favored in all cases. 

Did you know that 77 percent of the 
Jews surveyed felt that Israel was doing 
enough or more than enough for its 
Arab citizens? 

In a democratic nation such as Israel, 
elections are open and the press is free. 
The great majority of nations around the 
world ( including Israeli's Arab neighbors) 
cannot make that same claim. Yet how 
can a state arguably founded on the pro
gressive socialist ideals of David Ben
Gurion justify its unbalanced approach 
vis-a-vis its sizeable Arab minority? 
Much can be explained within a regional 
context. Surrounded by unfriendly Arab 
states, the Jewis Israeli views his Arab 
countrymen with suspicion. 

From the point of view of the Israeli 
Arab, it involves a question of dignity: Is 
the Israeli Arab proud to live in an en
vorinment which was not meant to in
clude him? 

To repeat: how do you get the two 
men to sit down across from each other 
at a chess board? The answer: resolve 
the source of hatred which poisons the 
air between them. 

Is Israel meant for everyone? Ask an 
Israeli Arab. Ask an Israeli Jew. 
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~,-.---PERSPECTIVES_ 

A Great Humanitarian Speaks 
DAN BARACH 

In the sprina of 1944, the Nazis sent 
El ie Wiesel and his family to Auschwitz, . 
the Nazi concentration camp in Poland. 
His first book, NIGHT, describes his 
ordeals trying to survive with his father 
while starving and freezing in the Nazi 
camp. As Chairman of the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Council and author 
of many other books on the Holocaust 
(he also writes on other Jewish topics), 
Wiesel sees it as his task to make sure 
the world never forgets the attempted 
genocide carried out by the Nazis. 

Wiesel has also become increasingly 
concerned about the growing possibility 
of global self-destruction via nuclear 
war. Along with Henry Kissinger, Robert 
McNamara, and Carl Sagan, Wiesel was 
a member of Ted Koeppel's selective 
panel which discussed the nuclear 
weapons situation following the televi
sion movie, "The Day After." 

Q: In your first book, NIGHT, you wrote, 
"Never shall I forget that nocturnal 
silence which deprived me for all eterni
ty of the desire to live." Many 
Holocaust survivors have since taken 
their own lives in acts of suicide. Why 
have you chosen to live? 
A: One doesn't choose. The question is 
not whether to live or not to live. The 
question is what to do with one's life. I 
think most of us have chosen to do 
something with our lives ... to teach , to 
tell , to communicate ... but that is not 
enough ... though it is all we can do. 

Q, You refer to one of your characters 
in THE ACCIDENT as "a messenger of 
the dead among the living." What did 
you mean? 
A: 1 imagine every survivor is a 
messenger from the dead to the living. 

Why? Because whatever they have seen, 
nobody else has ever seen and whatever 
they remember, nobody else can 
remember. .. 
Q: There ls been a lot of mass media 
coverage In recent years about the 
Holocaust. Do you feel the media have 
portrayed the Holocaust accurately? 
A: No. I think they have not, but thafs 
the nature of the mass media. TV is a 
spectacle. At best, there are good spec
tacles, to others they are soap operas. 
Some people say that it's better than 
nothing. I don't accept that. I think that 

tion, it's lies, and it's vicious. And, 
therefore, what can one do but refuse to 
dignify such a question. 

On the other hand, I'm not denying 
that the Arabs in Israel are not at the 
same level with the Jews, but we should 
not judge such a people, such an an
cient people, in terms of forty years. I'm 
convinced that Israel will offer the Arabs 
more than they expected when the t ime 
comes. When there is peace and securi
ty, then they will give the Arabs much 
more. When Israel gave out the Sinai, 
Sadat didn't expect to 1=1et all the Sinai, 

iiii-A!iiiiii•-·"'-W'l_sk_C:~ .. 
The question is not whether 
to live or not to live. The 
question is what to do with 
one's life. 

tillt''''t~LM , "' 

in this case better nothing than distor
tion. 

I believe instead in teaching ... in 
teaching all the children all over the 
United States, all over the world in 
classrooms. We have failed at this. 

Q: Jews have been persecuted 
throughout history. Many non-Jewish 
Israelis (Arabs) living in Israel today 
feel that they are being persecuted In 
some ways, whether through the laws 
or employment opportunities, by Israeli 
Jews. How do you feel about this ap
parent role reversal? 
A: Nobody would ever say that the 
Arabs are suffering now the way the 
Jews used to suffer. One shouldn't say 
that; it's not true. Now to say that the 
Arabs are not suffering at all , nobody 
would say that either, but to compare 
the Jews to the Nazis and the Arabs to 
the Jews--that is not true. It's a distor-

The Spiritual Paradox 
but he received it just like that. I am 
convinced that when the time comes 
when Israel feels secure they will be 
more generous to the Arabs than any 
other nation has been to the Jews 
throughout all the years. 

JONATHAN GOODMAN 

People are spiritual beings. As such, a 
paradox central to the world of religion 
is also a paradox for each of us. This 
paradox calls upon an understanding of 
that which is conservative and that 
which is liberal. 

There is a strong conservative and 
liberal element in the world's major 
religions. By conservative, I mean "con
serving or tending to conserve ... tending 
to preserve established traditions or in
stitutions and resist or oppose change in 
these ... " (Webster). The major religions 
exhibit this trait not simply in their own 
perpetuation, but also in rituals of, for 
example, purification and prayer 

The rigidity and militancy of this con
servatism is evident in studies of the 
lives of heretics or religious wars. Martin 
Luther's "rebellion," which he did not in
tend as such, was considered a rebellion 
because t}e disagreed with some of the 
rituals of the Church. He had a vision of 
a better life, one closer to God, but due 
to the element of conservatism (among 
other reasons), he was excommunicated. 
Bloody wars tollowed this disturbance of 
the conservative traditions of the 
Church. 

On the other hand. there is a strona 
libera'I element in the major religions. By 
liberal, I mean "belonging to the 
people ... suitable for a free man; not 
restricted ... broad-minded" (Webster). 
The world's religions exhibit this trait 
not only in their respective openness to 
all who seek truth but also in their 
essential attitude about salvation. In 
seeking a vision of truth , there is hope 
ana movement toward perfection. 

Each major religion begins with the 
premise that human life on earth is not 
perfect. In Buddhism, for example, 
humans are blind to the endless cycle of 

samsara, a cycle of which they ultimate
ly wish to become aware of and from 
which they wish to escape. Similarly, 
from the moment of birth. a Christian is 
faced with the fact that he or she is a 
fallen person. The element that unifies 
Christan and Buddhist pl ight with that of 
other religions is hope. People have 
good in them (a divine spark, good kar
ma ... ) and people can attain even 
greater perfection. 

Hope becomes a reality through what 
we may call the liberal element. It is the 
faith and good works of the spiritual 
human beings that move them--toward a 

My hope is that we adopt 
and communicate this 
positive liberal side of the 
essential human paradox. 

state of perfection. These are the liberal 
elements because they "belong to the 
people." they are "suitable for a free 
man; not restricted"(to anyone). 
Regard less of any physical, mental or 
racial differences, we can all give reality 
to that for which we hope, if we do not 
simply "preserve established traditions 
or institutions and oppose change in 
these ... " 

My hope is that we adopt and com
municate this positive liberal side of the 
essential human spiritual paradox. As 
for the conservative side of the paradox, 
I deny neither its constant presence nor 
its worth. However, might the peace and 
order fostered within an institution (or 
individual) by such a conservative 
tendency be not a place to hide but a 
place from which to emerge strong and 
rested, ready to create, question and ac
tualize a vision of how things might be 
made better? 

Q: How do you feel about the U.S. 
government's conflict of trying to 
maintain friendly relations with the 
Arab world, while stlll maintaining a 
partnership, so to speak, with Israel, 

A: I am biased because I would like the 
United States to be even more friendly 
with Israel. lt [the U.S.] is a great power 
Great powers can afford to be friendly 
with both the Arabs and Jews, but it 
shou Id not be at the expense of one 
another. I think they should give to each 
the same weapons and assistance that 
Israel needs mainly to prevent another 
war. Because whenever the Arabs get 
too many weapons there is a war. 

The problem is not the United States, 
the problem is Russia. Russia is giving 
weapons only to one camp, only to the 
Arabs. The United States is giving to 
both, but Russia is giving only to the 
Arabs, and giving and giving without 
any payment, and it never stops. Syria 
has never been as powerful as it is now 
with the Russian weapons that they 
have. 

Q: How aware and concerned about the 
state of the world do you perceive to• 
day's college students to be? 
A: There again I am biased. My students 
are perceptive and open, sensitive, but 
then it's true, those whom I accept in my 
classes are very special students. Then 
when I travel around the country and 
meet students I think they are percep
tive. They are aware of the nuclear 
menace, they can sense it. They are not 
as ideal of conscience as they used to be 
in the late 60's but they are at the same 
time idealistic. If asked to do something, 
they would do it, but the message must 
be clear. Students today don't want a 
nuclear war. If the message is clear and 



for the Future 
the teacher and the teaching are not 
hypocritical, the students will follow. 

Q: As a survivor of the Holocaust, 
what Insights and advice do you have 
to offer the U.S. and Soviet govern
ments to avoid a nuclear war? 
A: I am worried. I am worried not 
because of the United States and Soviet 
Russia -- I don't think they would start a 
nuclear war. I am afraid of the small na
tions, so I would advise them. if I could, 
to avoid nuclear proliferation. The Third 
World War, if it is to come, will be 
started because of a small nation ... a 
Kaddafi, -A Khomieni, an ldi Amin of 
tomorrow ... someone like that. 

I think that abstraction is 
the enemy of humanity. If 
you take people and turn 
them into abstractions, then 
you can wipe out nations. 
It's easier to kill if people 
are abstractions. 

Q: In A BEGGAR IN JERUSALEM, a 
character has miracuIousIy survived ex
ecution and the would-be execµtioner 
tells him "One day you will regret it. 
You will speak, but words will fall on 
deaf ears. You will try to incite people 
to learn from the past. .. They will refuse 
to believe you." Have your words been 
heard? WIii people learn from the past? 
A: I think they are already ... the anquish 
of the survivors today is that for many, 
many years we thought that to tell the 
tale it would change things, now we are 
trying to tell the tale, but it doesn't 
change things. Either people don't 
believe, if they do, they don't unders
tand. if they understand they don't 
know, if they know they don't 
remember, but it's not what it should be. 
That's why 1 am very often yielding to 
pecc;irnic;IT' that the st0rv ,.,;11 ri,....• !->':' 
told, maybe it cannot be told ... and yet. My 
favorite expression is ··and yet. It can-
not be told, but we must tell it , at least 
try. The world hasn't changed but we 
will try to change it. 

Q: What sorts of things do you current
ly feel most strongly about? 
A: Hate. There's too much hate in the 
world. I'm organizing a committee with 
the President of France next year for an 
international colloquium about hate. I 
feel that it has never been so needed as it 
Is now. 

And then, indifference. Indifference to 
hate, indifference to violence, indif
ference to danger. The fact that tens of 
thousands of children are dying every 
day or every week of hunger in Asia and 
half the time we don't care. The fact that 

I am worried not because of 
the United States and Soviet 
Russia--! don't think they 
would start a nuclear war. I 
am afraid of the small na
tions ... 

there are forty declared wars in Europe 
while we are talking. The fact that the Iraq 
using Kiviti gas and somehow we accept 
it as a fact of life. It is appalling! And 
the fact that we are building, day after 
day, hundreds of nuclear missiles. One 
day ... one day something will happen 
with these nuclear missiles. 

As a Jew, of course, I feel the rise of 
anti-Semitism. There's more anti
Semitism now than last year and last 
year more than two years ago ... it's 
because of racism, because of bigotry. 
The extremists on the left and right are 
getting more power and more courage 
and what is worse more sympathy and 
respectability. That's what worries me. 

Q: Do you feel the U.S. government 
should be spending less on nuclear 
missiles and more on ••• 
A: I'm not sure what we should do exact
ly, because I don't believe in unilateral 
disarmament. I believe in total disarma
ment, bilateral disarmament. I think we 
should apply some pressure, world opi
nion ... intellectual pressure on all the 
superpowers to do it (disarm) at the 
same time ... simply say we shall disarm. 
We cannot keep up--and let democracy 
perish to dictatorship. They will take ad
vantage. Imagine if the Russians alone 
had nuclear power. .. 

Q: Do you think we students should 
take a more active role? 
A: Absolutely! The college world should 
be more active. 1 think students should 
be activists. Every student should be in
volved in at least one human rights_ 
cause. Maybe for lsrael. .. maybe for 
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When Israel feels secure, 
they will be more generous 
to the Arabs than any other 
nation has been to the Jews 
throughout all the years. 

hungry children ... maybe for helping the 
victims of Cambodia. 

Q: What sorts of things do you ques
tion? 
A: I question everything. I developed for 
myself a whole behavior pattern based 
on questioning. All that I do is share my 
questions. I don·t answer, so I try to 
deepen my questions more and 
more ... the strength of the human condi
tion is in the questions that we ask. We 
can question history or principles or 
future hopes, creation, creator. .. it's our 
right to question ... it's our duty. 
Q: The sage Hillel once said, "'If you 
have saved one life, It is as if you have 
saved the world."' Do you feel this 
quotation holds true in this day and age? 
A: Yes ... rm always for concrete human 
beings more than for ideas. I think that 
abstraction is the enemy of humanity. If 
you take people and turn them into 
abstractions, then you can wipe out na
tions. It's easier to kill if people are 
abstractions. That's why communism 
has killed so many people, because for 

"Those who create power 
make an indispensib/e con
tribution to the nation ·s 
greatness. But those who 
question power make a con
tribution just as indispensible 
•• for they determine whether 
we -~se power or power uses 

-John F. Kennedy 

"'If fifty million people say a 
foolish thing, it is still a foolish 

thing." 
- Anatole France 

them ifs an abstraction. 
Since you quote an ancient saying , 

there is one ancient saying that is apt 
for all of us, " It is not up to you to finish 
the task, but you are not free to resist 
from it" ... nobody can finish anything, 
but cannot not start...you must start. 

"When thinking persons are 
faced with a new idea they do 
not merely accept it or reject it; 
they build upon it. " 

- Don Robinson 

"'Having many dollar bills is not 
to have wealth -• for wealth is 
not in hauing money. Money is 
only the SYMBOL of wealth. 
TRUE wealth is in the mind 
where ideas originate and 
creatiue thinking and true in
teraction takes place." 

- Unknown 

Gloomy Forecast for Poland 
◄ 2 

erupt once again in a nationwide move
ment against oppressive rule." 

Today the Catholic Church seems to 
be the main outlet of the Polish spirit. In 
fact , Walesa promised to contribute his 
Peace Prize money to the Catholic 
Church. Although there is a growing 
sense of despair, fatigue and fear in 
Poland, the people continue a quiet pro
test within the confines of their religion. 
In Poland, where approximately 90 per
cent of the population is Roman 
Catholic. the Church (a supposed 
anomaly in a Communist society) is the 
only institution powerful enough to 
challenge the State. Two weeks ago 
Time magazine reported that a battle 
over crucifixes "sparked one of the most 
fervent spontaneous demonstrations 
since martial law was lifted last July." 
Polish parents and students refused to 
allow officials to remove crosses from 
local schools. 

The recent protests show that 
although the Poles realize the extent to 
which the government controls their ex
ternal lives, they will not surrender their 
beliefs. the core of their true essence. 

While publicly obeying the govern
ment, they are symbolically 
demonstrating to Jaruzelski and others 
that in their souls that they will never 
accept Communist domination. 

The freedom of the Polish people 
seems destined to be a orocess of evolu
tion, rather than revolution. Revolts, such 
as those conducted by Solidarity, only 
lead to more repressive measures by the 
scared government. Protests, like those 
conducted by the Church, may slowly 
eat away at the Party's strength, while at 
the same time the Party will turn against 
itself. 

An advisor to Jaruzelski recently 
stated that "you cannot declare 
democracy overnight. If you need a 
generation to achieve democracy 
without anarchy, let's take a 
generation." Only in the far future will 
we know whether democracv. as defined 
by the Communist government, or the 
type of government desired by the 
Polish people, will be victorious. As 
each side replenishes their ammunition, 
we wait and we wonder if the future of 
the Soviet satellites is condemned to 
continue the same pattern, or whether 
some day freedom will truly triumph. 
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Double Exposure: The Injustice of Rape 
MAREGO ATHANS 

If she asked for it, it's not a rape. So 
prove that she, inebriated and irrespon
sible, teased and flirted, and therefore 
invited four men to have sex with her on 
a barroom pool table--and it is no longer 
the rapists, but the victim, who is put on 
trial. It's no longer the defense, but the 
prosecution, who must prove innocence. 
Such a courtroom turnaround reminds 
us of how unique a crime rape really is; 
there is no other crime in which the vic
tim may be forced to prove that he or 
she did not somehow invite the crime. 

work could not pass up the opportunity 
to increase its ratings. Of course, when 
the assistant prosecutor's slip of the 
tongue divulged the victim's name, it 
was simply too bad for the victim. The 
name already released, the newspapers 
and national TV networks saw no reason 

pie emeraed in Fall River, Massachusetts 
on February 23 to protest the conviction 
of the four men who raped her. Mostly 
Portuguese Americans, the demonstrat
ors felt that the accused men had received 
unfair attention because of their Por
tuguese descent. While their anger 

deserved to be punished. That the victim 
entered the bar, had some drinks, and 
perhaps flirted, offended the crowd more 
than the behavior of the men convicted 
of raping her. 

And whether she "got herself raped" 
or not, she was indeed punished. She 
will be leaving her home community f9r 
another state where she and her children 
might start anew. The Cable News Net• 
work might have tripled its viewers and 
the public got to see a real rape trial on 
TV. And the local Portuguese communi
ty got the chance to air its resentment 
toward what they have always felt is an 
anti-foreigner bias of the Falt River com
munity. But while the prosecution won 
the case, the woman who was raped has, 
by all means, lost. 

This age-old defense strategy of put
ting the victim on trial has apparently 
not disappeared with the emergence of 
womens' rights. Rather, it was featured 
last month in the New Bedford trial, 
which tried six and convicted four men 
of an aggravated rape that took place in 
a Fall River bar. Judith Lindahl, an at• 
torney for one of the convicted men, 
justified this strategy by denying that it 
could lead to traumatic humiliation of 
an innocent victim. "A truth.telling 
woman cannot be effectively humiliated 
or cross•examined," she stated on ABC 
TV. "We had better all take care that we 
don't victimize not only the men accus• 
ed but all of us if we give up the con• 
frontation inherent in a trial," she con• 
tinued. 

What happens in the courtroom matches what happened in 
the barroom; the victim is for the second time invaded and 
degraded, but in this case, at the hands of law and order. 

Fifteen years ago this case would pro
bably not even have reached court. But, 
however far we have come in our con• 
cern for rape victims' rights, this exam
ple should demonstrate that getting the 
case into the courtroom is by no means 
the final hurdle. In fact, in many cases, 
what happens in the courtroom matches 
what happened in the barroom; the vic
tim is for the second time invaded and 
degraded, but in this case, at the hands 
of law and order. 

It is the hope of many womens· 

It may or may not follow that the deci• 
sion to televise the trial on the Cable 
News Network was made out of the 
same type of concern for the rights of 
the public that Ms. Lindahl expresses in 
her statement. But it is more possible 
that the sexual nature of the trial would 
be so appealing to viewers that the net-

to hide the name themselves, and aban
doned the media's long-standing tradi• 
tion of voluntarily refusing to publicly 
identify rape victims. Consequently, her 
name became a public one. 

The defense did its job, as did the 
media, and what's left is a victim who 
must suffer, not only from the rape 
itself, but also from degradation, inva
sion of privacy, and alienation by her 
community. Seven to ten thousand peo• 

would perhaps have been more 
justifiably directed against the media, 
the victim, a more tangible target, 
became the focus of the crowd's hostili
ty. Cries such as "She should have been 
home in the first place!" and "They 
should hang her!" became the crowds' 
slogans, and it was apparent that the 
real issue, that of the rape, was not an 
issue for them at all. Rather, they felt 
she QOt herself raped, and for that she 

groups that future rape victims do not 
use this case as their primary reference, 
as it is likely to prevent many frorri 
reporting their assaults. As a precedent, 
it should send a message to those in any 
way involved in future rape cases to pay 
more careful attention to the primary 
disease, the rape itself, and to avoid let
ting it be confused, or capitalized upon, 
by surrounding parasitic forces. 

200 Years Later, Time for a Change 
CLYDE D. McKEE, JR. 

Thirty-two states have peti
tioned Congress under provi• 
sions of Article V of the U.S. 
Constitution for a national con
vention to draft an amendment 
requiring the federal govern• 
ment to maintain a balanced 
budget. Although the votes of 
only two more states are 'need
ed before Congress will be re· 
quired to act, Connecticut, the 
constitution state, has yet to 
even consider this issue. 

Recently (see "A Convention 
Would Doom The Constitution," 
Hartford Courant, February 21, 
1981) Melvin Laird, former con
gressman and secretary of 
defense in the Nixon ad
ministration, stated his approval 
of the balanced budget require
ment but his opposition to a 
convention. An informed 
citizenry should consider 
counter-arguments before mak
ing a judgement on this impor• 
tant issue. 

Many Americans, and I admit 
to being one, are proud of our 
nation's claim to having the 
world's oldest written national 
constitution. But to have the 
oldest does not imply one has 
the best. 

Analysis of Laird's arguments 
may prove useful. He, like 
James Madison in the 1700's, 
expessed concern that a con
stitutional convention might 
have a "disruptive impact on 
our foreign relations." Why? 
The product of the first con• 
stitutional convention greatly 
improved our nation's 
credibility and stature with 
foreign powers. A second con
vention could have the same 
results. 

Foreign officials, and college 
students, have difficulty 
understanding how we can have 
a written constitution, an un-

(..~t t tO-'-!-~-s-J-'-ul-d-no_t_b_e a-fr-ai-d-to

. :_ ::. 
put the most controversial 
issues of our time on the 
agenda at a constitutional 
convention; capital punish
ment, abortion, and equal 
rights for women. 

written constitution, and actual 
practices that violate the spirit 
of both. Examples such as the 
Electoral College, judicial 
review, and senatorial courtesy 
are difficult to explain and even 
harder to justify. 

Laird sounded an un
necessary alarm when he wrote 
that "a const.jtutional conven
tion could totally alter our way 
of life." Rarely, if ever, has this 
happened. When a constitution 
is out of phase with the tradi
tions, values, customs, and 
established practices of a na• 
tion, it will be ignored or 
violated before behavior will be 
changed to conform. One of the 
best measures of the political 
health of a polity is the degree 
to which its actual practices are 
in phase with its theory and law. 

There Is a very real danger in 
a constitutional convention 

which Laird failed to recognize. 
If the Congress calls a conven
tion with a narrow purpose of 
only considering a single 
amendment to require a balanc
ed budget, this may bring about 
the very "factions" which 
Madison warned us against in 
his Federalist Paper Number 10. 

A narrow, single issue con
vention would not attract the 
most outstanding and qualified 
constitutional delegates from 
each of our states. Interest 
groups "united and actuated by 
some common impulse of pas• 
sion, or of interest, adverse to 
the rights of othe( citizens, or to 
the permanent and aggregate 
interests of the community" 
would seek delegates. 

The 1965 Connecticut Con
stitutional Convention serves as 
an excellent model for a 1980's 
national convention. Because 

the political leaders of this state 
had the wisdom and courage to 
undertake a complete examina
tion and eval'uation of fun• 
damental law, the brightest and 
best citizens were motivated to 
serve the common interest with 
distinction. After long and 
heated debate over many con
troversial issues, they created 
governmental structures and 
procedures of high and endur
ing quality. 

Assuming that we could have 
a broad and open national con
stitutional convention, what 
items should we propose for its 
agenda? 

First, under the category of 
structure we should look at 
Congress and consider a four• 
year term of office for House 
members, joint rather than 
separate committees, and a pro
vision that would permit 
members of Congress to serve 
concurrently in the President's 
cabinet. 

Second, in addition to con
sidering a longer term of office 
for the President and recon
sideration of the prohibition 
against a third term, we might 
want to discuss the need for a 
defined role for the Vice Presi
dent within the executive as 
well as the legislative branch. 

Third, the handling of money 
would be a popular agenda 
item. In addition to the balanc
ed budget, the need for a line 
item veto should be discussed, 
along with provisions for gran
ting emergency authority and 
power. 

Last, after resolving the ques• 
tion of judicial review for the 
Supreme Court, the delegates 
should focus attention upon the 
need to expand the size of the 
court, create a new specialized 
court, and institute a mandatory 
age for retirement or some type 
of mental and physical com-

petency test. 
Ultimately, we should not be 

afraid to put the most con
troversial issues of our time on 
the agenda: capital punishment 
abortion, and equal rights for 
women. 

Certainly this agenda would 
be incomplete were we to omit 
topics dealing with congres• 
sionally mandated presidential 
election procedures, which 
might include regional 
presidential primaries, congres
sional district votinQ, approval 
rather than ballot voting, and 
abolition or automation of the 
Electoral College. 

A special session of the pro
posed convention would be 
needed to evaluate the relation
ship of the first ten amend
ments, the Bill of Rights, to the 
Fourteenth Amendment. Should 
there be two types of citizen
ship, national and state, or only 
one? 

And finally, should the re
quirements for amending the 
constitution be revised to in
clude a mandatory review every 
ten years or sunset options for 
certain types of administrative 
agencies? 

I can think of no better way 
to celebrate our 200th national 
constitutional anniversary than 
by calling a completely open 
convention. And Connecticut, 
the constitution state, should 
take the honor of casting the 
thirty-fourth vote that initiates 
this historic event. 

"The hottest places in hell are 
reserved for those who main• 
tain their neutrality in times of 
great moral crisis." 

. Voltaire 
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a.S.Foreign Policy: "Disaster Waiting to Happen" 
PROFESSOR THOMAS REILLY 

This is Part II of a two-part series. 

In February of 1979 the West German 
government first expressed concern over 
the Russian deployment of the SS20. 
The following October 6 the Soviet 
Union proposed a missile freeze which 
was rejected by President Carter on Oc
tober 9. On November 4 the Nuclear 
Planning Group supported placing U.S. 
missiles in Europe and on December 12 
N.A.T.O. did likewise. 

In as much as few commentators 
seriously consider that the SS20 has 
altered the military picture in Europe, 
nor believe that nuclear blackmail is 
any more viable today than in the 
past, the American elite justify their coun
termove on the grounds of preventing a 
military-political decoupling of Western 
Europe and the United States. Unfor
tunately, the American counter in its 
turn is ambiguous with respect to its 
stated objectives, particularly in associa
tion with the irresponsible nuclear war
mongering of the Reagan regime. Thus 
what was intended as a psycho-political 
Gibralter generates ambivalent 
responses among European publics and 
elites. This reaction is further heighten
ed by the ambiguity adhering to the 
chosen instruments, that is the 
vulnerability of the Pershings and the 
offensive-defensive confusion of Cruise. 
These ironic consequences are the result 
of the American elites employing, (1) a 
rational model to leap from Soviet 
behavior backward to Soviet intentions 
and (2) the traditional formula, familiar 
to elites and audiences alike, of Soviet 
aggressiveness. While reducing the 
elites' cognitive uncertainty, the 
language of realpolitic meant to 
reassure and justify neither banishes the 
dilemmas of credibility nor buys the 
political acquiescence of publics and 
elites. 

A deeper understanding of these 
events requires a reconstruction of 
Soviet and American behavior that is 
symmetrical and places the events in a 
broader political context. Here it is pro
posed to briefly indicate what recon
struction would look like from the 
American side. 

First, the events of 1979 must be read 
against a background that includes the 
Carter flip-flop on the neutron bomb and 
the resulting perception of Carter at 
home and abroad as indecisive and in
consistent. Second , Carter's public ap• 
proval stood at 42% (NYT/CBS) in 
January of 1979 and slid to 20% in 
June, rising to 31 % in September and 
32% in November. Third, Senator Ed· 
ward M. Kennedy was a possible, prob
able and eventual challenger during 
1979. Fourth, the American Embassy in 
Tehran was seized on November 3. 

~ 
___. l 

Fifth, in order to gain Senate approval 
for the SALT II Treaty a politically 
vulnerable Carter had to restore his stan
ding and balance arms control with 
perceptions of toughness and 
decisiveness as well as increased 
military outlays. Finally, on December 
27 the Russians intervened in 
Afghanistan, fueling Carter's disenchant
ment and feeding Reagan's simple
minded vision. What had begun as a 
conjunction of domestic and alliance 
politics and typical but low-key action
reaction moves quickly became a sym
bol within American electoral politics. A 
dubious military counter meant to 
reassure allies, United States Senators 
and American voters became, via 
Afghanistan, an aging Cold Warrior's 
symbol to arouse and mobilize a 
frightened and frustrated electorate. 

The unfolding of American policy in 
Central America since the waning days 
of the Carter administration is especially 
instructive as it promises to feature 

Central America is a 
classic case of small 
stakes, overblown rhetoric 
and a revitalized anti
communist consensus in 
the traditional North 
American sphere of in
fluence. 

every dearly held myth, prejudice, shib
boleth, and self-serving fantasy North 
Americans can construct. 

The interpretation of civil wars in 
quasi-feudal and nee-colonial societies 
as manifestations of the Soviet grand 
design is both unnecessary and, unfor
tunately for the United States, almost as 

inevitable as the action in a Greek 
tragedy. The occasion of the American 
elections of 1980 was used by both can
didates to arouse and manipulate. 
Carter, in the primaries, and Reagan, in 

the general election, played on the 
theme "America surrounded" in a world 
she could not control ; the fear and anx
iety thus generated were then to be eas
ed by a slogan, a formula, a warmed 
over version of the Cold War and finally 
a national leader frozen in ideological 
time. A consensus stretching from 
Europe through the Middle East and 
home to the Caribbean was to be built 
on "us versus them ," on dominoes, on 
dealing from strength, on stopping the 
Russian-Cuban-Nicaraguan exportation 
of revolution and finally on American 
paternalism making a corner of the 
world safe for democracy 

The ultimate irony, of course , lay in 
our faith in ritual ballot marking as is 
somehow that simple act could create a 
democratic center, generate legitimacy 
and persuade rebels to throw down their 
arms. Instead, the election in El 
Salvador could bring to power a man 
who could further erode the U.S. posi-

tion and for whose actions we would be 
culpable. 

The Reagan regime chose Central 
America and the Caribbean as the 
region to counter the perceived Soviet 
threat and to restore what was judged to 
be the deteriorating U.S. position in the 
international system because, in fact, 
there was no Soviet challenge and no 
grand design in either Moscow or 
Havana. There U.S. power could be 
brought to bear close at hand against 
minor opposition, hardly a Vietnam , in a 
region where the Monroe Doctrine myth 
could be used to arouse jingoistic pas
sion and where proximity could be made 
to transform "threats to national securi
ty" into domestic political support. A 
classic case of small stakes, overblown 
rhetoric and a revitalized anti
communist consensus in the traditional 
North American sphere of influence. Un
fortunately for Reagan, history could not 
be reversed here or abroad and mori
bund ideology could not be restored to 
life. The fearful old man and the fearful 
new men of the Right, unable and un
willing to learn and adapt to a changing 
international system and only perceiving 
the threatening aspects of change, 
sought to bully the world back to the 
certainties of the Cold War. 

III 

American policy in the Middle East is 
confronted with the following 
challenges: first, the limited legitimacy 
and resulting instability of a number of 
regimes; second, a variety of regional 
rivalries such as the one involving Iraq 
and Iran; third, Western-Middle Eastern 
economic interdependence and especial
ly the oil dependence of American 
allies; fourth , the Israeli-Palestinian con• 
flict; and fifth and finally, Soviet
American rivalry. These are not separate 
but are inter-related and feed upon each 
other in complex ways. 
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Contraception is NOT Abortion 
A. JANE DORFMAN 

Last issue, Ireland. Today's issue, a lit• 
tie closer to home. For some of us 
(more than half, certainly), a lot closer 
to home. 

As Eleanor Smeal, ex-President of 
NOW, pointed out to me and about 150 
others during her recent lecture here, 
not only is President Reagan seeking to 
outlaw all abortion, in all cases, but he 
is also in favor of outlawing some forms 
of the pill. Why? Apparently these, too, 
are considered to be abortion. By 
whom? Certainly not the medical com
munity, where people know that if an 
egg is not fertilized, it is not a zygote. 
Now how can something that is not a 
zygote become a fetus, or "an unborn 
baby?" It can 't. Contraception is not 
abortion. 

The converse , also, must be seen as 
true. There are many unenlightened peo• 
pie out there who have used abortion or 
will use abortion as a form of contracep
tion. But I can almost guarantee that 
one, they won 't do it more than once, 
and two, they're not who you think they 
are. 

Abortion is expensive and usually 
traumatic, and involves moral dilemmas. 
Sometimes it is more ~raumatic than we 
might think--in cases of rape, for exam
ple, or incest. I don't think anyone takes 
abortion lightly, no matter what their 
considerations are. As was pointed out 
in a letter to the editor of the Tripod 
earlier this year, no one is pro-abortion. 
But many are pro-choice. 

It occurs to me that President Reagan 
is opposed to those contraceptive pro
ducts which allow conception to take 
place and then create a hostile environ• 

ment within the uterus, so that the. egg 
does not stay to grow into a fetus. These 
are the "day after pills," designed for 
those who didn't use conventional con
traceptives and believe conception took 
place, and the IUD, which stirs up condi
tions inconducive to a zygote lodging in 
the wall of the uterus. 

Reagan Is telling people that 
they must have children and 
thus live beyond their 
means, but that he won't 
help support them. 

The existence of these products 
makes my argument a bit harder to sup
port, because, technically, a fertilized 
egg that is purposely let go could pro
bably be considered an aborted one. But 
again, we're mixing biology with moral 
judgement. Many y•ould argue that before 
x amount of weeks, a zygote is not a 
fetus, thus not human life. But can it be 
argued that just hours after conception, 
a zygote is human life? 

If President Reagan would like to see 
the "'day after pill " and the IUD made il
legal, perhaps his wish can be fulfilled. 

America was founded on the prin
ciples we Americans have to fight so 
hard for today. Perhaps freedom of the 
people is to mean now what it meant 
then--freedom in favor of those who 
make our laws. But to what purpose? 

People who don't want children, don't 
want children for a reason , maybe for 
many reasons. Money may not be a fac
tor for our President, and for those who 
might support his ideals, but for some, 

it is a harsh reality. If you don't have 
money, you can't buy food and clothing 
for your children; you may not even be 
able to afford rent on an apartment. And 
although Mr. Meese hasn't seen any 
hungry children, they are there, and in 
great numbers. 

At the same time Reagan is making it 
impossible for people who make 
mistakes not to have children, he's also 
cutting the social welfare expenditures-
so they are doubly hurt. He's telling peo
ple that they must have children and 
thus live beyond their means, but that 
he won 't help support them. 

And some people don't like children. 
Harsh. Also true. Should it not be a per
sonal choice, between a man and a 
woman , whether to have children? 
Should unfit parents struggle through to 
uphold an imposed code of morality? 

But Reagan's proposal does not 
outlaw all contraceptives--there are still 
a number he hasn't threatened to 
banish . Why not? How are they dif
ferent? Wait. I know. They are not as ef
fective, and they do not solve the same 
problems. 

So vou take away the most effective 
forms of birth control (I'm not talking 
about abortion, now), and the people 
who are responsible about not wanting 
children are punished along with those 
who have not been responsible, resulting 
in mandatory irresponsibility in the area 
of parenting. 

Can anyone explain the logic to me? 
Can anyone point out the justice? 
Perhaps there's something I'm not 
understanding. But I do know one thing: 
we can't allow these kinds of decisions 
to be made for us. Not today. Not 
tomorrow. Not in America. 
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Closing the Door and ~ocking in the Poor 
JOHN-HENRY STEELE 

The other day I heard a statement in 
the locker room so utterly devoid of 
reason that it cannot go unchallenged. 
The statement attempted to be politica l 
in nature yet it has no place in 
American politics, and was made by a 
person who has little knowled!=le about 
the ideological positions of the two ma
jor parties in this country. The state
ment: " Keep the poor down." 

One can infer a number of things 
about the political affiliation of this per
son, but when his statement is put to the 
test--matched against mainstream 
political-economic thought in either the 
Democratic or Republican parties--we 
see that this person clearly falls outside 
mainstream political thought. 

We will start by juxtaposing this state
ment with the position of the 
Democratic party. It is widely accepted 
that the Democratic party believes that 
the best way to solve the inequalities of 
wealth is through governmental in
tervention in the market. The 
Republican party believes that the best 
way to solve the unequal distribution of 
wealth is to let the market operate with 
a minimal amount of government in
terference. 

Both theories are valid at thei r face 
value, but debating their merits is not 
the purpose of this article. What these 
two ideological positions have in com
mon is that both address the problems 
of the poor and how to better their situa
tion , not how to "keep the poor down." 
Since this person's beliefs do not lie 
within mainstream American political 
thought, where do they lie? 

How about communism? Is this per
son a Communist? Obviously not. The 
basic tenet of communist ideology is 
that "the system" is geared towards ..... 
"keeping the poor down." To a Com
munist, the only way the poor can 
escape their situation is through armed 
and b loody revolution, followed by a na
tionalization of the means of production. 

The opposite of a Communist is a 
Fascist. A Fascist is a person driven by a 
lust for power and not by any particular 
ideological doctrine. One of the most ef
fective means of consolidating power is 
by bringing the economic structure of 
the country under control of the State-
the State in effect tells the companies 
what it wants produced, but the com
pany, not the State, collects all 
revenues. The end result of this is what 

The 'Other Poor' ... 
WINTHROP RHODES 

If you are a Democrat, you want to 
confiscate all the people's hard-earned 
money, Robin Hood style, and give it to 
the victims of our capitalist , Darwinian 
society. If you 're a Republican, you are a 
closet fascist and you wish to exploit the 
weak to help the rich get richer. Thus 
read the adversarial conceptions of the 
two political parties in the United States. 

These descriptions are indeed slanted , 
warped, and almost absurd; there are 
also grains of truth in each. This gap in 
ideologies remains one of the fun
damental questions in modern political 
science: Is government established in 
order to preserve private property or 
should it be simply the greatest good for 
the greatest number? However, in the 
heat of this debate between liberals and 
conservatives, someone is forgotten. 
What about those who make too much 
money to be eligible for social benefits, 
yet cannot afford to contribute to such 
progress-- the working poor? 

Democrats, with all their flowery 
rhetoric of social compassion and 
altruism, pour money into what amounts 
to a bureaucratic pool of money-
available(for asking) to those who fit the 
description of poverty. While it is true 
that many needy do not receive their 
benefits, the reason is usually either ig
norance of the very existence of such 
benefits or that much of the money gets 
lost in the bureaucracy itself. For those 
who know where to go and whom to 
ask, the financ ial relief is theirs. In the 
process, the Democrats are able to play 
holier-than-thou and fling moral accusa
tions of selfishness at the Repub licans. 

"You see," they say, "we are aware of 
the social obligations of a democracy; 
we real ly care." And so, this false com
passion eases the consciences of 
Democratic leaders. What has resulted, 
however, is that the government has 
made it more economically advan
tageous to be poor. With the combined 
benefits of welfare, food stamps, and 
Medicaid, those below the poverty level 
are able to live more comfortably than 
those just above this level. What is 
created is, not a system to provide for 
the have-nots, but an incentive to 
become a have-not. Who suffers, 
ultimately? The working poor. 

The Republicans are no less to blame. 
Their continued assertion that the pro
sperity of the country relies on business 
and, even worse, their belief in the 
trickle-down tbeory, are both tiring at 
best. And, while the trick le-down theory 

is essentially true when business is 
booming, this is not always the case. So, 
as a sweeping generalization, it fails. 
Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill and the 
rest of the 18th century economists sup
posed as much , only to discover that 
business is much too complex to predict 
and control. In theory, everyone does 
benefit from capitalism; in practice 
some do and some don't, especially in 
contemporary society. 

With the present state of the 
economy, factory jobs pay quite well , 
thanks to trade unions. But, because of 
the recession and unemployment, these 
jobs are both hard to find , and, once 

What about those who make 
too much money to be eligi
ble for social benefits, yet 
cannot afford to contribute 
to such progress -- the 
working poor? 

found, hard to keep. Business is cyclical
•it fluctuates and the movement is hard 
to foresee. And the fact is, the wealth 
produced by large corporations does not 
"trick le down," because there simply are 
not enough jobs. What is left, then. for 
the J.mskilled, un lucky laborer, is 
marginal employment outside of the 
business sphere. The money govern
ment might give to busines benefits the 
corporations themselves, and the 
employees, but the rest of the country 
rarely sees much of it. Business cannot 
always boom , and when it does not , the 
Republicans are at a loss to explai n, and 
to rect ify the sagging economy(country). 
Again, who suffers for the fickleness of 
both the economy and the Republicans? 
The working poor. 

Who are these working poor? He's the 
man who pumped the gas into your car 
today, she's the woman who waited on 
you at the local market. He or she is 
working for minimum wage or barely 
above minimum wage, earning a weekly 
salary that barely covers the essentia ls. 
Aside from unforeseen strokes of luck, 
this condition will remain constant, ir
respective of socia l funds, and the 
economy. They are almost expendable; 
they don't have pitiful, tearfu l stories 
that politicians can exploit for career 
gains, they don't fit into the capita list 
utopia either. But they exist, millions of 
them, nonetheless. And it's about time 
someone stood up and noticed their 
plight. 

might be cal led de facto nationalization. 
It is a widely accepted belief that 

along with the accumulation of wealth 
comes an accumu lation of power. 
Although this is not a steadfast rule, it is 
generally true. And if a person has 
wealth and power, status wi ll fall neatly 
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into line. Because social spending 
reduces this person's wealth, it also 
reduces this person's power, and 
therefore, his or her status. The locker 
room speaker seems to feel threatened 
by the poor, hence his statement. What 
this person wants to do is close a door 
on these people, lock it and throw away 
the key--a situation which closely 
resembles what communist and fascist 
dictatorships do to their politicc!'I 
prisoners. 

So this oerson has exhibited the sort 
of ideology that can be found in 
totalitarian states. But why does this per
son take such an extreme position? 

I am sure that he considers himself a 

"good American," perhaps one of the 
best. I can only concl ude that this per
son has adopted such a totalitarian posi
tion because he feels that his economic 
freedom is being impinged upon by 
social spending . To this person, social 
spending is economic slavery and, he 
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probably believes, a burden to the 
economic system of this country and 
even its economic freedom. 

In order to save the "economic 
freedom" of the country, he is willing to 
adopt totalitarian means. But one of the 
first things a totalitarian regime does is 
to either overtly or covertly nationalize 
the means of production. No doubt our 
friend would be the first to oppose na
tionalization. Would he favor na
tionalization if it were going to "keep 
the poor down?" I think not. It seems to 
me that our "friend" has adopted a 
statement where the cure is worse than 
the cause, and only a fool would do that. 

Our Overseas Involvement 
◄ 6 

American policy is often found, not 
surprisingly, in conflict with itself as it 
pursues contrary goals with incompati
ble means while the processes of 
economic and cu ltural change erode 
yesterday's political verities and intract
able political conflicts expose the 
limited utility of power and the power of 
the client. Eyeless in Gaza, the Reagan 
regime has dragged its anti-Soviet 
rhetoric and ideology again because it 
makes orderly what is decidedly messy. It 
is a language behind which to conceal 
the other sources of disorder and it is 
only recently that events have exposed 
its weakness and the bankruptcy of 
America 's Middle Eastern policies. 

The Soviets are not viewed as a threat 
by anyone except when it is necessary to 
arouse Washington. Like ourselves, the 
Soviets seek influences, and like us 
there are good and bad days, years and 
decades. Indeed, the Soviets are 
thwarted by the same forces that con
front us: nationa lism, relif:jious and 
cultural revivalism and the intran
sigence of so-ca lled clients. Briefly, 
Soviet expansionism is the least impor
tant challenge. 

Of greater difficulty and fut ility are 
the internal instabilities of Middle 
Eastern nations as friendly, conservative 
and moderate reg imes collapse and are 
replaced by cu ltural and secular na
tionalisms which often will exhibit 
strong anti-Western biases. Again, here 
is a temptation that American arrogance 
is prone to find inviting, although inter
nal politics are least amenable to 
American administrations (see Iran). 
Regional rivalries, wh ile also occasions 
for choosing sides, are in fact not rele
vant to American security interests. In 
regard to oil, no one is interested in 
stopping the exchange between ex
porters and importers. Indeed, it is very 
difficult to imegine why all or even most 
sources of oil in the Middle East should 
suddenly be closed other than by the 
short-term decision of sovereign nations 
as in 1973, and one finds the political 

and economic circumstances in 1984 
not in the least comparable. This brings 
us to the issue area in which the United 
States may have a role to play and the 
means by which to play it; the Israeli
Palestinian conflict is in an area that the 
Reagan regime has failed to even pose 
the appropriate quest ions. Until 
American pol itical eli tes entertai n the 
idea of a Palestinian state, there appears 
to be little hope the future will be dif
fe rent from the past. 

IV 

If the reader steps back from these 
varied tales, a theme emerges that is 
potentially more frightening than any of 
the immediate events. It is not merely 
the lost opportunities and the dead ends 
travelled but the story of a political elite 
which is frightened by a tomorrow that 
requires adaptation to a changing inter
national structure. 

The present regime's resort to military 
(El Salvador, Grenada, Leba non) is 
symptomatic of perceptions of a hosti le 
world. The Reagan arms race especially 
in the more puerile "Star Wars" version 
is a sign of an ideology under stress 
seeking reaffirmation in a technological 
deus ex machina that delivers us from 
risk and uncertainty. The language of 
"evil empires" with its Manchurian 
worldview is not merely maladaptive but 
indicative of an elite no longer testing 
its perceptions of interpreted events so 
much as reassuring itself and vainly at
tempting to mobilize support. The ap
parent consistency of the Reagan policy 
around the world is in fact the rigidity of 
a rhetoric that reduces uncertai nty by 
denial and distracts from its 
political/policy inadequacies. The 
rhetorica l consistency is achieved at the 
expense of relat ing symbols to actions 
so that when actions are taken they 
often eppear confused, counter
productive and misguided (see Lebanon 
ond El Solvodor). In conclusion, the 
Reagan Administration is a disaster 
waiting to happen. 



THE TRINITY QUESTIONER, April 26, 1984, page eight 

rt 

____ ONTHEQ0AD 
Filling in 
JAMES MALCOLM 

(Editor's Note: In the last 
issue, a student presented a 
positive view of minority 
recruitment. This issue, we pre• 
sent an opposing opinion.) 

Thirty years after the historic 
Brown v. Board of Education 
decision of 1954, the spirit of 
equality of opportunity is in 
trouble. This is the conclusion 
of a series of studies by Beverly 
Cole on the state of education 
for Black Americans. 

Although Cole's studies and 
conclusions were based on 
public school education on the 
primary and secondary level, 
the findings are not altoqether 
irrelevant to the issues which 
presently confront Trinity Col
lege. 

The question arises concern• 
ing how the studies' results may 
be related to us here at Trinity 
College. Indeed, Trinity is a 
private institution of higher 
learning. However. the majority 
of Trinity's students hail from 
public high schools. Trinity is 
increasingly compelled to ob
tain students, both black and 
white, from the public high 
school sector. 

In 1980, sixty-four percent of 
Trinitv's freshmen had 
tions. It should be noted that 
tions. it should be noted that 
American public schools, 
however lackadaisical their 
course of action, are compelled 
to accept all students regardless 
of race. This is a recent and 
developing custom in keeping 
with the racial composition 
reflected in American society. 

What is Trinity College's com
mitment to achieve a better 
representation of black 
students? Too many times, one 
hears that the application pool 
of black students is too small to 
target. ls it really? According to 
the studies conducted by Bever
ly Cole, there is a large source 

of racial minorities, especially 
blacks, who are prepared for a 
Trinity College education. 
Despite the obstacles, ad
vancements have been made in 
higher education by black 
Americans. 

For example, there has been 
a significant increase in school 
enrollment among blacks. The 
attrition rate of blacks has 
greatly decreased. Presently, 
fifty-one percent of blacks aged 
twenty-five or older can be ex
pected to have graduated from 
high school. Cole states that 
"Today, more blacks stay in 
school longer and more blacks 
go on to college than a qu~rter 
of a century ago." 

This statement is significant 
due to the fact that an increase 
in high school attendance by 
blacks has led to increased at
tendance in college. Today, ten 
percent of tbe college popula
tion is black. Compared to 
America's history, this 
represents some measure of 
progress. 

It is at this juncture that the 
role of Trinity College should 
be re-evaluated. Too many 
times fingers are pointed to ad
missions administrators. What 
efforts have the Board of 
Trustees shown to improve the 
racial composition of the 
student body? What about the 
faculty? Last, and most crucial, 
what role have Trinity's students 
taken to address the issue? 
Despite what some students 
may believe, the problems 

On Choosing Numbness 

PAULA CHU-RICHARDSON 

If we learn one thing as we go through our lives and watch the 
world around us, it's how to tune out. Stop reading newspapers, 
gorge on junk food, get blasted, sleep all morning, watch the 
tube, sit back, tune out. A favorite one around here is being "so 
busy that we just don't have time to think," right? We seem to 
spend a lot of energy making sure we don't feel what's going on. 
Making sure we don't feel. 

What are we afraid of? Maybe having to take s·ome responsibility 
for our lives and our world. Maybe having to notice what's miss
ing and having to do something about it. Maybe feeling our 
power would mean having to use some of it. 1 

Stop reading the papers. What can you do? I won't say I'm 
scared because then I'd have to know what's going on . Then I'd 
have some responsibility. Response-abj l ity. I'm just a kid. What 
power is she talking about? I won't feel lonely if I keep the TV 
on. I won'.t feel. 

For better or for worse, the real power in life is on the growing 
edge, out there where the result is unpredictable, where you are 
using your personal power, not surrendering it by pretending it's 
not there. 

And the worst news about numbness is that it seems to be dif
ficult to edit out the lows without doing the same to the highs. 
("You're bound to lose if you let the blues get you scared to 
feel.") 

Numb is safer, we decide. It takes away the odds of losing. 
That's hooey. We really discard the odds of winning. 

But at least when that happens we won't have to know about it. 
We'll be tuned out. 

the Minority Gap 
presented by the issue of race 
are not l ikely to go away. No 
degree of avoidance will 
alleviate the problem. If we 
al low the situation to remain, 
how will futu re generations in
terpret this contradict ion of 
American democratic ideals? 

In 1980, three percent of the 
Freshmen class was black. The 
low representation of black 
students has been historically 
character istic of Trin ity College. 
It should not go without notice, 
.however, that there was a hint 
of commitment shown in the 
early 1970's. What has happen
ed? 

Admissions Officer Larry 
Dow, confronted with the issue, 
replied that no matter what 
Trinity College does, the pre
sent trend is unlikely to change. 
Indeed, he believes that the 

Too many times, one 
hears that the applica
tion pool of black 
students is too small 
to target. Is it really? 

presence of blacks here in the 
future is unlikely to improve. 

Dow did elaborate positively, 
however, on the future of Asian 
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tensive statistics concerning 
student-body composition. 
(Statistics can also be obtained 
in the College Library, on the 
reserved reading shelf). 

The statistics for the class of 

1987 illustrate Trinity's 
vigorous commitment to obtain 
an Asian presence. They also il
lustrate the Col lege's non
commitment to improving 
black representation, especially. 
For example, found under 
"Minority Statistics," Hispanics 
outnumbered blacks at Trini ty. 
However, the Hispanics are out
numbered by Asians. There are 
eighty-five percent more Asians 
than blacks at Trinity. Dow 
revealed that Trinity College is 
developing a unique comm it
ment to obtaining Asian 
students. Indeed, he stated 
positively that the Asian 
representation will continue to 
grow due to this commitment. 

Should we--as administrators, 
faculty, and students--tolerate 
such inactivity in improving 
black student and faculty 
representation? Perhaps we 
should all ignore the relation
ship this issue has to the "real" 
world?! 

There are many ways this 
issue relates to the general stu
dent body. For example, many 
blacks who are admitted to 
Trinity refuse enrollment. Dow 
stated that those blacks who 
qualify for admittance to Trinity 
also generally qualify for "big
name" schools such as Brown, 
Harvard, Wesleyan, and Yale. 
Thus, Dow continued, they are 
going to be more attracted to 
these big•name colleges and 
universities. 

Although no university or col
lege is immune to racial pred
judice, a fresh and critical 
evaluation of Trinity College is 
needed. It can only help to im
prove Trinity as an institution of 
higher education. The tradi
tional course of blaming one
and-few source(s) is not solving 

the problems. Pressure should 
be placed on many individuals. 
If Trinity is concerned with its 
pub lic image as a reputable in
stitution, alterations must be 
made. Larry Dow did go as fa r 
as to crit icize the attitudes and 
behavior of the white popula
tion at Trinity Col lege. He 
believes that white students 
here desperately need to im
prove their attitude toward 
black students. If attitudes were 
improved, then Trinity's ability 
to enroll more black students 
wou ld improve greatly. 

Examination should be 
directed at academic programs 
that may help attract more 
black students to Trinity Col
lege. Librarian Peter Knapp, 
class of 1962, suggested that 
black students accepted by 
Trinity College generally 
dismiss Trinity in favor of col
leges that offer structural re
quirements which provide for a 
broader liberal arts education-
for all students. For example, 
Wesleyan University provides a 
substantial number of African-

,. American Studies courses every 
semester. Yale is developing a 
naticnal reputation tor its 
African-American Studies pro• 
gram. The smaller colleges are 
following suit. Dartmouth and 
Amherst Colleges specifically 
set up college course programs 
that may meet the needs of all 
of its students. 

Black college students are in
creasingly giving considerable 
thought to their education and 
careers. In general, they are 
preparing for a better future. In
dividual steps are being taken 
to secure a stable social, 
economic, and political future. 
How does this differ from any 
other race of students here at 
Trinity? 

Sitting Down Or Sitting Out 
WINTHROP RHODES 

Fraternity members from 
Amherst College recently 
threatened a hunger strike in 
protest of the abolition of frater
nities at that institution. 

Just fifteen years earlier, 
similar protests were taking 
place on college campuses all 
over the United States. At that 
time, the campus was popularly 
referred to as "a hotbed of 
political activity." 

Yet as the years since the 
Vietnam War have elapsed, this 
almost fanatical concern has 
dissipated into what is now 
commonly called apathy. Peo
ple ask, ··what happened to the 
concern for the future of 
humankind? What about the 
millions of chi ldren starving all 
over the world? Is the fraternity 
issue the only one capable of 
shaking today's college student 
out of his or her alcohol
induced languor? Can tomor
row's leaders be that egocentric, 
that petty?" 

While it is indeed true that, in 
the past, student protests fre
quently got out of hand with 
disastrous resu lts--and the Kent 
State tragedy still is the most 
renowned and most extreme-
the prevailing ignorance today 
of not only political issues, but 
what is more prenicious is the 
prevailing ignorance tod~y of 
not only political issues, but 

also of human issues. Students 
of the Vietnam era took the 
time to study the questions rele
vant to their and other's lives, 
their interests went beyond the 
confines of the campus. Will it 
take another war to make peo
ple realize the paramount im
portance of both national and 
international politics? 

What exists, it seems to me, 
is something of a case of over-

Is the fraternity issue 
the only one capable 
of shaking today's 
college student out 
of his or her alcohol
induced languor'? 

compensation: people view the 
Vietnam era as a violent, revolu
tionary time which nearly tore 
down the foundation of our dear 
democracy. So, fearful of any 
such reoccurrence, many react 
by jumping to the other side of 
the fence--disinterest. Still 
others, frustrated by the futility 
of their efforts, retreat into 
cynicism. 

A simple analogy may serve 
to further illustrate this distinc
tion. Take, for example, a 
young and zealous student who 
becomes captivated and obsess
ed with politics. Immersing 
himself in the political sphere 

on the campus, he joins several 
organizations and begins to 
analyze governments on all 
scales. However, after a few 
years of such dedication, he 
realizes what he calls the bitter 
truth: the political structure is a 
corrupt tool for anyone willing 
to lay down sufficient money, 
and the only way to eradicate 
the problem is revolution. 
Disgusted and wearied from his 
work, which was wasted, the 
once idealistic student turns 
a cynical ear to politics. He 
resolves in his mind that it is 
useless to tilt at windmills, that 
the price of change is just too 
high. Which student, then, is 
preferable, the young, naive one 
or the pessimistic and hardened 
one? 

It seems to me that neither 
extreme is particularly 
beneficial to anyone. Perhaps 
there is a medium or com
promise of some sort between 
the passionate, obsessive stu
dent and the student old 
beyond his years. 

All of which is not to say that 
issues such as the fraternity one 
are not important or relevant-
they are. But they are not the 
only ones to consider; there are 
hundreds of topics that touch 
our lives in more than one area. 
Maybe we could at least look in
to them and make an educated 
decision and contribution about 
and for the future of politics 
and our world. 
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